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Evidence is mounting that cell
phones are unhealthy for everyone,
especially for kids. But Americans are
chatting unaware, and companies are
increasingly marketing toward the
young. Where are the public health
officials? Story on page 10
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Briana Waters Designated
'Domestic Terrorist' For ELF
Reader Mail Arson By Mark Taylor-canfield

Send your letters of personal opinion to the WA Free
Press, PMB #178, 1463 E Republican St, Seattle 98112,
or WAfreepress@gmail.com. Please include full name
and phone for verification. Short is sweet!

RADIO SUGGESTION
I just would like to make a quick note regarding
the last issues's complaint about National Public Radio
("National Pentagon Radio" May/June 2008). Anyone
who feels this way must dial into 90.7 FM [KSER]
from 5:30pm to 6:30pm. This is an Everett [WA] station that is also listener-supported. The time listed
above is a radio show called Democracy Now, and they
are definitely addressing the issues you wish NPR was.
It comes in kind of static-filled overe here in Monroe,
but I think it's worth it.
Patrick Drum
Editor's reply: Thanks for the suggestion. Also,
readers may be interested in a page on the internet
which lists all the non-commercial radio stations
by geographic area (www.gumbopages.com/otherradio.html). Some other stations in WA also air
Democracy Now, such as KBCS 91.3 in Bellevue.

IT'S NOT EASY TO BE
A HUMAN BEING
Slugs never have to trim their toenails.
Worms never have to brush their teeth.
Snails never have cavities.
Snakes never get bald.
Fish never drown.
Rocks never have heart attacks.
Dogs don't have to vote for their masters.
Tigers never worry about being beautiful.
Wolves never feel guilty about eating cows.
Crocodiles never feel guilty about killing people.
Mosquitos never have strokes.
Styx Mundstock
...And owls never worry about editing letters.
Thanks for sending a well-written one, Styx!
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n 2001 the Center for Urban Horticulture at the
University of Washington was destroyed by an
arson fire. Now, a violin teacher from Berkeley,
California has been designated as a “domestic terrorist”
by a US District Court Judge for her alleged participation in the crime.
US government prosecutors say 32-year old violin
teacher Briana Waters helped plan the burning of the
Center for Urban Horticulture. They claim she served
as a look-out for the group that
set the fire. She’s been charged
with two counts of arson and
sentenced to six years in a US
federal prison.
According to US attorneys,
the group “Earth Liberation
Front” or ELF set the fire
because they believed that a
genetic engineering lab was
located inside the building.
ELF members apparently
thought that the university was
conducting a project to genetically modify poplar trees. The
university spent $6.2 million
rebuilding the facility. School
administrators claim there
were no genetic engineering
experiments going on at the
Center For Urban Horticulture.
Out of the five people
charged with the crime, one
man is currently a fugitive, another man committed suicide in jail while awaiting trial, and two people accepted
a plea bargain for a lesser sentence in exchange for testimony which implicated Briana Waters in the crime.
Waters has maintained her innocence throughout
the trial, claiming that she was nowhere near the building when it burned, and that she had no knowledge of
the plans to commit arson. She told the court, “I am
not a terrorist. I am not the evil person the prosecutors
are making me out to be. I do believe the world needs
healing, but I don’t agree with property destruction or
violence.” During the trial the court received 250 letters
of support for Briana Waters.
Waters also asked for clemency because of her
three-year old daughter. “I don’t want to be a martyr
to any cause,” she said, “My cause is to take care of my
family.”
Her Seattle attorney, Neil Fox also maintains that
his client was not involved in the fire. Waters was convicted on the testimony of two of the co-conspirators.
Her attorney also protested that the government has
misused the term “terrorist” for political purposes.
Although US government prosecutors admitted that
no one was injured in the arson fire, US District Court
judge Franklin Burgess agreed with the government
and designated her a “domestic terrorist”, extending
her prison sentence and making it difficult for her to
obtain parole. Under new sentencing guidelines, a judge
may increase the sentence for a person convicted of a
crime that is designated as “terrorism”. Unfortunately,
the definition for that term is vague and left up to the
judge’s or the president’s discretion.
A recent arson fire that destroyed a major housing
development in Woodinville, Washington has also been
attributed to the Earth Liberation Front. Fires at several
SUV dealerships in California were also blamed on the
group.
18 people have been indicted for activities related to
the Earth Liberation Front. Thirteen have accepted plea
bargains ranging from probation to 13 years in jail.
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an in-state or Northwest element, and should not be longer than
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law
Dan McConnell

Reason #723: Newspapers
that advertise cell phones will
be the last to publicize the health
risks of them.
There are at least 1000 reasons
to support and subscribe to the Free
Press. Please do so on page 3!

Oops!
In issue #91 (Mar/Apr 2008), Kathleen Murphy
wrote that the removal of habeas corpus (in other
words, holding prisoners indefinitely without hearings)
was one of the unconstitutional acts of the Bush administration. However, she afterward discovered that there
are a couple cases in which the Constitution allows it.
Section 9 of Article I of the Constitution says that "...
habeas corpus shall not be suspended, unless when
in cases of rebellion or invasion the public safety may
require it."
That being the case, it would be a stretch of the
imagination to think that we have suffered anything
like a "rebellion or invasion" during the Bush years. In
fact, Kathleen, I think you were basically right. Bush
has been violating the Constitution, and I share your
wish that habeas corpus be restored as soon as possible.
Doug Collins, editor

help get the

word out
Would you like to spread the seeds
of progressive news in your part of
Washington State? Volunteer to be
an occasional Free Press distributor.
Leave small stacks at coffeeshops,
bakeries, bookstores, laundromats,
latte stands, libraries, etc. We ask
that distributors also be subscribers.
If you already subscribe, email us at
WAfreepress@gmail.com or include
a note with the subscription form on
page 3.

Andrew Wahl

THE HOMEBREW
CHRONICLES history
Editor’s note: The following true story recounts
the very humble origins of microbrewing in Seattle
during the late 1960s and early 1970s, starting with a
highschool kid just trying to get drunk. At the time, the
home-brewing of beer was still illegal.
The pioneers of commercial microbrew apparently
did not aim for the yuppie market. Quite the opposite.
But I’m told that the protagonist of this story – the
real Johnny Horizon – was green with envy when
Red Hook finally opened its above-board brewery in
Fremont and made good money doing it.
Names in this story, of course, have been changed
to protect the perpetrators.

Part 1: A BUG ON THUNDER ROAD
A faded red 1966 Volkswagen rolled south on 15th
Avenue West, headed for the Belltown neighborhood
of downtown Seattle. The bug was so loaded that from
behind it looked knock-kneed. Johnny Horizon had
crammed sixty gallons of homebrewed beer into his
girlfriend’s car in 24 cases, each holding twelve champagne bottles. Only three of the cases would fit into
the little front trunk of the VW; the rest were stacked to
the car’s ceiling in the passenger seats and on the floor.
Johnny was on his way to a bottle recycling shop next
to the Oregon Hotel on First Avenue where he would
trade his homebrew for a fistful of cash.
Pulling up to the shop, he made 24 trips inside and
then left with twelve crisp $20 bills.
Selling homebrew on skid road had started by accident, stemming from Johnny’s activities in sating
his own thirst. He brewed his beer in the basement of
a ramshackle rental house in the Magnolia district of
Seattle overlooking a railroad drawbridge spanning the
Ship Canal, not far from an east gate to Fort Lawton.
Johnny shared the house with his girlfriend, Laura,
and her three kids of elementary school age. It was a
low-income household, at least until Johnny started
selling homebrew. He’d exhausted his unemployment
compensation and was going to school at the University
of Washington. Laura was on welfare. Johnny rolled
his own cigarettes from Bugler, made his own beer,
and couldn’t afford a lawnmower – he used a machete
to keep the grass at bay in the yard. His only means of
transportation, other than Laura’s bug, was a not-sotrusty Norton 750 motorcycle.
Johnny found his connection for homebrew sales
during a quest for appropriate bottles in which to age
his personal stock of beer.
Homebrew is a potentially volatile commodity.
Pressure from carbonation is determined by exactly
when the beer is bottled and sealed in order to stop the
process of fermentation – after a fashion. Fermentation is caused by yeast, which converts sugar to alcohol.
CO2 – carbon dioxide – is the by-product. Too much
CO2 results from fermented beverages that are bottled
too early in the process, and can make beer explosive,
capable of turning bottles into shattered glass. If, on
the other hand, beer is bottled and sealed too late, it
lacks fizz and tastes flat, basically turning into malt
wine. Even with a hydrometer – the device used to
measure assess the stage of fermentation – the timing
for bottling beer was never exact. That made sturdy
bottles, for example champagne bottles, essential.
Johnny had learned the rules of brewing beer the
hard way: by trial and error. He’d lost countless gallons
of homebrew after it had gone flat. More often, though,
he had been guilty of jumping the gun, transferring
the beer wort to bottles too early in the fermentation
process. The results of capping bottles too early were
rather dramatic.
In his early brewing efforts while in high school and
living with his aunt and uncle, to escape the boredom
of homework he’d once decided to have a bottle of
homebrew while no one was home. He’d just started
to remove the metal presscap when the pent up beer

turned into a geyser. No beer was left in the bottle but,
luckily for Johnny, his aunt and uncle didn’t notice the
dent put in the ceiling by the cap.
It was the next batch he brewed in high school that
forced him to consider buying a hydrometer. He’d
bottled 15 gallons of homebrew in sturdy soda bottles
long before the yeast had finished its work. After aging
his “beer” for a month, and opening a few samples,
Johnny realized he had sixty bottle rockets that would
leave precious little to drink after launch.
Not one to have such a large investment go to waste,
Johnny and his friend Jim stood at the edge of his aunt
and uncle’s yard one night and popped open the volatile
bottles of homebrew to pressure-spray passing cars.
They whooped it up like modern-day robber barons but
realized one shortcoming: they couldn’t figure out how
to extract toll from traffic before shooting their liquid
broadsides.
Discharging beer through bottlenecks was actually a
step up for Johnny. His aborted batches had earlier resulted only in broken glass and puddled liquid. He once
persuaded another high school friend to hide 15 gallons
of homebrew in his mother’s basement so it could age.
Johnny had bottled that batch in one-gallon apple cider
jugs, made of glass that was rather thin.
Shortly after he and his friend had hidden the beer,
the mother was lying in bed when she heard what she
took to be the sound of gunfire in her basement. All fifteen jugs had exploded from the pressure of premature
bottling. When the poor woman went to investigate,
she discovered her basement flooded with beer.
The new style of beer and soda bottles, designed for
twist caps, also blew up as Johnny learned from painful
experience. They were cheap, made from thin glass to
cut costs. Even though he’d by now purchased a hydrometer, Johnny needed bottles that could withstand
high pressure, no matter how good he got at the timing
for sealing off his brew. Only old-style bottles would
work, like those manufactured for beer and soda before
the advent of twist caps. Champagne bottles were the
best. Johnny had never seen a champagne bottle blow
up no matter how early he’d bottled, and a steel cap also
fit nicely on them – pressed on with a bottle capper he
bought from Goodwill.
It was Johnny’s search for the right type of bottles
that originally brought him to the shop on First Avenue

in Belltown. At the time, he called the area “upper skid
road”. It was the prototype recycling shop in Seattle for
all types of glass, and one of the only places for getting
good used bottles of the old style and for champagne
bottles, at a nickel apiece. The bottles were collected by
winos who traded empties of all variety to get money for
full bottles of fortified wine which they could again sell
after being emptied.
Once, while picking through the shop’s bins to find
champagne bottles, Johnny noticed the proprietor selling a full bottle of liquid to one of his wino suppliers.
From the sediment – yeast residue – at the bottom of
the bottle, he knew the man must be selling homebrew
to the denizens of skid road. Johnny approached him at
the cash register.
“How much are you paying for that homebrew?”
“What are you talking about?”
Johnny persisted. “I know what you’re doing. How
much do you pay your homebrew supplier?”

The proprietor sized him up.
Barely out of his teens, Johnny looked too scruffy to be an
Alcohol Tobacco & Firearms
agent or even undercover for
the Seattle Police Department.
“Okay... eight dollars a gallon.”
“I’ll cut that price in half, delivered!” Johnny proclaimed.
“How do I know your beer is any good?”
“I’ll bring you a sample this afternoon.” A possible
deal having been made, Johnny paid for the champagne bottles he found and quickly loaded them into
his girlfriend’s VW. He returned to the shop that same
afternoon with his best sample of homebrew. The proprietor liked what he tasted and a bargain was struck.
Johnny would deliver homebrew at four dollars per
gallon, cash on delivery, and get his empty bottles back
at no charge.

see Homebrew Chronicles on page 4
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Homebrew Chronicles from p3
At four dollars per gallon, Johnny could turn a
300% profit on the price of ingredients for homebrew.
He didn’t add in the effort involved. Being unemployed
and going to college, his labor did not seem a compensable factor. He sold his current 15-gallon batch to the
man at the recycling shop and used the proceeds to buy
more ingredients, more bottles, and a thirty-two gallon
plastic garbage can.
Johnny brewed beer as fast as he could. The time
between batches went from months to weeks. The wino
consumers didn’t complain that the homebrew had not
been aged. They seemed more attracted to the alcohol
content than the bouquet of the beer. Johnny complied
with their taste by adding more and more dextrose
– corn sugar – to his batches.
Beer sold in grocery stores in Washington State
at the time was limited to an alcohol content of 3.2%.
After much experimentation, Johnny thought the ideal
alcohol content was six percent like beer sold in Wisconsin and other states around the Great Lakes. The
3.2% limit in Washington was a hangover from restrictions following Prohibition in the 1930s he figured.
Johnny was soon adding so much dextrose – “more
sugar equals more alcohol” he thought as he merrily
stirred his ingredients – that his batches of homebrew
were reaching an alcohol content of seven percent, the
upper limit for any beverage akin to beer in taste.
The demand for homebrew in Belltown was growing
steadily. So was Johnny’s greed for the profits collected
at the recycling shop. He was making so much from
brewing beer that he had money left over after paying
his share of rent and utilities. He used some of that
extra money to increase his level of production. Johnny
bought a second 32-gallon garbage can, allowing him to
be brewing better than 60 gallons of beer at all times.
Demand kept increasing and Johnny needed more
bottles. His ever-more-frequent deliveries to the
recycling shop were combined with searches for more
champagne bottles.
The neighborhood was such that there was a police
presence by Seattle’s Finest on a frequent basis. The
guy he was selling to knew nothing more about Johnny
than his first name and the price of the beer. Johnny
was not worried about the man going state’s evidence
on him if he got busted. He was nervous about how
many times he was seen going from the Volkswagen to
the store, carrying full cases of homebrew, while cops
were loitering in the vicinity.
Johnny quelled this worry by increasing his home
exercise program. He was already in good physical shape, aside from sampling too much of his own
product and rolling too many cigarettes. He increased
his daily regimen of calisthenics to 60 push-ups and 20
pull-ups at a time. His arms got so strong that he felt he
could handle full cases of homebrew while giving the
appearance of carrying empties.
He became so cocky about how deftly he handled
his loads that he once stopped, while just about to enter
the shop with a full case, to engage in small talk with a
police officer on the sidewalk. The cop assumed that
Johnny was a correct-thinking citizen who had managed to fill an entire car with bottles to be recycled.
During one of Johnny’s numerous trips to the
recycling shop, while rummaging around for more
bottles, he overheard price quotations, per bottle, from
the proprietor to some of his wino clientele. The prices
seemed to vary depending upon the customer, perhaps
contingent upon past dealings or maybe the credit-worthiness of the person asking for “homebrew today with
payment on Tuesday.” What Johnny learned was that,
depending upon who was buying his homebrew, the guy
at the cash register was raking in a profit ranging from
100% to 300%.
Johnny knew that he too was making a 300% profit
on the price of his ingredients. However, it was his
labor that was transforming those ingredients into a
highly marketable commodity. Anyway, profit percentages did not necessarily translate directly into how
much silver jingled in one’s pocket. Even a 300% profit
on ingredients was peanuts compared to a 100% profit
from retail sales. Johnny got indignant.
“Why should I have to roll my own cigarettes while
the guy at the cash register is probably living in a fancy
apartment on the top of Queen Anne Hill?” Johnny’s
first impulse was to raise the price of his homebrew.
But a deal was a deal. He decided to reduce the cost of
ingredients instead.
The first item was sugar. Johnny had already negotiated to get 100-pound sacks of dextrose for a price
only slightly higher than that paid by bakeries who
bought corn sugar by the railroad boxcar load.
The second item was hops. Washington’s Yakima Valley had recently outstripped Bavaria in West
Germany to become the biggest hop-growing region
in the world. Hops were expensive in Seattle. Johnny
calculated that there was no good reason to pay markup to middlemen when so many hops were budding on
strings just over the Cascade Mountains.
It took only three dollars in gas and oil for him
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to rocket his motorcycle over Snoqualmie Pass and
back. While in Eastern Washington Johnny landed a
deal with a hop farmer so sweet that he bought all the
hops he could cram into the saddlebags of his Norton,
enough for countless batches of beer.
The next item for cost control was malt. Barley malt
is the most expensive ingredient in beer. Malt syrup is
like molasses. Johnny had already reduced his costs by
purchasing sacks of dried malt in 80-pound bags and
reconstituting it to syrup by adding water. He bought
the bags, along with most of his other ingredients, from
Independence Malt Shop, recently relocated from the
Public Market to close by on Western Avenue.
Johnny walked into Independence Malt Shop and
told the owner that he’d buy all dried malt in stock if the
price was right. The owner took him across the street
to the west side of Western Avenue, to a mostly-vacant
brick building – some of which he used for his warehouse – to see how much dried malt was available.
Once in the warehouse, adorned with cobwebs and
piles of brewing supplies, Johnny noted quite a few carboys filled with wine in various stages of fermentation.
Carboys are large glass containers – usually five gallons
in volume – that have a bottle-like neck at the top.
Each was fitted at the neck with a fermentation lock
– a plastic vessel containing a water seal that acts like a
valve – to prevent air from entering and corrupting the
wine, but allowing carbon dioxide to escape. The CO2
is released in bubbles that rise through the water seal
before carbonation can increase enough to blow up the
carboy.
At the time, manufacture of beer in any quantity
was illegal. It was, however, legal to ferment as much
as 200 gallons of wine per year for “home consumption.” Johnny thought the distinction was ridiculous
and dismissed it as another hangover from Prohibition.
“You can get a whole lot drunker from wine than you
can from beer,” he thought. And while it was legal to
buy ingredients for homebrew, it was illegal to use them
and actually make it. He decided to violate the liquor
laws long before Congress and President Carter sanctioned his consumption of homebrew, at home at least,
much later in the 1970s.
The owner seemed to have a similar view of the
liquor laws. At five gallons each, it would only take 40
carboys to reach the legal limit. Johnny counted more
than 40, then made a casual observation: “Seems like
you’re making quite a bit of wine here. Better than 200
gallons, I’d say. What are you planning to do with so
much?”
The proprietor did not respond.
After that Johnny got all his malt from Independence Malt at cost.
In the meantime, Johnny was exploring the upper
reaches of alcohol content for beer. Nine percent was
as far as he was willing to go. Even though his homebrew was wildly popular with hangers-on near the
Oregon Hotel, it had so much alcohol it tasted more like
malt champagne than beer.
He knew that winos were the ultimate consumers in
his growing enterprise. Since he was using all natural
ingredients, Johnny nevertheless had a clear conscience. Even at nine percent his homebrew was only
half as powerful as fortified wine, once in the empty
bottles that graced the sidewalks of First Avenue.

He felt he was helping to
‘Save the Earth’ by selling
beer. “After all,” he rationalized, “what better service could
I perform on skid road than
helping winos get drunk organically?”
Johnny’s house was near a major grouping of railroad tracks at Interbay,
the area separating the
Seattle neighborhoods
of Magnolia and Queen
Anne Hill. Judging
from the number of
broken windows in the
basement, it appeared
that transients had
been fond of sleeping
there before he and
Laura moved in.
Johnny had
replaced the broken
windowpanes – getting
the landlord to pay for
the glass – but originally left the windows
unlocked. Instead he
mounted a lock on the
door that led to the
main floor from the
basement. “Old habits
die hard,” Johnny figured, ‘and anyway the

transients were going to sleep somewhere, so why not
let them stay in a familiar place?’
That changed when Johnny started making more
and more money from his homebrew. He assumed that
99 percent of transients had a desire, if not good reason,
to get drunk as often as possible. Johnny didn’t mind
the hobos doing what they felt compelled to do, as long
as they didn’t cut into his profit margin when they did it.
He started locking the basement windows at night.
Not long afterwards, Johnny was awakened one
night by the sound of breaking glass from a basement
window. He leapt out of bed, grabbed his machete, and
bounded down the basement steps. One window was
open, sporting a broken pane. He immediately assumed
that whoever broke the window had also stolen some of
the homebrew. Charging outside, Johnny ran a circumference of the house, cursing and slicing at the air with
his machete in menacing manner.
He found no one to dismember. Out of breath on
the front lawn, Johnny saw his shadow cast on the yard
from the street light. In his haste to catch a midnight
rambler near his homebrew, he’d neglected to put on
his bathrobe. Johnny suddenly realized that homicidal
intent left him covered with sweat, holding a machete...
and buck-naked. He was in full view of the front
windows of his Catholic neighbors across the street.
Fortunately the hour was near dawn and, he hoped, the
neighbors would certainly be asleep.
Johnny retreated to the basement to undertake an
inventory for his next delivery. No homebrew was missing. He never did figure out who broke the window.

Part 2: DISTILLING WHITE LIGHTNING                      
Trying to survive on a tight budget, Johnny Horizon
was more than somewhat frugal. His cheap nature finally revolted at the thought of the wasted ingredients he
poured down the basement drain every time he finished
brewing a batch of beer.
In a 32-gallon barrel, the last one or two gallons
is so saturated with yeast sediment that it cannot be
drunk as beer and is discarded as dregs after the top
portion is bottled. But now Johnny was brewing batches
so often, and discarding dregs so many times, that he
started adding up the cost of ingredients sent to the
sewer plant at West Point. He had to do something to
salvage all that waste.
Johnny was enrolled in a lab course at the
University of Washington as part of the Organic

continued next page
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Chemistry series he was struggling through. He paid
extra attention when directed to perform distillation
experiments. Alcohol – ethyl alcohol, or ethanol, to be
precise – has a boiling point of 180 degrees Fahrenheit.
Johnny finally understood what moonshiners had
known for centuries: If one boiled any substance containing alcohol – even rotten fruit from a tree – pure
ethanol could be produced when the temperature was
kept at 180 degrees or above, but below 212 degrees
so that water vapor would not dilute the alcohol. After
that the only thing required was to condense the alcohol
vapors back into liquid form – by cooling the alcoholic
steam – and let the moonshine drip into the bottle.
That was the solution!
Johnny bought an old five-gallon pressure cooker at
Goodwill for two dollars and started “liberating” copper tubing and glassware from his chemistry lab class.
His only other expenditure was for a thermometer. He
thought it best not to cut corners, price-wise, on this
item since temperature was the crucial factor in distilling moonshine.
He went to a scientific supply store on Western
Avenue and purchased their top-of-the-line thermometer for a price equivalent to the sale of several gallons of
homebrew. “One has to spend money to make money,”
Johnny philosophized.
Johnny now had everything needed to build a small
still. He already owned enough tools – to keep his
Norton motorcycle running – for connecting the components.
The pressure cooker was made from heavy aluminum alloy with screw-down clamps on the lid that were
wing-like, similar to the nuts on racing bicycles for
quick removal of the front wheel. Johnny started by
drilling a 15/32-inch hole in the center of the pressure
cooker lid. Then he created threads in the hole with
a 1/2-inch tap, to match the threads on his high-tech
thermometer. After that he drilled a 7/32-inch hole,
tapping out that hole for 1/4-inch threads, to provide an
outlet for the copper tubing carrying alcohol fumes.
The copper tubing led to another container, to cool
alcoholic steam back to liquid. Johnny grabbed the
cooling container – a large stew pot – from a cupboard
and coiled copper tubing inside it. He screwed in the
thermometer and the fitting for the tubing, filled up the
condensing pot with cold water, and ran to the basement for homebrew dregs he’d saved.
The Goodwill pressure cooker was almost filled by
the residue from Johnny’s latest two batches. He put on
the lid and tightened the clamps, then placed an empty
quart bottle of Olympia Beer beneath the discharge end
of the copper tubing.
Everything appeared ready to go. As a precaution
against contamination from the aluminum pressure
cooker, Johnny helped himself to some activated charcoal from supplies for his girlfriend’s aquarium and put
it in a white plastic funnel, which he then placed inside
the neck of the Olympia bottle beneath the end of the
copper tubing. He turned on the electric stove burner
and sat down in the kitchen to do his homework.
Johnny had not taken into account that a quarterinch opening for alcohol vapor would not allow for distillation at a very rapid pace. He fell asleep.
The temperature in the pressure cooker fluctuated,
gradually rising as heat from the stove burner vaporized more and more alcohol. Johnny awoke to see a
temperature registered at the top of the kettle of mash
dangerously close to 212 degrees. He adjusted the temperature, sat down, and dozed off again.
After several naps and hasty awakenings, the bottle
of alcohol drippings was full. He tasted the product. It
tasted like a crude malt liqueur, not nearly as potent as
the grain alcohol – Everclear – he’d once sampled in
Alaska, advertised at 190 proof. He wondered what he’d
done wrong.
Then he remembered an article in an underground
newspaper. Entitled “Moonshine Memoir”, the article
was by an old fart from the Ozarks who had described
various adventures with his still in the mountains. Most
of the author’s relatives had died from lead poisoning,
which Johnny suspected resulted from the old Ford
radiator the guy used to condense alcoholic steam into
white lightning.
The article also described how pure ‘shine could
not be made unless the drippings were “doubled and
tumbled.” To double and tumble alcohol in a still meant
to take liquid that boiled off the mash, dump it back in
and distill it a second time.
Taking the old moonshiner’s advice, Johnny poured
the first distillate back into the pressure cooker and
boiled it off again.
The second distillation went much more slowly than
the first. It was past dawn before Johnny had doubled
and tumbled a quart of white lightning. He tested the
result of his second distillation. It was close to pure
alcohol in taste.
“Perfect!” Johnny estimated his distillate at 175-185
proof alcohol. He proudly tromped down the steps to
hide his first quart of white lightning in the basement.
When he came back up, his girlfriend was waiting for

him in the kitchen.
Laura was not particularly pleased with Johnny’s
latest project. He had appropriated her largest and
favorite pot for a condenser and left the kitchen looking
like a section of Saigon after a mortar attack. It was the
missing aquarium charcoal that got her dander up. “You
took stuff the kids need for the aquarium!”
“I needed activated charcoal as a filter in this funnel.” Johnny pointed to part of the mess on the kitchen
floor.
“Aquarium supplies cost a lot of money. I can’t
afford to buy any more.”
“Heavy metal is in the liquid dripping from that
tube. Activated charcoal will remove it.” Johnny was
wrong about the last statement but he didn’t know it
at the time. He thought he was finally getting a return
on the $144 he reluctantly gave the U.W. every quarter
as tuition. In reality, activated charcoal did little more
than block out metal in solid chunks.
“Do you want heavy metal in my system?” he asked
rhetorically. “Do you want me to go blind?”
Laura surveyed the kitchen and did not respond.
In addition to the purloined pot and charcoal,
Johnny’s protracted presence in the kitchen during distillation did not sit well with his girlfriend. His apparatus covered the top of the stove and fed onto the floor in
front. With other moonshine paraphernalia, including
Johnny himself, the kitchen was rendered useless for
cooking.
“I want you out of my kitchen! “ Laura demanded.
“OK, I’ll clean this stuff up, but I’ll need to make
some more pure alcohol later. This is homework for my
chemistry class. “
“Bullshit! You just want to get drunk, fast.”

“This is an experiment,”
Johnny protested. “You should
feel honored to make sacrifices
for science.”
“I’m not going to sacrifice food for the kids so you
can make white lightning!” Laura was not persuaded.
The argument escalated. A compromise was reached
when Johnny promised he’d only set up his still one
night per week. Laura seemed satisfied with that.
Meanwhile, her boyfriend had already calculated that
the homebrew dregs at his disposal were only available
once per week, after each brewing cycle.
Johnny laboriously distilled a quart of white
lightning every week. He wanted to spend his time
on an activity less labor-intensive, like watching the
Watergate hearings on TV. “There has to be a way to
make hard liquor that isn’t so time-consuming,” he
thought. Johnny started plans for a self-feeding, largecapacity still capable of higher output.
He figured that, once he could afford it, he would
hire a machine shop to fabricate a 50-gallon mash
cooker out of copper. His constant presence during
distillation would not be needed with a thermostat and
clapper valve at the exhaust side for alcoholic steam. If
he drilled into the chimney and let the vapors escape
to the atmosphere, his Catholic neighbors would be
none the wiser about a moonshine operation across the
street. Johnny knew it would take a lot of money to put
his plan in motion.  
Johnny’s newfound ability to distill white lightning
caused an immense surge in popularity amongst certain
of his friends. Laura usually fled with her kids when
Johnny announced “moonshine tasting parties”. His
high school buddy, Jim, visited with mounting regularity. On one of those visits Johnny explained the rigamarole he had to go through to create the product that Jim
seemed to enjoy so much.
“That sure seems like a lot of work to get one crummy bottle of this stuff”, Jim observed. “Why don’t you
just buy grain alcohol at the liquor store?”
“It’s not sold in this state,” Johnny reminded him.
Jim’s whole face screwed up as he took a slug from the
bottle of white lightning. The product was foul tasting,
but very effective. Jim was getting drunk. Johnny challenged his friend: “You’re not a man unless you can toss
down a jigger of white lightning without puking.” He
went into the kitchen to retrieve a jigger glass he’d lifted
from a bar the last time he had enough money to frequent such an establishment. Jim took the bait.
Jim tossed down a shot-and-a-half of white lightning. He didn’t throw up but he sure got intoxicated.
“You’re a college boy. Why don’t you just steal grain
alcohol from the UW,” Jim asked. “I mean, you’re in
some stupid lab program, aren’t you? They must use
alcohol for experiments.”
“They do, but I think it’s methyl alcohol.”
“What’s the difference?” Jim asked.
“Methyl alcohol, methanol, is wood alcohol. If you
drink it, it will kill you.” Jim wanted to know the difference between methanol and ‘”regular old alcohol.”
Johnny explained: “Wood alcohol is worse than denatured alcohol, it’s ethyl alcohol polluted with five percent propanol to make it undrinkable.”
“Why didth they wanna to make it undrinkable?”
Jim’s inquiring mind had become burdened with
slurred speech.
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“The state legislature assumed that all college students want to get drunk. If ethanol were to be used, our
former legislators figured that those attending the universities would not only waste state-supplied materials,
they would also be too twisted to take exams.” Johnny
knew he was walking proof of legislative wisdom.
“Wha’ do UW lab students do?”
“They either get sick, die, or follow public policy,”
Johnny answered. “What do you think most of them
prefer?”
Jim didn’t answer. He had passed out.
Even though Jim claimed he hated the taste of
Johnny’s white lightning, his visits became even more
frequent. A visit one New Year’s Eve lasted longer than
expected. He got so drunk on white lightning that he
passed out before midnight. Laura had taken the kids
to visit family in California and Jim and Johnny were
home alone. When Jim awoke the following morning,
Johnny asked him if he knew what year it was.
Both Jim and Johnny knew that they had to stop
celebrating the holidays to get ready for January 2nd.
Jim had to get back to work; Johnny was supposed to
start winter quarter at the University of Washington.
Before New Year’s Day had much progressed, however,
Jim had dipped into Johnny’s white lightning.
“I can’t find the keys to my truck,” Jim complained.
“You’re over a 0.10 (blood alcohol content). You’re
not going anywhere.” Johnny had already hidden the
keys to Jim’s Chevy pick-up.
“Gimme my keys! I’ve gotta go home and go to work
in the morning.” Jim demanded. Johnny shook his
head, indicating that he wasn’t going to give back the
keys. Jim got belligerent. “Wanna fight?”
“Okay, let’s go!” Even though they were the same
size, Jim was swaying so much that Johnny figured he
could cold-cock his friend with one punch. “Go to bed.
You can go to work in the morning.”

“You som-bitch. Gimme my
keys!” He came at Johnny.
Johnny didn’t have to slug his
friend because Jim passed
out again before he got within
range of Johnny’s fist.
Johnny picked him up, threw him over his shoulder
and deposited his friend on the living room couch.
Jim and Johnny had so much white lightning
in their systems they didn’t realize that Western
Washington was entering into a record-breaking cold
snap. When they woke up the next day the thermometer
was in the teens. Johnny gave Jim his truck keys back.
Jim stormed back into Johnny’s house after an
unsuccessful attempt at starting his truck. His hands
had a hue of blue from the cold.
“My goddam gas line is frozen. I’ve got to get to
work or I might get fired.
“I’ll give you a ride,” Johnny volunteered. “Hop in
the Volkswagen.”
The battery in Laura’s 1966 VW Bug had been in a
low state of charge even before the temperature plummeted. The coldwave seemed to have frozen all volts
mid-circuit. The engine would not turn over. Even
pushing the Volkswagen on a slight downgrade toward
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the Ship Canal failed to elicit combustion. Jim and
Johnny abandoned the bug at the bottom of the slope,
with the car nose-first against the street’s dead end barricade.
“No sweat. We’ll get there faster on the Norton.”
Johnny pointed a frozen finger at his motorcycle leaning against the side of the house. Unlike his girlfriend’s
car that relied on a battery, Johnny’s motorcycle had
a kickstarter. He assumed that the thermometer could
not thwart the Norton’s ignition. He was wrong.
Johnny kicked the starter lever so hard and so many
times that he was soon working up a sweat in shirtsleeves in the record-breaking cold. The motorcycle previously had run just fine.
“Goddam Lucas electrics! I’ll bet Lucas wires rocketships, too. That’s why no Englishmen ever got to the
Moon!” The last time he’d purchased electrical parts at
his favorite motorcycle shop, Johnny recalled a comment from the owner’s son who was working the counter: “The English like to drink warm beer because they
have Lucas refrigerators.”
Johnny thought the remark was funny, at the time.
He knew that his Norton had a Lucas electrical system,
which drove him to further fits of fury as he kicked over
his cold motorcycle. Despite continued kicking, and the
addition of obscenities, the Norton wouldn’t fire up.
He assumed that electrical spark was missing, and that
Lucas was responsible.
Johnny then recalled a story he’d once heard about
the Allied capture of territory in Germany during the
waning days of World War II. An armored column had
been advancing so fast that it outstripped supply lines
and had run out of gasoline.
Seeing the shape of things to come from foreign
troops, the local populace had amassed a goodly quantity of alcohol, enough perhaps to weather an occupation. An enterprising American platoon leader forcefully
appropriated a stock of grain alcohol from some of the
German residents. Pouring pure alcohol into numerous
carburetors allowed the American column to progress
eastward until more gasoline was captured from confused German units.
Johnny speculated that a motorcycle could surely
run on grain alcohol if trucks and tanks could. Anyway,
Johnny knew from his chemistry class that the oxygen
atoms in alcohol, unlike gasoline, would make it easier
to combust. He ran into the house to get a bottle of
white lightning.
After he removed the spark plugs and poured small
amounts of white lightning directly onto the top of the
pistons, the motorcycle fired up on the second kick.
Actually, only the left piston fired. Johnny felt no
combustion from the right cylinder. The right piston
was moving up and down ineffectually, with neither
alcohol nor gasoline being combusted. He kept the
throttle twisted so far that RPMs shown on the tachometer stayed close to the red line.
After a couple of minutes the right cylinder spurted
into life. Johnny noticed an extraordinary amount of
moisture spewing out of the right tail pipe.
Water vapor combined with exhaust gases is not an
unusual occurrence for internal combustion engines.
Moisture condenses anywhere an automotive orifice
provides entry. That is why cold engines appear to be
smoking when started up in the morning. Johnny was
used to seeing steam from his motorcycle’s exhaust
when the engine warmed up. It was just that this time
there was so much steam from the right exhaust pipe.
He then noticed the extraordinary length of the icicle
draped over the space where the Norton had been
parked. Rainwater dripping off the gutterless roof into
the exhaust pipe must have frozen into a block of ice.
After the left cylinder on the Norton created enough
heat to thaw blockage for the exhaust from the right cylinder, the Norton started purring, both cylinders firing
in good tune. Johnny took Jim to work at high speed on
the motorcycle.
By the time he returned home, Johnny realized he’d
missed all his classes for the first day of winter quarter.
Johnny waxed prosperous from his homebrew
enterprise and was selling all he could make, as fast as
he could make it. After paying rent, food and utilities
there was money left for luxuries like factory-rolled
cigarettes. He had use of a gas-powered lawnmower
– purchased jointly with friends and used on a timeshare basis – and even took Laura to the movies and an
occasional restaurant.
Extra attention during distillation experiments
earned him a B for fall quarter in lab, the highest grade
Johnny would receive during his short, sweet career in
Organic Chemistry. His thoughts were directed increasingly at distilling enough white lightning to sell it.
Profit from the sale of grain alcohol was monumental
compared to homebrew, he figured.
Instead of investing in increased beer production,
he opened an account at Great Northwest Federal
Savings and Loan on 3rd & Virginia, a few blocks from
the Oregon Hotel, and started saving money for components to build his dream still.
Late that winter, Johnny got into a head-on collision
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with Murphy’s Law – if something could go wrong, it
did. Several 32-gallon batches of beer failed to ferment.
He’d been saving money by buying yeast in large quantities. Johnny finally realized that the yeast died of old
age. The mash was little more than sugar-laden malt
soup, and could not be distilled into white lightning
because the yeast failed to convert the dextrose into
alcohol.

He came close to tears when
pouring profit down the basement drain on six successive
occasions. Confronted with the
drawbacks to frugality, Johnny
bought fresh yeast.
He used the last of his savings on ingredients for
two barrels of beer. Johnny figured that he could slowly
build up assets again. Instead, one of the plastic barrels
split, spilling 32 gallons. The following batch was lost
because an old friend called just as he started siphoning the fermented brew into bottles. When he heard
the phone ring upstairs, Johnny stopped the flow by
squeezing the siphon tube into a crack in the basement
wall above the barrel, then ran to answer. The conversation lasted a long time. When he came back down
the stairs Johnny was horrified to see that the tube had
escaped its restraint and was lying on the floor. The
entire batch went down the drain.
This latest mishap meant that eight batches of
beer – about 250 gallons – had been lost in a row.
Ingredients were all used up and there was no money to
buy more. Johnny was out of business.
The rapid decrease in income caused domestic
discord. Johnny asked his girlfriend to use part of her
welfare grant to help pay his tuition at the University of
Washington.
“Forget it!” Laura was indignant. “That money is
for the kids and me. Why don’t you go to work?”
The situation deteriorated further. Laura and the
kids moved back to California. Johnny had to give up
the rental house in Magnolia. He moved to a piece of
land next to a house rented by friends in Preston, in
the western foothills of the Cascades. His friends let
him stay in an out-building, formerly used as a chicken
coop, rent-free in exchange for washing their dishes.
Johnny had neither homebrew nor white lightning
to cushion his fall from financial grace. He dropped out
of college and got a real job.
This account was originally published in the now
defunct Denny Regrade Belltown Paper. The author,
John Merriam, is an attorney specializing in maritime
labor cases.
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T

he National Kidney Foundation has withdrawn
its support of water fluoridation, citing the 2006
National Research Council (NRC) report indicating that kidney patients are more susceptible to fluoride’s bone and teeth-damaging effects.
The kidney-impaired retain more fluoride and risk
skeletal fluorosis (an arthritic-type bone disease), fractures and severe enamel fluorosis, which may increase
the risk of dental decay, reports the NRC.
Fluoride is added to US water supplies ostensibly to
reduce tooth decay. Fluoride is also in foods, beverages,
drugs and dental products. (1)
The National Kidney Foundation’s (NKF) former
fluoridation position statement also carried surprising cautions. The NKF advised monitoring children’s
fluoride intake along with patients with chronic kidney
impairment, those with excessive fluoride intake, and
those with prolonged disease. (2)
But NKF now admits, “exposure from food and beverages is difficult to monitor, since FDA food labels do
not quantify fluoride content.”
The NKF’s April 15, 2008 statement goes further:
“Individuals with CKD [Chronic Kidney Disease] should
be notified of the potential risk of fluoride exposure.”
“More than 20 million Americans have CKD, and
most don’t even know it. More than 20 million others
are at increased risk for developing CKD,” NKF reports.
“There is consistent evidence that impairment of
kidney function results in changes to the way in which
fluoride is metabolized and eliminated from the body,
resulting in an increased burden of fluoride,” concludes
Kidney Health Australia in a paper NKF recommends
reading. (3,4)
NKF’s earlier fluoridation support was dropped after
a lawyer, an academic dentist and public health professional, Daniel Stockin, alerted it to NRC’s findings. (5,6)
“An easy way to reduce the uncontrolled flow of
fluoride into our bodies is to stop water fluoridation,”
says attorney Paul Beeber, President of the New York
State Coalition Opposed to Fluoridation. “But it takes
political will to reject fluoridation.”
The American and Louisiana Dental Associations
erroneously claim the National Kidney Foundation supports fluoridation. However, even the American Dental
Association reports that “decreased fluoride removal
may occur among persons with severely impaired kidney function who may not be on kidney dialysis.” (7,8,9)
Chronic kidney disease is a growing health problem
in the United States occurring more often in AfricanAmerican populations, says the Centers for Disease
Control. (10)
More fluoride/kidney information can be found at
www.fluoridealert.org/health/kidney/index.html. Paul
Beeber can be contacted at 516-433-8882 or nyscof@
aol.com. Daniel Stockin, MPH, can be contacted at
stockin2@yahoo.com or 706-669-0786.
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BIG INSURANCE IS
BIG INVESTMENT
Your insurance company might
even be handing your payments to Halliburton
by John Jonik

I

t isn’t just about health care. It’s about the endless
“wars.” About environmental problems globally.
About the abuse of workers. About the pharmaceutical and petrochemical firms that keep the “war
on drugs”, especially cannabis, cranking along. About
privatized, corporate media. And about abysmally
privatized “public” officials who let all this happen.
There’s more to this than just how bad insurers
treat their own subscribers (as seen in Michael Moore’s
documentary, “Sicko”) and how they waste so much of
what ought to be health care monies.
The conflicts of interest of the insurance corporations are robbing, sickening, and killing us.
Even Cheney’s Halliburton is on list of Cigna Health
Insurance investments!
Big Insurance is Big Investment, on steroids.
Patrons’ money, besides going to non-health related
things like advertising, campaign fund gifts, CEO
bonuses, lobbying, redundant administrative costs,
etc., also go to Wall Street Investments. As little as
possible goes to, you know, patient care.
A little less than zero goes to prevention of exposures to, or even polite warnings about, dangerous
industrial toxins and carcinogens. Patrons are essentially wells of loot for insurers to invest in corporations
that patrons are never informed about.
Cops busting a guy for not having car insurance
probably don’t even know they are enforcing investments into Wall Street corporate properties.
Anyway, here below is some Securities and
Exchange Commission (SEC) info about where our
health insurers invest the money we pay them. It goes
to support military contractors, big oil, pesticides,
cigarette manufacturers (!), biotech, coal mining (a.k.a.
mountaintop removal), global warmers, illegal loggers,
etc. You name it. That’s the US version of “health care”.
If you’d like to search for the many investments of
any given big insurance corporation, it works pretty
well to just Google the term “SEC” with whatever
insurer name. How many of the corporations they
invest in may be the very ones responsible for causing
your health problems, or the mud slides that wiped out
your house? How many, besides Coca Cola and Shell,
are hooked up with right wing death squad governments?
Just to give you a small sampling, here are the
“Aerospace & Defense” investments of two large insurance corporations, Metlife and Cigna. I found these
listed recently on SEC websites, which give additional
detail.
Boeing Co.
General Dynamics Corp.
Goodrich Corp.
L-3 Communications Holdings, Inc.
Lockheed Martin Corp.
Northrop Grumman Corp.
Raytheon Co.
Rockwell Collins, Inc.
United Technologies Corp.
Curiously, Metlife and Cigna have invested in
essentially identical lists of military contractors,
though the particular dollar amounts of investment
differ.
To know that Big Insurance is Big Investment is
essential. It’s why drivers are compelled to buy auto
insurance, and do not get it through public funding.
It’s why some reformers have propose compelling us
all to patronize private health insurance. The only
humane and just fix is to remove Big Insurance entirely from the area of public health care.
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Health Care And The
Ghosts Of War

Media Beat

BY NORMAN SOLOMON

S

peaking in a time of war, Martin Luther King Jr.
said: “Somehow this madness must cease.”
Forty-one years later, young soldiers are
returning to the United States from terrifying zones of
carnage. The old claims of a justified war have melted
away. So have the promises of a humane society back
home.
Statistics about the war dead tell us very little about
human realities. And familiar downbeat numbers about
health care – 47 million Americans with no health
insurance, perhaps an equal number woefully
under-insured – tell us very little about the
actual consequences or other options.
“The shocking facts about health care in the
United States are well known,” Yes! Magazine
noted in the autumn of 2006. “There’s little
argument that the system is broken. What’s not
well known is that the dialogue about fixing the
health care system is just as broken.”
That’s an apt description. For all the media
focus and political rhetoric on health care, the
mainline discourse is stuck in a corporatefriendly rut.
There’s a lot of profit in death. Under the
guise of national security. And under the guise
of health care.
Today, across the United States, people
are dying because they don’t have access to
health care. But policy solutions are available.
In Congress, about 90 co-sponsors are backing HR 676, a bill to provide “comprehensive
health insurance coverage for all United States
residents.” Call it whatever you like – “single payer”
or “improved Medicare for all” or “universal health
care with choice of providers and no financial barriers.” What it adds up to is the policy option of treating
health care as the human right that it is.
In the latest edition of “Health Care Meltdown,”
author C. Rocky White identifies himself as “a conservative Republican who has always held an entrepreneurial ‘pull yourself up by your own bootstraps’
free-market philosophy.” A longtime physician, White
describes “the frustration I began to experience while
trying to provide compassionate, quality health care in
the context of a market in which the accustomed rules
of business economics don’t apply.”
Dr. White immersed himself in research on health
care policy and finance. Then he pored through reams
of the latest data on the tradeoffs of reform options.
“No matter how I turned the cube,” he writes, “the
answer never changed. That answer was nearly impossible for me, a free-market Republican, to accept.”
Here are Dr. White’s two key conclusions in his own
words:
* “Until we remove the motive of profit from the
financing of health care, we cannot and we will not
resolve our current health care crisis.”
* “Any group that proposes reform policy that maintains the use of for-profit insurance companies in a socalled free market is being driven by one single motive
– to protect the golden coffers of their share of the $2
trillion cash cow!”
Dr. White adds: “To continue down this road is
paramount to suggesting that we privatize our fire and
police services and turn them into for-profit organizations. You do that and people will die – just like they
are dying now under our current health care system!”
Grotesquely, the insurance and hospital industries
at the center of health care in the United States are,
in effect, profiting from priorities that condemn many
people to death and many more to avoidable suffering.
Meanwhile, corporate enterprises continue to make
a killing from US military expenditures now in the
vicinity of $2 billion per day.
During a wartime speech in 1969, the Nobel Prizewinning biologist George Wald said: “Our government

has become preoccupied with death, with the business
of killing and being killed.”
The preoccupation continues.
“When machines and computers, profit motives and
property rights, are considered more important than
people,” Martin Luther King observed, “the giant triplets of racism, extreme materialism, and militarism are
incapable of being conquered.”
Still, somehow, this madness must cease.
Norman Solomon, the author of “War Made Easy,”
is a national co-chair of Healthcare NOT Warfare.
The other co-chairs of the campaign, launched by
Progressive Democrats of America, are Donna Smith
(featured in “Sicko”), Marilyn Clement (national coordinator of Healthcare-NOW) and Rep. John Conyers,
chief sponsor of HR 676.
cartoons by John Jonik
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DENNIS KUCINICH MAKES HISTORY
BUT HARDLY MAKES THE NEWS
by Linda Boyd, Washington For Impeachment

politics

O

n June 9, Congressman Kucinich introduced 35
Articles of Impeachment against George Bush.
The internet lit up with the news, and C-SPAN
broadcast the proceedings, including the near stampede
of Representatives fleeing the US House chamber while
Kucinich stood for hours to read the entire text. The
story was only briefly reported in the print and broadcast
media across the nation.
If you looked for information about the 35 Articles of
Impeachment against George Bush in the Seattle papers
and broadcast media, you would have been disappointed.
The Seattle Times ran two short AP articles about the
Bush Impeachment resolution in which a few of the 35
charges are briefly mentioned, but not discussed.
A small notice ran in a regular column about how
lawmakers voted on House Resolution 1258, along with
all of the other votes that week.
In an unrelated article about Nancy Pelosi’s visit to
Seattle, Seattle Post-Intelligencer regional columnist
Joel Connelly extolled Pelosi’s practicality, made fun of
pro-impeachment activists on the left, parroted Pelosi’s
explanation for not impeaching, but didn’t mention a
single one of the charges in Kucinich’s resolution.
The Seattle Post-Intelligencer also ran two short AP
notices on the resolution, only one of which even mentioned the charges. In the previous year, the PI did run
an editorial by John Nichols supporting impeachment,
and two opinion editorials by the director of Washington
For Impeachment.
No paper reported on the content, meaning or
documentation of even a single Article of Impeachment
against George W. Bush.
Nevertheless, the large volume of pro-impeachment
letters-to-the-editor, both in print and online, shows
extremely high interest in impeachment from these
newspapers’ readers.
Not a single in-state daily honored its duty to report
on the Articles of Impeachment against Bush to address
abuse of power by the president, the fraud that led to
war in Iraq, corruption, and signing statements that
subverted the constitution. Rendition, torture, and spying on Americans are apparently not worthy of mention
by any major print or broadcast media in WA, at least
not in the context of impeachment. Nobody investigated
and reported on the extensive documentation supporting each of the charges. Not even the in-state National
Public Radio stations.
To their credit, both the Seattle Times and the Seattle
Post-Intelligencer ran many fine articles and editorials
about torture and Guantanamo in June, but failed to
mention that Articles of Impeachment numbers 17, 18 ,
19, and 20 address these crimes.
There has also been no mention in the press of the
growing list of cosponsors to House Resolution 1258.
One notable exception has been the alternative radio
station Air America (AM 1090 in the Seattle area), which
has devoted a significant amount of discussion to the
topic.
John Nichols, a writer for The Nation magazine,
commented in an interview with Bill Moyers: “Let me
mention the unspoken branch of government, which is
the fourth estate: the media. The fact of the matter is the
founders anticipated that presidents would overreach.
And they anticipated that at times politics would cause
Congress to be a weaker player or a dysfunctional player.
But they always assumed that the press would alert the
people, that the press would tell the people. And the fact
of the matter is I think that our media in the last few
years has done an absolutely miserable job of highlighting the constitutional issues that are in play.
As the Reverend King put it, “There comes a time
when silence is betrayal.”
For your reference, below are the titles of the 35
Articles of Impeachment introduced by Kucinich. The
website www.afterdowningstreet.org/busharticles gives
the complete text of each article of impeachment, as well
as other references. Also visit www.washingtonforimpeachment.org.
Dennis J. Kucinich of Ohio
In the United States House of Representatives
Monday, June 9th, 2008
A Resolution (HR 1258)
Impeachment of President George W. Bush
Article I Creating a Secret Propaganda Campaign to
Manufacture a False Case for War Against Iraq.
Article II Falsely, Systematically, and with Criminal
Intent Conflating the Attacks of September 11, 2001,
With Misrepresentation of Iraq as a Security Threat as
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The New
George III
What would Thomas Jefferson
say about George W. Bush
hanging out on Monticello's
porch step?
By David Swanson

O
Part of Fraudulent Justification for a War of Aggression.
Article III Misleading the American People and Members
of Congress to Believe Iraq Possessed Weapons of Mass
Destruction, to Manufacture a False Case for War.
Article IV Misleading the American People and Members
of Congress to Believe Iraq Posed an Imminent Threat to
the United States.
Article V Illegally Misspending Funds to Secretly Begin a
War of Aggression.
Article VI Invading Iraq in Violation of the Requirements
of HJRes114.
Article VII Invading Iraq Absent a Declaration of War.
Article VIII Invading Iraq, A Sovereign Nation, in
Violation of the UN Charter.
Article IX Failing to Provide Troops With Body Armor
and Vehicle Armor
Article X Falsifying Accounts of US Troop Deaths and
Injuries for Political Purposes
Article XI Establishment of Permanent US Military
Bases in Iraq
Article XII Initiating a War Against Iraq for Control of
That Nation’s Natural Resources
Article XIIII Creating a Secret Task Force to Develop
Energy and Military Policies With Respect to Iraq and
Other Countries
Article XIV Misprision of a Felony, Misuse and Exposure
of Classified Information And Obstruction of Justice in
the Matter of Valerie Plame Wilson, Clandestine Agent
of the Central Intelligence Agency
Article XV Providing Immunity from Prosecution for
Criminal Contractors in Iraq
Article XVI Reckless Misspending and Waste of US Tax
Dollars in Connection With Iraq and US Contractors
Article XVII Illegal Detention: Detaining Indefinitely
And Without Charge Persons Both US Citizens and
Foreign Captives
Article XVIII Torture: Secretly Authorizing, and
Encouraging the Use of Torture Against Captives in
Afghanistan, Iraq, and Other Places, as a Matter of
Official Policy
Article XIX Rendition: Kidnapping People and Taking
Them Against Their Will to “Black Sites” Located in
Other Nations, Including Nations Known to Practice
Torture
Article XX Imprisoning Children
Article XXI Misleading Congress and the American

see Impeachment on page 14

n the first Fourth of July, the members of the
Continental Congress signed a declaration of
their disloyalty to the third George to rule the
empire, denouncing his abuses of power. They complained of harassment by his troops, of his elevating the
military above civilian power, of his denying people a fair
trial by jury and instead transporting them overseas to be
tried on false accusations, and in general of rendering the
colonies almost as unpleasant and fearful a place to dwell
as occupied Iraq would one day become.
On this year’s Fourth of July, 2008, the third George
to rule the new American empire has spread his troops
across the country and the globe, placed military above
civilian power, thrown out the right to a trial by jury and
established his right to transport people overseas to be
tried on false accusations.
In preparation for the great celebration, the Supreme
Court has symbolically restored the right to a fair trial,
but our new “King” George has simply ignored this.
Congress, in turn, stamped its credentials as a body
of loyal Tories by officially undermining the Fourth
Amendment, which prohibits unreasonable search and
seizure.
And this past July Fourth, our George III disgraced
the grounds of Thomas Jefferson’s house, Monticello, in
Charlottesville, Va., making a speech on that morning.
It was Thomas Jefferson who said: “As to myself, I
love peace, and I am anxious that we should give the
world still another useful lesson, by showing to them
other modes of punishing injuries than by war, which
is as much a punishment to the punisher as to the sufferer.”
Thomas Jefferson, who said: “If there be one principle more deeply rooted than any other in the mind of
every American it is that we should have nothing to do
with conquest.”
Thomas Jefferson, who said that to check “the dog
of war’’ we had to take the war-making power out of the
hands of a single person, and give it to Congress.
Thomas Jefferson, who said that the people’s house
of representatives could hold the executive and judicial
branches in check only through the power of impeachment.
Thomas Jefferson, who authored the Declaration of
Independence.
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Five Ways To Make
Your Vote Actually Count
ELECTION REFORM

opinion by Janice Van Cleve

M

any people agree that we need to reform our
election process in the United States. From the
corrupting influence of money to the obsolete
electoral college, from dirty campaign tactics to Diebold
voting machines, from turning elections into a horserace
to negative ads, the whole pile is full of problems. Where
to begin?
By now we are all familiar with the flawed elections
of 2000 and 2004. The short list includes:
• Voter registrations from minorities and students
restricted, shredded, or purged from the official lists.
• Frivolous challenges to legitimate voter registrations.
• Vote-suppression, like telling minority voters to vote
on a different day or else “choking” their votes by not
providing enough polling machines in poorer neighborhoods.
• Hacking voting machines to switch votes to a favored
candidate.
• Racial profiling by declaring votes from minorities
“spoiled” and rejecting them.
• “Swiftboating” attacks by independent, uncontrolled hit
machines operating with unregulated money.
• Corporate media replacing election officials as the arbiters of election results.
A full list would go much further.
In state after state, examples of election fraud, tampering, or manipulation feed the growing popular cynicism that individual voters don’t count anymore. Big
money buys exposure for the candidates and access to
them. Pundits tell us how to judge them.
The voice of the average citizen is being drowned out,
and American democracy – like the American economy
– is being swallowed up by an elite class and its willing
servants.
So far Congress, which is beholden to campaign
financiers, has merely picked around the edges of election reform. Even their attempts to curb the influence of
money in elections only touches on symptoms instead of
root causes. Real reform requires us to get underneath
the symptoms.
Five reforms that would go a long way toward fixing our election process are curbing corporate media,
universal registration, paper trails for voting machines,
elimination of the electoral college, and swift justice for
vote tampering or suppression.

1. Curbing corporate media
Speed is one of the drivers behind what’s wrong with
United States elections. News organizations can’t wait to
project a winner fifteen minutes after the polls close with
only .0005% of the votes counted. Accuracy is sacrificed
to get the scoop.
The 2000 presidential election in Florida was “called”
by a FOX news reporter tied to the Bush campaign. The
other corporate media stations, not wanting to be left
behind, jumped on the bandwagon. Later counts showed
that Al Gore actually won the popular vote but by then it
was too late.
Here are the media reforms we need:
• No more election “calling” or predicting by the media.
No announcements of victory until every vote is counted and the county clerk (for county and city elections)
or the secretary of state (for statewide elections) certifies the final official election results. In Washington
State the 2004 vote for governor was recounted three
times and it was two months before citizens knew
who their new governor would be. So what? The traffic lights kept working. The state patrol kept writing
speeding tickets. State workers still showed up at their
offices. Voters still enjoyed their Thanksgiving dinners
and stores still stocked up for holiday shopping. And
Inauguration day was not at all delayed.
• No more exit polling. Exit polls are very inaccurate
samples and besides, voters have a right to privacy.
There are plenty of professionals in the private and
public sectors, including media, who will analyze election statistics for months after the dust has settled.
Glib conclusions by reporters in a rush to put something on the air is inherently worthless.
These reforms, in my opinion, do not abridge the
First Amendment rights of freedom of speech or freedom

of the press. Voting is the people’s most fundamental
freedom of speech and as such it overrules a reporter’s
freedom to speak for them. Voting should be protected
from loose cannons who may skew the results for their
narrow corporate interests.

2. Universal registration
Registration by residence is another driver behind
what’s wrong with United States elections. Every time a
voter moves, they have to re-register. In spite of online
registration, party registration, registration with driver’s
license, etc., there are still huge numbers of potential voters not registered. The whole process depends on arcane
lists or obnoxious procedures belonging to political parties or government clerks and is based on residence.
Instead, registration should belong to each voter as his or
her rightful possession.
A positive reform would be to issue a voter registration card to every voter when they first register. This
card would work like a credit card - slide it through a
machine that would date stamp it for that election at that
location (thus preventing multiple voting by one voter).
Then the voter picks up a ballot or goes to a different
machine to vote. This would preserve the principle of
secret balloting and the voter could vote in any polling
place in the country. Naturally, a Seattle resident voting in Atlanta probably would not recognize any local
candidates there but could at least vote for national candidates. If an absentee voter wants to vote for local candidates back home, there is always the option of a mail in
ballot.

3. Paper trails for voting machines
There is nothing wrong with voting machines per
se. They increase throughput and reduce manual labor.
However, they have been proven to be no more accurate
than hand counting, they are not transparent, and some
have been deliberately corrupted to falsify results. A
reform widely advocated is to require a paper trail with a
copy for the voter.

4. Elimination of the electoral college

this way, but by now we have the technology, a robust
body of law, and a historical tradition that supports a
new way to choose the President.
Today the allocation of electors by state is an anachronism. It warps the election process into “big states”
and “small states.” It gives all the electoral votes for a
state to the one candidate who gets the most votes in that
state, even if that candidate does not even get a majority. Instead, everybody’s vote should be counted equally.
The Presidential contest should be by simple nationwide
popular vote.

5. Swift justice for vote tampering
or suppression
Of the two bedrocks of a democratic society, voting
and trial by jury, it would be difficult to choose which is
more fundamental. Jury tampering is treated as a serious felony in all 50 states. Yet vote tampering is treated
almost as a “boys will be boys” prank which is almost
grudgingly envied by other political groups that did not
think of it first.
A reform of federal and state laws should treat vote
tampering and vote suppression as dangerous felonies,
and dirty tricksters should serve serious jail time.
This year we have witnessed a tremendous surge in
voter turnout. Enthusiasm is high. We see many new
voters, many young voters, and many women and minority voters eager to have their voices heard and their votes
counted. Citizens want to take their government back.
We have the opportunity to reform the way we do elections. It is time for a change.
Janice Van Cleve is Area Coordinator for 22 precincts of the 43rd District on Seattle’s Capitol Hill.

elections

The electoral college was established because of a
deep distrust of “the rabble” by some of the elites who
signed the Constitution. Perhaps today’s elites still think

CONGRESSMAN NORM
DICKS ATTRACTS
ELECTORAL RIVALS
by Doug Collins

I

n June, incumbent congressman Norm Dicks (the 6th
District Democrat representing Washington’s peninsula region) broke with the majority of Democrats,
voting to grant immunity to the telecoms who took
part in illegal, warrantless surveillance of US citizens.
Republican Senator Kit Bond observed, “The White
House got a better deal than they even hoped to get.”
The immunity legislation will have the effect of nullifying any current lawsuits against companies that have
engaged in illegal wiretapping for the government.
About a month earlier, Dicks also voted against the
majority of Democrats to give President Bush another
$165 billion dollars to continue the War in Iraq, with no
limitations or timeline attached.
Dicks’ actions in support of the War On Terror have
raised the ire of Paul Richmond, a peninsula lawyer
and activist who has filed to run against Dicks in the
Democratic primary.
“This isn’t the first time Dicks has voted against our
most basic liberties,” said Richmond. “Dicks supported
the Patriot Act which attacks rights to legal process
under the 4th 5th and 6th Amendments; the Homegrown
Terrorism Act which will study which ‘ideologies’ ought
to be illegal; the Defense Authorization Act that allows
the military to be used against citizens for the first time
in 130 years.”
Richmond reports that contributions to his campaign
have greatly increased with each of the recent pro-administration votes by Dicks.

On the Green Party ticket, Grays Harbor College
history professor Dr. Gary Murrell will also run against
Norm Dicks.
Murrell promises, “when I am elected, I will work for
an immediate withdrawal of all American forces from
Iraq.”
Other key areas Dr. Murrell’s campaign for the 6th
Congressional District will focus on are; affordable education, campaign reform, Constitutional violations, civil
liberties, the economy; and health care.
“I have been active in the Democratic Party for
years;” said Murrell. “I have voted for Democrats all of
my life, served in county party leadership roles, hoping Democrats would do the right thing,” he added.
“However they have not, so I am running for Congress
on the Green Party ticket, as their views are more aligned
with mine.”
When asked about his chances of winning in the new
Washington State primary system, Murrell said; “With
the top-two system now it’s much easier for third parties
to get on the ballot. Disaffected Democrats, Republicans
and independents who feel that their interests are not
being met by the dominant parties can look to a viable
alternative.”
For further information on the campaigns of Norm
Dicks, Paul Richmond, and Gary Murrell, please see
their websites: www.house.gov/dicks, www.richmond4congress.com, and www.garymurrell2008.com.
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Generation X-Ray
Cell phones present a number of health risks, especially for the young
By Amy Worthington
Numbered references appear at the end of this article.

T

he premier advertising image implanted in the
American psyche is that of grinning kids holding cell phones. Print and broadcast media are
riddled with wireless promotions tailored for the very
young. Kids are enticed with colored handsets, mesmerizing touch screens and customized ring tones. Wireless
music downloads, TV, video streaming and games are
irresistible.
By 2010 there will be 31 million young cell phone
users, 10.5 million of them pre-teens.(1) “Parents have
made teens and their younger 8-12 year old siblings the
fastest growing segment of the cell phone market,” says
Yankee Group, a consulting firm which promotes all
things wireless.(2) In 2007, a Harris Interactive survey
reported that American kids age 10-17 admit to using a
cell phone an average of up to 3.75 hours per day.(3) A
teen boasting five or more hours per day is not uncommon.
As heavy users of wireless, these millions of kids
are among the radiation industry’s most lucrative cash
cows. But getting milked at an early age should garner
hazard pay, according to thousands of scientific studies
compiled over decades.

Warnings from all over the world
“I would not want to be a heavy user of a mobile
phone,” says Professor Bruce Armstrong, researcher
at the University of Sydney School of Public Health.
Heading the Australian component of the multi-nation
Interphone study project, Armstrong told the media in
April, 2008, that evidence of a mobile phone connection
with harmful effects, including tumors, is accumulating.(4)
For kids, this is bad news. In 2005, the Journal of
the American Academy of Pediatrics confirmed that
children are especially sensitive to all electromagnetic fields because their developing nervous systems
are fragile, their brain tissues more conductive and
their smaller skeletons more easily penetrated by the
waves.(5)
Russian scientists responsible for public health have
issued an urgent warning about wireless health damage, recommending that children under 18 limit the use
of cell phones to emergency calls only.(6) British and
Austrian health officials warn that kids may be especially susceptible to serious health problems from wireless
devices.(7) Canadian officials say that children should
limit cell phone use until health science catches up with
technology.(8) The French health minister advised in
January, 2008, that kids be allowed no more than 6
wireless minutes at any one time.(9)
Yet, not a single US health agency is warning about
the risks to kids who stew themselves in gigajuice.
Adults are browbeat to “go tech” to talk to their kids, or
text message them – even from the next room – as if
face-to-face is “so, like, yesterday.” But ironically, wireless radiation guarantees major disruption in the chemical communication pathways between all the cells of his
body.(10)
The dangerous disconnect between popular culture
and the realities of medical science portends disaster.
Because the wireless industry controls the mainstream
media with billions of dollars in advertising, there is
a conspicuous media blackout of important radiation
science which is coming from labs all over the world.
While group-think insists that cell phones help make
kids safer, here is what American parents are not being
told:
1. Microwave phones can make kids hearing-impaired.
According to research presented in 2007 by the
American Academy of Otolaryngology, cell phone radiation incrementally damages the inner ear, causing high
frequency hearing loss. Those who talk an hour a day or
more, sustain the most damage.(11) Youthful cell phone
habituates will suffer major and irreversible hearing
damage by the time they reach young adulthood.
2. Microwave phones can make kids vision-impaired.
Microwaves cause eye lens opacity similar to cataracts.
In the 1970s, researcher Milton Zaret demonstrated
that weak microwave fields cause debilitating subcapsular eye lesions, sometimes years after exposure.(12)
Israeli researchers have confirmed that microwaves at
cell phone intensities cause macro and micro damage
to the entire visual system, including tiny bubbles that
can form on the eye lens.(13) Dr. Om Gandhi at the
University of Utah reported that the eye lens of a ten-
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year-old child will absorb five times more cell phone
radiation than an adult eye.(14) Metal-rimmed eyeglasses can absorb microwaves, then re-emit that radiation
onto the eye surface.(15)
3. Microwave phones can make kids brain-impaired.
Brain scans show that microwave phone radiation penetrates deeply into a child’s brain.(16) Within minutes,
cell phone microwaves can open the blood brain barrier,
allowing albumin and other chemicals from tiny blood
vessels to leak into sensitive brain tissues. This leakage causes irreversible oxidative stress and nerve tissue
damage.(17) Brain hormones, including melatonin,
dopamine, norepinephrine and thyroid stimulating hormone are disrupted by phone microwaves.(18)
4. Microwave phones highly elevate a child’s cancer risk.
In late 2007, Israeli experts announced that talking as
little as 10 minutes on a cell phone triggers changes
in brain tissues linked to abnormal cell division and
cancer.(19) Phone microwaves are implicated in both
eye and salivary gland tumors.(20) In 2006, studies by
three European research groups reported an increased
incidence of brain tumors in people who have used
mobile phones for ten years or more. After 2000 hours
of microwave phone exposure, kids face a 240 percent
increased risk of developing brain malignancy.(21)

The test results of the “Indian study” are as stunning
as the REFLEX work. The non-cell-phone-user control
group had an average of only four percent of their blood
and mouth cells with DNA damage. The human body
has a chance of meeting this moderate cellular reconstruction challenge.
A whopping average of 39.75 percent of cells taken
from mobile phone users showed DNA damage. The
blood of one 24-year-old male revealed 63 percent
micronucleated cells. He had used a cell phone for 1-2
hours per day for two years, the norm for millions of
kids.
The Indian study confirms that the human body,
overwhelmed with the continual and brutal assault of
wireless radiation, is unable to perform normal cellular
repair. Other studies confirm that microwave radiation,
which causes a critical need for continual cellular repair,
simultaneously shuts down cellular repair mechanisms.(24)

Prognosis for Gen X-ray

So the latest studies reveal what no one wants to
hear: kids who endlessly cell-phone socialize, even sleep
with perpetually transmitting wireless devices (to keep
intermittent conversations on line), are literally tearing
to shreds the cells and tissues upon which their lives
depend.
The consequences of continual bombardment with
Got wireless? Just call it “X-ray”
aggressive, DNA-shredding radiation will become obviNo sane parent would submit his child to 1600 chest
ous only after a long latency period, similar to asbestos
X-rays over a 24 hour period. Yet a mere 24 hours of
exposure and tobacco smoking. Radiation researcher
wireless phone radiation can inflict the same damage
Dr. Milton Zaret told congressional investigators years
to a child’s tissues as 1600 chest X-rays. This is the
ago that the dangers of non-ionizing radiation cannot be
crux of studies completed by 12 groups of researchers
overstated because “most non-ionizing radiational injufrom seven European countries who collaborated in the
ries occur covertly, usually do not become manifest until
REFLEX study project to gauge the effects of wireless
after latent periods of years, and when they do become
radiation on human health. REFLEX scientists have
manifest, the effects are seldom recognized.”(25)
released images of actual microscopic DNA damage.(22)
Generation X-ray will ultimately be the most canThe US government allowed wireless phones to be
cer-ridden generation in modern history. The hundreds
put on the market in the 1980s with absolutely no safety
of types of human cancers have one thing in common
testing. Today, REFLEX research dem– they all begin at the cellular level when
onstrates that Wi-phones blasting highgenetic material in one or more cells
frequency microwaves are basically perbecomes damaged. This damage can be
sonal X-ray devices. This shocking reality
passed from parents, or caused by the
gives rise to the term “Generation X-ray.”
effects of an environmental carcinogen.
Consumers aren’t permitted to buy house“…Genetic mutations in one single cell are
hold X-ray machines. Yet comparably
sufficient to lead to cancer,” says Dr. Henry
lethal wireless devices are handed out to
Lai. Dr. Lai is a celebrated scientist at the
grade school kids for heavy and indiscrimiUniversity of Washington who has years of
nate use, with virtually no hazard warnings
genetic and bioenergetics research to his
and no medical supervision.
credit.(26)
Tissue damage from wireless microThe cancer victims of Gen X-ray will
wave radiation is known to be as cumulalikely die more quickly than those of previtive as that from ionizing X-radiation. If
ous generations because wireless microwe divide the tissue damage of 1600 chest
waves not only initiate the seeds of cancer,
X-rays by 24 cell phone hours, we could
but also stimulate abnormal nodes to
make the following postulations about
become more energetically cancerous.(27)
Generation X-ray:
An impressive body of work demonstrates
• For each minute a child presses a microthat both extremely low frequency (ELF)
TM
wave phone to his head, he may suffer
and microwaves cause human cells to proThe Firefly is
radiation damage equivalent to approxiduce
stress proteins, a further indication
being marketed to
mately 1.1 chest X-rays.
that
the
body recognizes wireless radiation
kids as young as
as harmful.(28) Stress proteins can ultieight, but smaller
• For each hour a child uses a transmitting
mately protect cancer cells and make them
kids are using it.
wireless phone or wireless laptop to comresistant to medical treatment.(29)
municate, watch videos/TV or play games,
Long before their epidemic cancers
he may be exposing his developing brain,
sprout, young X-rayers are destined to sufeye and gut tissues to radiation damage
fer the symptoms of neurasthenia, or what the Soviets
equivalent to 66.6 chest X-rays.
used to call “radiowave sickness.” The symptoms
Ionizing X-radiation, like that used for chest Xinclude headache, fatigue, skin rashes, weakness, tinrays and other medical procedures, is on carcinogen
nitus, dizziness, moodiness and sleeplessness. These
“List One,” compiled by the International Agency for
warning signs are just the beginning of a long, downResearch on Cancer (IARC). IARC is an intergovward spiral of general deterioration, including circulaernmental agency forming part of the World Health
tory ailments, immune dysfunction, allergies and preOrganization. IARC ranks X-radiation on par with
mature aging.
gamma radiation, plutonium, dioxin and benzene, all
known to induce cancer in both animals and humans.
Physical illness and electromagThere is no “safe” dose determined for any substance or
netic exposure
exposure on IARC’s List One.
A 2007 report from Harvard researchers warned
It’s sobering that microwave radiation, blasting from
about the poor health of American kids, confirming that
an entire generation’s wireless phones, inflicts the same
the incidence of chronic, life-altering illness is increaskind of DNA damage as ionizing radiation on IARC’s
ing exponentially.(30) Obesity, diabetes and severe
carcinogen List One. What REFLEX studies prove is
allergies now plague millions of our young.
how quickly that devastating damage takes place.
Childhood Obesity. Thyroid hormones are critical to a child’s proper brain development and metabolic
The Indian study
function. The human thyroid gland does not prosper in
The public health catastrophe being unleashed by
a high radiation field. A leading cause of thyroid canindiscriminate use of wireless phones is further brought
cer is excessive ionizing radiation. The thyroid in the
into focus by a double-blind medical study completed
neck area is heavily zapped by cell and cordless phone
in India in 2005 and published in the Indian Journal of
continued next page
Human Genetics.(23)

technology

WERE ENERGY WEAPONS
USED IN THE 9/11 ATTACK?
Uncomfortable questions deserve consideration
By Doug Collins

from previous page
emissions during wireless conversation and it readily
absorbs microwave radiation. Cell phone radiation also
depresses the brain’s pituitary production of critical thyroid stimulating hormone (TSH).(31) Insufficient TSH
leaves a child deficient in thyroid metabolic hormones
T3 and T4, hence obesity.
Childhood diabetes. Recent studies by Canadian
environmental toxicologist Magda Havas indicate that
ELF and kilohertz electromagnetic frequencies may
have a deleterious effect on some diabetics.(32) Dr.
Havas’ work reveals that electromagnetic pollution can
cause rapid changes in blood sugar levels and may be
a potent factor in blood sugar control. Dr. Havas calls
for urgent studies to determine if Type 3 Diabetes, an
abnormal endocrine/blood condition, is instigated or
exacerbated by non-ionizing radiation, similar to the
pulsing ELF and kilohertz frequencies inherent in wireless communications.
Childhood Allergies. Swedish scientists confirm
that wireless phone radiation can cause drastic inflammatory and allergic reactions by activating mast cells,
which underlie many tissues of the body. The inflammatory response of mast cell activation in the skin includes
rashes, swellings and itches, so common in both microwave poisoning and asthma. Nearly one in 10 American
kids now have asthma, a soaring epidemic that has
medical science stumped. Asthma is a severe allergy
reaction, usually to something environmental. So it is of
grave concern that both ELF and radio frequency (RF)
associated with wireless technologies have been shown
in animal and human studies to incite a broad range of
allergy-related immune responses.(33)
Immune System Dysfunction. A child’s body,
kept in chronic allergic stress by wireless phone radiation, may end up with an exhausted immune system
which no longer responds effectively. European experts
prognosticate that many people heavily exposed to wireless radiation may eventually suffer the manifestations
of electro-hypersensitivity (EHS).(34) EHS is a devastating allergic, auto-immune-like condition in which
over-irradiated persons become severely sensitive to
both chemical and electromagnetic pollution. Similar to
fibromyalgia and chronic fatigue, EHS symptoms can
be so disabling that victims are often forced to isolate
themselves from even the smallest electromagnetic
fields.
By 2005, experts declared that 1 in 5 American kids
has a mental health disorder.(35) Millions of school
kids, diagnosed with Attention Deficit Hyperactivity
Disorder (ADHD) are on brain-altering Ritalin, a stimulant reportedly more potent than cocaine, and among
the most addictive prescription drugs in use.
Millions of other kids are medicated with one of the
anti-depressants and drugs for bipolar disorder.(36)
(37) (38)
Proper studies have never been done to ascertain the
possible combined effects to the brain of both psychiatric drugs plus near-field wireless radiation.

So now we nuke them?
Surely what millions of mentally unstable and highly
drugged kids need least is the additional burden of
brain-altering radiation. Within two minutes of microwave phone exposure, the electrical activity of a child’s
brain is abnormally altered for up to one hour.(39)
British radiation expert Dr. Gerald Hyland reported that
cell phones which use repetitive, pulsing 2 Hz and 8.34

see Generation X-Ray on page 14

your donation
can be taxdeductible
Donate to the Free Press

If you itemize your taxes and you are considering a
donation of at least $100 to benefit the Free Press,
it is tax-deductible when you make your check to
EOAIM (Earth On the Air Independent Media, a
501(c)3 nonprofit media umbrella group). Your
generosity will not only greatly benefit the WA Free
Press, but will also assist EOAIM with progressive
media projects. Mail your donation check to WA
Free Press at PMB#178, 1463 E Republican St,
Seattle 98112. Thanks for your support!
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echanical engineer Dr. Judy Woods and experimental scientist and inventor John Hutchison
have teamed during recent speaking engagements to call attention to the possibilities of energy
weapons being used on the World Trade Center (WTC)
on September 11, 2001.
Hutchison has long experimented with directed
electromagnetic energy, and his results have been witnessed and reported on by a number of documentarians
and mainstream news publications, including most
recently Fox TV and the Discovery Channel. By directing electrical and electromagnetic fields, Hutchison
has on scores of occasions produced anomalous effects,
including lift of large and small objects, flames that are
not hot, spontaneous pulverization and vaporization,
cold melting of metal, as well as continuing reactions in
the affected materials.
These and other related phenomena have even been
widely termed “The Hutchison Effect.”
Canadian and US military agencies and contractors
such as Boeing and Lockheed have long been aware of
the details of his research, and some of them, Hutchison
believes, may have been refining it in recent years.
Although Hutchison’s work attracts much skepticism – as it should – Nick Cook, a writer and consultant
for the respected British publication Jane's Defence
Weekly has witnessed the phenomena in Hutchison’s
lab after being told about it by a Lockheed contact.
Cook says he is “99 percent sure that it is not a hoax”
(see http://youtube.com/watch?v=ge4AfyqxvGw&featu
re=related).
Aerospace engineer Jack Houck, who was contracted by the US Army to investigate Hutchison’s work,
has also observed the phenomena. US Army Colonel
John Alexander has on record told of Army funding for
a Hutchison lab, in which anomalous bending of superrigid molybdenum rods was accomplished.
Both Alexander and Houck, and also recently
Hutchison himself, believe that the phenomena may
have something to do with Hutchison’s own subconscious interaction with the electromagnetic waves that
he manipulates. The few investigators who have publicly tried to replicate Hutchison’s work have failed,
though it’s possible that most investigation has been
done in secret military and military-contracting sites.
Hutchison’s lab equipment was seized by Canadian
authorities in the early 1990s, and according to reputable sources, including Cook, was relocated to the
Lockheed Corporations “Skunkworks” site, a highsecurity aerospace experimental facility (see http://
en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Hutchison_effect#Hutchison_
effect, an article which also contains a large amount of
dismissive material regarding Hutchison).
Wood and Hutchison note many similarities
between damage which occurred at the WTC site and
damage which has occurred to materials in Hutchison’s
experiments (see http://drjudywood.com/articles/JJ/
JJ_troll_challenge.html). The observed similarities,
described largely from a press release from Dr. Wood,
include:
• “Weird fires” - The fires seen near the badly damaged
cars do not seem to ignite nearby office paper. Some
photos show firefighters walking very close to or even
through the fires. A video by John Hutchison shows
similar looking “fires” on a model metal boat.
• Bent metal, jellification, and pulverization - Samples
that Hutchison produced show very unusual effects on
metal. Sometimes the metal “jellifies,” turning soft and
losing form, leading to severe bending or fracturing of
the sample. Sometimes samples erupt from the center
and sometimes they turn to dust, similar to what happened to the WTC on 9/11. Photos from Ground Zero
show that some cars appeared to be partially melted, yet
without significant burn marks.
• Ongoing reactions - Hutchison’s samples often show
an ongoing reaction, even after the energy field is
removed. This “non-self-quenching” reaction seems to
occur at the nuclear level. This also appears to be happening at Ground Zero. Dr. Wood’s recent study (www.
drjudywood.com/articles/erin) suggests that the WTC
site is still being “decontaminated,” with trucks moving
dirt into and out of the site, while “hosing down operations” continue, which Dr. Wood and Andrew Johnson
photographed and recorded on video as late as January
2008.
• Transmutation - Sometimes materials subjected to
the Hutchison Effect seem to change at a molecular
or even atomic level. This could be the explanation for
the apparent rapid rusting at Ground Zero, where steel

A number of vehicles were strangely
tossed in the air at the Ground Zero
site, according to Dr. Judy Wood.
Engines of some cars were melted,
but fiberglass bodies of the same cars
were mostly unburned.
rusts like iron. Also, some photographs show unusual
effects on the aluminum cladding used on the twin towers that look similar to effects produced on Hutchison’s
aluminum samples.
• Lift - Wood has noted that there are pictures of
flipped-over cars from the Ground Zero site, some even
lying on top of other cars or rubble. The common explanation is that the cars were flipped by the wind created
from the collapsing towers. But Wood noted that nearby
trees visible in some of the pictures did not lose leaves.
Material scientist George Hathaway observes that the
Hutchison Effect causes either lift or disruption of the
material itself. Lift can explain the flipped cars. (http://
drjudywood.com/pdf/HutchisonEffectReport_txt.pdf )
Wood and Hutchison are forwarding the hypothesis
that Hurricane Erin, an extremely large hurricane that
passed very close to New York City precisely on 9/11,
may have been tapped as a source of electromagnetic
energy used in the attack.
One piece of evidence for this is that several magnetometers monitored by the University of Alaska showed
significant deviations from “background” or “normal”
readings near the times of the tower collapses (see
http://drjudywood.com/articles/erin/).
However, the magnetometer data viewable at
Wood’s website currently does not show comparisons
with magnetic readings on other days or in response to
other events, so it is difficult to assess. Assuming that
she has more complete data, she should post it.
Wood and Hutchison have been interviewed twice
on the Pacifica Radio local station in Washington DC.
They also spoke at events in Seattle and Portland this
past May and June. Dr. Wood has filed a lawsuit against
the official report describing the 9/11 WTC collapses
conducted by the National Institute of Standards and
Technology (NIST). In the suit, she asserts that the
authors of the report ignored an abundance of anomalous evidence (see www.drjudywood.com/articles/
NIST/NIST_RFC.html). For example, the NIST report
failed to explain how the towers could collapse at near
free-fall speed.
As an interesting sidenote, Hutchison has also
in recent years contracted with Japanese and other
funders to improve his “free energy” batteries, which
produce a modest though practical direct current (similar to that standard flashlight battery) with a lifetime,
he claims, of perhaps 1,000 years, using relatively
simple and widely available mineral constituents. He
and Japanese backers have publicly demonstrated these
batteries in Japan. Hutchison discusses making them
on the internet (http://youtube.com/watch?v=iNeshiY4
ixI&feature=related).
It’s true that there are many uncomfortable questions regarding the nature of the 9/11 attack. As in
many situations, askers of such questions are inevitably
tagged as crackpots by many, if only because of the discomfort such questions cause.
But given that experimentation with directed energy
by militaries around the world is a thoroughly documented reality, it is possible that there could have been
some use of such technology at the WTC.
Also, Wood's credentials as a mechanical engineer
and former engineering teacher are unblemished.
Hutchison, though he receives many cat-calls from the
academic establishment, has long been taken seriously
by those in government and military research circles.
In light of these facts, the uncomfortable questions of
Wood and Hutchison should be considered carefully.
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Get
active, not

S o m e t h i n g !

radioactive!

Use this Do Something! Directory
to decide how you'd like to make
the world a better place.
OTHER NW REGIONAL PROGRESSIVE WEB
CALENDARS
SEATTLE www.seattleactivism.org/ and www.
snowCoalition.org, TACOMA www.tacomapjh.org,
OLYMPIA http://olynetwork.com and www.OlyFOR.
org, PUGET SOUND, Women in Black Vigils (various
cities) www.scn.org/womeninblack, BELLINGHAM
www.bellinghampeace.org or www.revolutionz.
org, EUGENE Oregon www.planeteugene.com/
peace-events, MONTANA www.montanapeaceseekers.org, TRI-CITIES www.tcfn.org/wcp, Lots of
NEIGHBORHOOD PEACE GROUPS, see below and
www.snowCoalition.org/contact.php
WEDS JULY 16, Seattle; 9 a.m. - 4:30 p.m., at The
2100 Building, 2100 24th Ave. S., The King County
NON-PROFIT STAFF DEVELOPMENT Coalition
Project (NPSDC) presents a new ‘Building Leadership
Skills’ series. The third workshop in the series is
MANAGING SUSTAINED PERFORMANCE with
Trainer Ron Morey. online registration and info www.
learningconnections.org/Coalition/workshops/2008/
July16/index.htm, info Anna McCain 206-870-5908 or
amccain@highline.edu

Activist Calendar
The calendar entries below have mostly been chosen from Jean Buskin's email Peace
and Justice Calendar. To post activism events on her email/web version, send event
notices to Jean Buskin at  bb369@scn.org. To receive updates of the complete calendar,
have Ms Buskin add you to her email list by contacting her at the same address, or view
her full calendar anytime at www.scn.org/activism/calendar.
make community journalism happen at KBCS. To get
involved, come to one of our 1st Wednesday monthly
public affairs volunteer orientations. Directions at
www.kbcs.fm, RSVP to Joaquin Uy 425-564-6195, or
juy@bcc.ctc.edu

SAT AUG 2, New York City; assemble noon, at
Times Square, 43rd St. & Broadway, Emergency Call
to Action: STOP WAR ON IRAN. An Attack could
be Imminent. We Can’t Afford to Wait. Take It to the
Streets This Summer. info http://stopwaroniran.org/

THURS JULY 24, in downtown Seattle; Region
10 EPA will conduct the one day version of the
‘FUNDAMENTALS OF ENVIRONMENTAL JUSTICE’
workshop. We have limited seating for representatives
from communities, city, county and state government
agencies, NGO’s, Tribes, businesses and universities.
No cost. This is a highly interactive, thought provoking
and “learner centered” workshop ex perience. Based
on principles of community education, this workshop
is the 1-day “compressed” version of the full 3 day
workshop. Register with Grass.Running@epamail.
epa.gov

SAT AUG 2, and subsequent 1st Saturdays,Seattle;
8 - 10 pm, at Hidmo Eritrean Cuisine Restaurant,
2000 S. Jackson Street at 20th, COMMUNITIES
AGAINST RAPE AND ABUSE (CARA) invite you to
Ladies First, by featuring or highlighting women and
transgender people through their creation of various
art forms. whether it is Hip Hop, Funk, drumming,
guitar, spokenword, Rock, djing, metal work,
jewelry, emceeing, b-girl, dance, music, art, graffitti,
and so much more. Join us as we celebrate the
accomplishment of these artists and their many years
of work. info cara.intern@gmail.com.

THURS JULY 24, and subsequent 4th Thursdays,
7 p.m.,Tacoma; at Holy Family of Jesus Church,
1427 E 40th St., just off Portland Avenue, Citizens for
Responsible Justice (C4RJ) - Tacoma Support Group
for FAMILIES AND FRIENDS OF INCARCERATED
INDIVIDUALS. Come around to the back. We meet
in the basement. Sign over basement entrance reads
“Indochina Cultural and Service Center.

SUN AUG 3 Beaverton, OR; Nolympics protest of
2008 Olympics 1:00 pm - 3:00 pm, Intersection of 5th
and Hall.The Nolympics movement is calling for a
boycott of the 2008 Olympics in Beijing.Please join us
and help make a stand! for more information contact
Maggie at karmapoliceme@yahoo.com

WEDS JULY 16, Bellevue; 7:30 pm, at the KBCS
studios, WRITING FOR RADIO. This workshop
covers specific techniques and standards of writing
for radio. Practice includes writing leads and
readers for One World Report. A free public affairs
workshop, but we do ask you commit to using your
newfound skills to help make community journalism
happen at KBCS. To get involved, come to one of
our 1st Wednesday monthly public affairs volunteer
orientations. Directions at www.kbcs.fm, RSVP to
Joaquin Uy 425-564-6195, or juy@bcc.ctc.edu

SAT JULY 26, Seattle; 1 - 3 pm, at Volunteer Park,
an information session about Camp Ten Trees,
a SUMMER CAMP THAT SERVES THAT LGBT
YOUTH AND FAMILIES at a fun and family filled
afternoon, an amazing opportunity for families to
meet other campers and their families. You can meet
camp staff, play games, and sing camp songs. This is
a potluck so please bring a dish to share, drinks will
be provided. info www.camptentrees.org or 206-2889568

JULY 18 - 20, in Pasco, WA; MID-COLUMBIA PRIDE.
Fri July 18, Columbia Basin Rainbow Awards 7 pm
by Pride Foundation; Sat July 19, Westside Betty’s
vs. Eastside Tammy’s Softball Tango, 4 pm near
Pasco City Hall,, Betty’s & Tammy’s Social, 6-8 pm
at Out & About, Pasco ; Miss Gay Columbia Basin
Coronation 2008, 9 pm to 2 am at Out & About; Sun
July 20, Mid-Columbia “Got Pride” Parade 2008,
11 am, down 3rd Ave. to Sylvester St until reaching
Sylvester Park, then Mid-Columbia “Got Pride” Pride
Celebration 2008, noon-6 pm at Sylvester Park, The
Pink Party, 9 pm to 2 am at Out & About. info www.
vistayouthcenter.org/topics/pride-celebration-2008

MON JULY 28, Everson, WA; noon - 3:30 pm, at
Alm Hill Gardens, Farm Walk at Alm Gardens. During
the tour of this 35-year old DIVERSIFIED, FRESHMARKET FARM, the Alm Hill Garden team will cover
season extension (using greenhouses and high
tunnels), crop diversity (annuals and perennials),
berry production, and direct marketing strategies.
Research taking place on the farm in coordination
with WSU will be highlighted, including integrated pest
management and field trials of several varieties of
fruits and vegetables. This Farm Walk will be offered
in both English and Spanish. info www.almhillgardens.
com or call or 206-442-7620 or nancy@tilthproducers.
org

SAT JULY 19, Seattle; 10 am - 2 p.m., at Golden
Gardens, 8498 Seaview Pl. NW, EarthCorps
RESTORATION EVENT. You can help by working
with EarthCorps and Seattle Parks to dig this ivy
out of the ground and by PLANTING NATIVE
TREES AND SHRUBS! Sign up at www.earthcorps.
org/volunteer.php?dateId=481. info Chris LaPointe,
Volunteer Program Manager 206-322-9296, ext. 217
or chris@earthcorps.org
SUN JULY 20, and subsequent 1st and 3rd Sundays
11 am - 12:30 pm (also 1st and 3rd Mondays from
7 - 8:30), Seattle at 900 Hiawatha Pl. S., Book
Club. Rebel Reading Circles. Share ideas as you
STUDY VIVA LA RAZA: A HISTORY OF CHICANO
IDENTITY AND RESISTANCE, by Yolanda Alaniz
and Megan Cornish. Discover a wealth of little-known
information about campus, farmworker and Chicana
feminist organizing at the University of Washington,
in the Yakima Valley, and in the Seattle community.
Examine the strategies used in historic labor strikes
and boycotts. Free. Come to any or all sessions.
Sponsored by the Freedom Socialist Party. info 206722-2453, FSPseattle@mindspring.com, or www.
socialism.com [added 5/5/08]
WEDS JULY 23 Bellevue; 7:30 pm, at the KBCS
studios, ART OF INTERVIEWING. This workshop
covers what to do and not to do to get a good
interview. A free public affairs workshop, but we do
ask you commit to using your newfound skills to help

MON JULY 28,Seattle; 7 - 8:30 pm, at REI, 222 Yale
Av N., Seattle; Sierra Club’s COOL STATE FORUM.
CLIMATE CHANGE is real, it’s here, and it is quickly
becoming the greatest environmental challenge of our
time. COOL COMPANIES: Real actions & discussion
on engaging more businesses. Free, info 206-3780114 Ext 308
WEDS JULY 30, Seattle; tentative date, please
confirm, noon in Elliott Bay and 1 p.m. on the shore,
PEACE FLEET! MEET THE U.S. NAVY FLEET AT
SEAFAIR. We demonstrate for peace at a Seattle
maritime festival because the celebration of warships
in our harbor helps bring about the normalcy of
modern war. Activists are encouraged again to meet
on the water and on land on the Seattle waterfront at
the same time for a nonviolent demonstration against
weapons of war. LAND DEMO: Meet on the waterfront
near Pier 66 by 1 pm to see vessels in Elliott Bay.
Please bring banners and signs. ON THE WATER:
We are inviting all with the spirit of nonviolence, a
sign, and a boat to join us on July 30. Beat the Seafair
blues and meet the fleet! info Mary Gleysteen 360297-3894, Glen Milner 206-365-7865, or Ground Zero
Center for Nonviolent Action info@gzcenter.org
AUG 1 - 6, Clinton, WA; Starts Aug. 1, 7 pm, Aug
2 - 5, 7 am - 9 pm, ends Aug 6 1 pm, at Whidbey
Institute, www.whidbeyinstitute.org ; Next Step
Integral presents: INTEGRAL EDUCATION FROM CRADLE TO KOSMOS. How can education
coherently address the whole human being, a
being of body, mind, and spirit, immersed in cultural
meaning making, social structures, and natural
systems? This seminar will bring together educators
of all age groups from around the globe, educators
who are seeking the necessary vision, skills, and
processes to fully serve students and the world that
we inhabit. $945, scholarships available. Registration
www.i-edu.org/registration.php, info www.i-edu.org or
info@i-edu.org
FRI AUG 1, and subsequent 1st Fridays, Bellingham;
5:30 - 7:30 pm, at Bellingham Dharma Hall, 1101 N.
State Street, third floor, corner of Maple, MEDITATION
FOR PEACE 5:30 - 6, Sponsored by the Bellingham
Buddhist Peace Fellowship and Bellingham Dharma
Hall. Followed by BUDDHIST PEACE FELLOWSHIP
meeting, 6:15 - 7:30. All community members
welcome. info 360-527-9101 [added 3/25/06]
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AUG 4 & 5, Cle Elum, WA; at the Flying Horseshoe
Ranch, 3190 Red Bridge Road, We are looking for
GAY-STRAIGHT ALLIANCE (GSA) leaders and adult
advisors to take part in the GLSEN/Washington State
GSA Network SUMMER LEADERSHIP CAMP! The
camp is a 2-day gathering of the WA GSA Network
Leadership Team, a youth-led group that will work
together to build bridges between GSA clubs and
other community groups throughout Washington
State. 206-330-2099, joe@glsenwa.org or www.
glsenwa.org
WEDS AUG 6, Bellingham; and subsequent 1st
Wednesdays, 6 pm, at Whatcom Peace & Justice
Center’s offices in the Anything Grows building,
100 E. Maple Street, NONVIOLENT DIRECT
DEMOCRACY OPEN DISCUSSION GROUP This
is an independent group of activist activity and all
who come in the spirit of peace and nonviolence are
welcome. info 360-734-0217
WEDS AUG 6, Seattle; 6:30 pm lantern calligraphy,
7:30 pm program of musical performances and
speakers, lanterns are floated at dusk around 9 pm, at
northwest shore of Greenlake, south of the Bathhouse
Theatre, Each year, Seattle commemorates the
anniversary of the August 6, 1945 atomic bombing
of Hiroshima with a Lantern Floating Ceremony
HONORING THE VICTIMS OF HE BOMBINGS AT
HIROSHIMA AND NAGASAKI AND ALL VICTIMS
OF WAR AND VIOLENCE. This annual event is
the largest Hiroshima commemoration in the world
outside of Japan. info Bob Beveridge 206-322-0580
WEDS AUG 6, Bellevue; 6:30 - 8:30 pm, at 14812
Main Street, Hopeline presents an orientation to the
INDIVIDUAL DEVELOPMENT ACCOUNT. For eligible
low-income participants, for every dollar saved the
program adds three more dollars to your savings.
Limited free child care available. Call for availability.
Call Doina 425.943.7579 to register
AUG 9 - 19, in Venezuela; SOA Watch, working
to close the School of the Americas, known as the
SCHOOL OF ASSASSINS, is co-sponsoring a
delegation. Gain first-hand experience and deepen
your understanding and committment for the work
to close the SOA/ WHINSEC and to CHANGE U.S.
POLICY TOWARDS LATIN AMERICA. Download
the Venezuela flier from www.mitfamericas.org/
VenezuelaSummer2008Flyer.pdf info and to apply,
Dale Sorensen 415-924-3227 or geodale1@earthlink.
net
AUG 9 - 16, Vashon Island, WA; NON -VIOLENT
COMMUNICATIONS FAMILY CAMP Village Bring
your kids into an environment where they can truly
be themselves, where all feelings are accepted and
where everyone is valued and held with care. Be
fed by nutritious, local, organic foods prepared with
love. Fill yourself with skills and tools for creating
the quality of connections you enjoy in your family
and in the world. Fun activities for kids and highquality Nonviolent Communication training for
adults. info www.nwcompass.org/trainings/trainings.
cgi?training_id=00425&td=yes, info and to RSVP,
Doug dpdolstad@gmail.com
SAT AUG 9, and subsequent 2nd Saturdays, Tacoma;
11 am - 4 pm, at Northwest Detention Center, 1623
E J St, VIGIL FOR HUMAN RIGHTS - Organizing
for Community Security in the I.C.E. Age. Come with
signs that show support for immigration workers
inside and outside this center and if able to, please
bring coffee, water, and baked goods or sandwiches
for families visiting their detained relatives inside. info
381- 0293 or decomunidad@qwest.net [contact to
confirm dates/times]

activism
TUES AUG 12, Bellevue; 6:30 - 8:30 pm, at Temple
B’nai Torah, 15727 NE 4th St., HEALTH CARE TOWN
HALL MEETING. The coalition is now sponsoring
a number of forums being held around Washington
State. info www.healthywacoalition.org or Susan
Eidenschink, Health Care for All - Washington 253572-9305 or susaneiden@harbornet.com
WED AUG 13 Olympia; 6:30 to 7:30 pm, Everyone
is invited to the Olympia FOR’s potluck picnic in the
Rose Garden kitchen area at Olympia’s Priest Point
Park. The picnic builds a sense of community through
sharing food and leisurely, wide-ranging conversations
with other Olympia FOR folks opposing the death
penalty. Come and enjoy! The potluck picnic follows
the 5:30 meeting of the Olympia FOR Steering
Committee - to which everyone also is invited.
352-3293 peaceguy02@yahoo.com or 915-6757
hungryforpeace@gmail.com. For picnic information
491-9093 glen@olywa.net
AUG 30 - 31, in Seattle; Gender Spectrum Family
Conference. Gender Spectrum is an organization
dedicated to the education and support of families
raising GENDER VARIANT, GENDER NONCONFORMING, GENDER-FLUID, CROSSGENDER,
AND TRANSGENDER CHILDREN and adolescents.
We invite you to immerse yourself in informative and
thought-provoking programming, connect with other
families, and enjoy access to national experts in the
field of gender variance.
SEPT 4 - 7, Vancouver BC; at the Coast Plaza Hotel,
The 4th annual BOLD: Bold, OLD(ER) LESBIANS &
DYKES CONFERENCE! We’re excited and hope you
will be one of the 175 - 200 lesbians & dykes from
across Canada and the US who converge each year
for 3 days of fun, workshops, entertainment, socials
and women/ wimmin/ womyn!! Remember, although
this conference is focussed on women 50 years and
over, younger women - friends, lovers, all - are warmly
welcomed. $175 - $290 CA. info and registration www.
soundsandfuries.com/bold
TUES SEPT 9, Everett; 6:30 - 8:30 pm, at Everett
Station, Weyerhauser Room, 3201 Smith Avenue,
HEALTH CARE TOWN HALL MEETING. The
coalition is now sponsoring a number of forums
being held around Washington State. info www.
healthywacoalition.org or Susan Eidenschink,
Health Care for All - Washington 253-572-9305 or
susaneiden@harbornet.com
SUN SEPT 14, Seattle; 8:30 am Registration, 9:30
Tribute Ceremony/,Program, 10 am Walk, at Sand
Point Magnuson Park, 7400 Sand Point Way NE,
Memory Walk- We’re on the Move to end Alzheimer’s.
Join us in the FIGHT AGAINST ALZHEIMER’S
DISEASE by walking with us. All ages are welcome in
this 3.2 mile walk along the beautiful shores of Lake
Washington at Sand Point Magnuson Park. Memory
Walk will feature a live band, food, prizes and more!
All proceeds support vital research and programs
provided by the Alzheimer’s Association. info and
registration www.alzwa.org

George Jartos

yourlearningcenter.org,
info cisl@k12.wa.us,
360-725-6165 (Hablamos
español)
SEPT 25 - 26, Chicago,
IL; at Holiday Inn
Chicago-Mart Plaza,
2008 National REFUGEE
AND IMMIGRANT
CONFERENCE: Issues
and Innovations. The
Conference offers groups
and individuals assisting
refugee and immigrant
children and their families
an opportunity to network
and learn about issues
affecting refugee and
immigrant children and
their families, schools,
health, and health care,
along with the challenges
of cultural adjustment.
Info www.thecenterweb.
org/alrc/refugee.html or
Lynn Osheff losheff@
thecenterweb.org
TUES OCT 21, Seattle;
reception 5:30 dinner 6
pm, at Univesity of Washington HUB Ballroom, UW
Women’s Center hosts the Annual INTERNATIONAL
WOMEN LEADERS DINNER: Sembrando: Peruvian
Women Plating Seeds for Change. Featuring Maria
del Pilar Nores de Garcia, First Lady of Peru, a
longtime advocate for women and children of Peru.
Students $45, others $100. Register by Oct 13 at 206616-5216, info http://depts.washington.edu/womenctr/
OCT 23 - 26, Seattle; National INDIAN EDUCATION
Association (NIEA) Annual Conference. info niea@
niea.org or 202-544-7290 or www.niea.org/events/
overview.php
NOV 12 - 15, Wenatchee, WA; Wenatchee
Convention Center, The 18th Annual EEAW
ENVIRONMENTAL EDUCATION ASSOCIATION of
Washington Conference. Learn about new research
and initiatives in Environmental and Sustainability
Education (ESE). Participate in educational and
fun field trips in Central Washington, a place of rich
history, natural beauty and model programs. info
conference@eeaw.org or www.eeaw.org/conference
or 360-943-6643
MON NOV 17 Portland, OR. Laughing Horse Books,
12 NE 10th 7:00 pm - 8:00 pm, War Resisters
League. What is war tax resistance & redirection?
What are some of the ways a person can participate
if one chooses? An informal workshop, no charge,
materials provided. Contact 503-238-0605.

right
brain
FAREWELL
TO ULOOGLP
BY BOB MARKEY
The old, established Kite Factory
dreamed up a new model, "The Nightmare
Air Ship," a new aero-tech marvel!
Much of the manufacturing work
would be outsourced overseas to please
stockholders reasoned the CEO,
who delighted in the dumping of
loudmouthed, bellyaching unionists
who had always built and assembled
kites here at home. Old, reliable
Asian craftsmen had a tradition
of skillful kiting. Pride in product
was high. But, unlike electronics
slaveys, they didn't come cheap. Mister
CEO was forced to find a new
crew to exploit.

MON SEPT 22, Seattle; 8:30 am - 6:30 pm, at
Marriott Seattle Tacoma Airport; YOUTH SUICIDE
PREVENTION CONFERENCE. Do you work with
Youth who are GLBTQ, Homeless, in Foster Care
or in the Juvenile Justice System? Then join us for
interactive workshops, sharing resources, networking
and promoting prevention and early intervention
of suicide. This conference will focus specifically
on suicide prevention and early intervention for
disenfranchised youth from the following groups:
GLBTQ Youth, Homeless Youth, Youths in Foster
Care, Youths in the Juvenile Justice System, Tribal
Youth. Youth are also strongly encouraged to attend.
Sponsored by: Youth Suicide Prevention Program
and the Washington State Department of Health. The
conference fee for professionals of $25 helps Youth
Delegates attend at no charge. Online Registration
Opens June 9. info www.regonline.com/yspp08

EUREKA! It was almost under
his nose, way up north on Ulooglp
Island in Canada's Hudson Bay.
Inuit colonies were untapped
serfdom sources! So, industrious
Inuits built kite frames of bamboo
air-dropped from planes (it didn't grow
on Ulooglp Isle). Finished product
was transported to the nearest air
strip by dog sled and kayak, a ten
week journey. Alas, the air frames did
not fit silken kite skins produced by
trained worms in Urq.

OCT 2 - 3, Yakima; Yakima Convention Center;
PARTNERING FOR STUDENT SUCCESS: Go Far,
Go Together, A conference for educators, families &
community groups. General Sessions for educators,
parents, and community sharing success stories
from around the state. Special Sessions for parents
highlighting information and strategies to help you
support your child’s education. Special rates for
groups, parents and college students. Save $50 if you
register by June 30! To request an interpreter email
cisl@k12.wa.us when you register. Register at www.

The company had to rehire laid
off union production people as
overseers at the Ulooglp
facilities. The novelty of
living in igloos and whale blubber
breakfasts soon wore thin. Overseers
demanded radiant heated homes
constructed of something other than
large, frozen ice cubes. Escalating
costs mounted. A junior bookkeeper
crunched numbers showing huge losses. He
suggested the "old ways" were better.
Stockholders agreed, dumped the CE
freaking O (with a five mil bonus),
hired the kid who immediately
closed Ulooglp.

Our web address is
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Lessons learned: Unionists do not do
soapstone sculpture, Inuits don't do
kite frames. Losers won't get bonuses
...ever again.
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Impeachment from p8
People About Threats from Iran, and Supporting
Terrorist Organizations Within Iran, With the Goal of
Overthrowing the Iranian Government
Article XXII Creating Secret Laws
Article XXIII Violation of the Posse Comitatus Act
Article XXIV Spying on American Citizens, Without a
Court-Ordered Warrant, in Violation of the Law and
the Fourth Amendment
Article XXV Directing Telecommunications Companies
to Create an Illegal and Unconstitutional Database
of the Private Telephone Numbers and Emails of
American Citizens
Article XXVI Announcing the Intent to Violate Laws
with Signing Statements
Article XXVII Failing to Comply with Congressional
Subpoenas and Instructing Former Employees Not to
Comply
Article XXVIII Tampering with Free and Fair Elections,
Corruption of the Administration of Justice
Article XXIX Conspiracy to Violate the Voting Rights
Act of 1965
Article XXX Misleading Congress and the American
People in an Attempt to Destroy Medicare
Article XXXI Katrina: Failure to Plan for the Predicted
Disaster of Hurricane Katrina, Failure to Respond to a
Civil Emergency
Article XXXII Misleading Congress and the American
People, Systematically Undermining Efforts to Address
Global Climate Change
Article XXXIII Repeatedly Ignored and Failed to
Respond to High Level Intelligence Warnings of
Planned Terrorist Attacks in the US, Prior to 911.
Article XXXIV Obstruction of the Investigation into the
Attacks of September 11, 2001
Article XXXV Endangering the Health of 9/11 First
Responders
As of this writing, the Kucinich impeachment resolution has 6 co-sponsors in the House, none of them yet
from WA state. To voice your opinion pro or con to
your congressperson, you can go to https://forms.
house.gov/wyr/welcome.shtml.

Generation X-Ray from p11
Hz frequencies can badly disrupt the delta and alpha
stabilization process in a child’s developing brain.(40)
Dr. Hyland confirmed that cell phone energy can
cause radical changes in human mood and behavior.(41)
This is the case because microwaves at cell phone levels
can unleash a cornucopia of radical damage to all parts
of the brain, including the cortex, the hippocampus
(memory center) and the basal ganglia. To wit:
• Scientists have demonstrated that cell phone radiation
causes immediate blood flow changes in the brain, and
also deregulates calcium efflux from brain cells, causing
cell membranes to weaken and leak.(42)
• Researchers in Finland have shown that one hour of
cell phone radiation causes brain cells to shrink, indicating permanent damage to cell structure as confirmed by
REFLEX studies.(43)
• The Max Planck Institute in Germany reported that
cell phones can blast heat spikes into the brain which
may flash burn cell membranes to the boiling point of
water. (44)
• British researchers have shown that weak microwave
radiation can change the shape of brain proteins into
formations resembling pathological fibrils associated
with Parkinson’s and Alzheimer’s Disease. (45)
• Swedish scientists demonstrated that cell phone radiation makes holes (lesions) in rat brains and they predict
a wave of early-onset Alzheimer’s in young cell phone
users. (46)
• The Russian National Committee on Non-Ionizing
Radiation Protection says that we may expect kids who
use cell phones to suffer not only brain tumors and
dementia, but also increased epileptic readiness and
depressive mental illness.(47)

What about environmental transmitters?
Millions of American kids, struggling with physical
and mental disabilities, are heavily irradiated not only
with Wi-toys, but also by ubiquitous environmental
transmitters needed to feed those toys. Nearly 200,000
cell tower and roof top transmitters continuously saturate American cities, playgrounds and passing vehicles
with DNA-damaging waves equivalent to ionizing radia-
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tion. Living in transmitter-zapped neighborhoods where
microwaves pass easily into homes, millions of infants
and small kids have no respite from daily, deadly radiation assault.
Unregulated Wi-Fi systems, wireless local area network routers, security monitors, cordless phone systems
and other types of wireless transmitters X-ray the interiors of malls, airports, offices, schools, hospitals and
millions of homes 24/7. Many commercial and retail
enterprises are switching to wireless inventory systems.
These and retail inter-personnel push-to-talk radio
systems literally “cook” stores and malls where kids
congregate.
Many public transport systems are being wired for
Wi-Fi. Soon, commercial aircraft will offer Wi-Fi computer services, compelling all passengers to absorb the
toxic rays of mid-flight entertainment. Many vehicles
are wired with GPS navigation and/or tracking systems.
These rolling hotspots zap not only passengers, but
people passing by.
The federal government has never developed
adequate safety standards for long-term environmental exposure to this barrage of wireless radiation. US
standards are antiquated and calculated for short term
exposure only. In 2002, the EPA’s Radiation Protection
Division confirmed that the FCC’s current exposure
guidelines are thermally (burn) based and do not apply
to chronic exposure of non-thermal wireless pollution
which now enshrouds the nation.(48)
In 2007, 14 world-class public health experts and
radiation researchers announced in their BioInitiative
Report on Electromagnetic Radiation that current
public microwave exposure standards are thousands of
times too lenient. Having compiled the weight of evidence from thousands of studies, these experts conclude
that current exposure standards must be drastically
revised because they are absolutely not protective of the
public health.(49)

Criminal complicity of the schools
Given the latest science on the radical bio-effects of
wireless radiation, the shocking rate of childhood illness plus expert testimony that current RF exposure
standards are dangerous, surely the least appropriate
location for microwave transmitters is near schools and
daycares.
Yet, wireless phone providers are in a frenetic campaign to place microwave transmitters either directly
on or near schools and play fields across the nation.
Because the radiation industry offers thousands of dollars annually to school districts that provide siting for
transmitters, education facilities have become “hot
zones” where torrents of pulsing radiation blast infants,
children and young adults. Kids are blasted with radiation while playing at many of the nation’s parks and
playgrounds.
Many Utah schools are cases in point. An ABC news
affiliate in Salt Lake City reported last October that
the Jordan School District south of Salt Lake had 41
wireless antennas, either on or adjacent to its school
buildings. Jordan School District transmitters have
been “cooking” kids in their classrooms for about 10
years.(50)
• At least seven recent high quality epidemiological
studies show that people living close to wireless transmitters consistently develop a long list of neurological
problems, including depression, sleep and memory disturbances, with pronounced loss of ability to learn and
concentrate.(51)
• As chief of the British Health Protection Agency,
Sir William Stewart warned that the main beam from
mobile phone masts should never be allowed to hit
school grounds.(52)
• In 2004 the International Association of Fire Fighters
(IAFF) passed a resolution opposing cell phone transmitters on fire stations after a California study showed
that a group of exposed personnel developed serious neurological problems, including brain damage
(encephalopathy). The IAFF position paper documents
a large body of scientific evidence indicating that siting
transmitters on or near schools is pure insanity.(53)
Seduced by oodles of corporate money, many school
officials, with an obligation to protect the health and
safety of the children in their charge, have simply chosen to disregard the science while exposing their facilities and staffs to harmful and potentially lethal radiation.
Kids forced to sit directly under roof top antenna
farms, generating hundreds of watts of invisible carcinogen, are a new generation of downwinders. The carnage
of this atrocity will one day be judged as abhorrent as
open air nuclear tests that sent previous generations to
the grave with leukemia, thyroid cancer and a myriad of
other terminal illnesses.

Meantime, Gen-X-ray dives
Microwave radiation from any source can drastically impair the ability of kids to concentrate, learn and
retain information according to Russian experts.(54)

This recent advertisement targets "tweens."
Studies show that wireless radiation can cause nerve
conduction in the human brain to slow down, diminishing every category of mental skill including memory,
reading, computation, reasoning and reaction time. (55)
The dangerous consequences of radiation-reduced
motor response time was reported in 2005 by researchers at the University of Utah. Their study found that
young adults using cell phones while driving had the
delayed reaction time of elderly drivers. These cellphone drivers were actually more mentally impaired
than drunk drivers with blood alcohol levels exceeding
the legal limit. The study found that cell phone users in
traffic are over five times more likely to be in a car accident.(56) Could this explain the shocking 2006 report
that 40 percent of US teens get into a car accident within the first year of earning their drivers license?(57)
The cognitive consequences for millions of kids on
the rays are seen in numerous education reports. High
dropout rates and poor test scores are being reported
across the nation. Last year, Washington state legislators had to “push back” math and science graduation
requirements, allowing high school kids to focus their
laborious efforts on bringing their reading and writing
skills up to par.(58)
The San Francisco Gate recently featured Mark
Morford’s column, “American Kids: Dumber than Dirt.”
Morford discussed the “absolutely horrifying” decline
in the intellectual ability of high school kids, declaring that junk food and cell phones are “melting their
brains.”(59)
In 2006, the Associated Press reported that a
national literacy study revealed that at least half of
America’s youngsters in high school and college are
incapable of acquiring and processing new information.
The study confirmed that over half of college students
nearing a college diploma are close to illiterate and cannot handle complex but common intellectual tasks, such
as understanding the content of a newspaper editorial.(60)

The biggest lie you’ll ever hear
The Federal Communications Commission (FCC)
and the US Food and Drug Administration (FDA), the
two agencies which “regulate” cell phones and other
wireless devices have two basic things to say about wireless radiation hazards:
The big lie: “There are no known risks from exposure to RF emissions from wireless phones….”
The disclaimer: “There is no proof, however, that
wireless phones are absolutely safe.”(61)
This disingenuous and contradictive mantra has
been adopted by both the FCC and the FDA even
though the telecom industry’s own Wireless Technology
Research (WTR) program of the ‘90s showed that cell
phone radiation – at levels well below “safety” guidelines – causes blood-brain barrier damage, animal
tumors and a 300 percent increase in DNA damage to
human blood.(62)
Dr. George Carlo, the epidemiologist who coordinated the WTR studies would later write, “Surely, you
must be thinking, this was the time that the FDA would
perform its obligation to warn the public of the new
findings and the increase need to act with caution and
protect ourselves as we communicate in the wireless
age…. The FDA chose instead to strike a public posture
that was virtually indistinguishable from the industry it
was supposed to be watching and regulating.”(63)

Comatose US health experts
barely stirring
To their credit, in 1986, as the wireless revolution
was just being unleashed, the EPA recommended that
pulsed, non-thermal RF/microwave radiation be designated as a Class C (probable) carcinogen. For obvious
economic and political reasons, the EPA was slapped
down on this proposal.(64)

continued next page
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Again in 1990, citing decades of animal cancer studies, the EPA produced an internal report discussing the
probable carcinogenicity of electromagnetic fields generated by both extremely low (ELF) and ultra high radio
frequencies within the microwave spectrum. (65)
In 2000, EPA scientist Norbert Hankin warned
about the growing use of wireless technology by
children and their schools: “Some research regarding rodents has shown adverse effects on short-term
and long-term memory. The concern is that if such
effects may occur in young children, then even slight
impairment of learning ability over years of education
may negatively affect the quality of life that could be
achieved by these individuals, when adults. The potential effect on learning of exposure from telecommunications devices used by children should be considered
for study by the Radiation Protection Project.”(66)
Hankin’s important recommendation has never been
implemented.
The US National Research Council (NRC) now recommends that future studies of children and pregnant
women be designed to determine whether there are
wireless health risks to the very young. Ignoring the
mountain of radiation research already peer reviewed
and published, the NRC admits that, “although it is
unknown whether children are more susceptible to RF
exposure, they may be at increased risk because of their
developing organ and tissue systems.”(67)
Meanwhile, total use of wireless minutes in the US
is increasing by 30 percent each year.

How this story will end
There are a number of radiation damage lawsuits
against cell phone makers pending in many countries. It
may require only one major court victory to unleash an
avalanche of lawsuits. (68)
Leading phone manufacturers, including Nokia,
Ericsson and Motorola, publicly deny cell phone health
hazards. But behind the scenes, these companies have
filed patents for devices claimed to help shield phone
users from antenna radiation.(69)
Unfortunately, such devices are not presently available for consumer phones because they provide inconvenient evidence that non-shielded phones are as dangerous as cancer-ridden plaintiffs testify they are.

Help save a kid from radiation abuse
We are on our own. We have lots of work to do in
raising public consciousness on wireless health issues.
The wireless industry and its legislative pawns – led by
Senator and 2008 presidential candidate John McCain
(R-AZ) – have written current telecommunications laws
to exclude consideration of human health in antenna
siting.
We must model a different set of priorities to our
kids. Let’s ask our kids if the instant gratification of
wireless talking, messaging and gaming today is worth a
decimated body tomorrow. Should we not practice self
restraint by eliminating frivolous wireless communication, stop playing wireless games and use wired phones
instead to safeguard a healthy future?
We must remove dangerous wireless devices from
our homes. Above all, let’s get the cordless microwave
phones and wireless routers out of our homes. Any
household phone which emits megahertz or gigahertz
radiation should be replaced with the older style corded
landline phones. Digital Enhanced Cordless Telephone
(DECT) chargers are so powerful they can pass pulsing
microwaves through walls and even irradiate the neighbors.
We must educate our officials. Let’s pressure schools
and other public institutions plus commercial outlets
to turn off the WiFi and other microwave-intensive systems until it is proven that this radiation is completely
safe for our kids. Let public outcry forbid the leasing of
school property for wireless transmitter sites. If radiation from mobile phones immediately affects a child’s
cognitive processing, as Finnish researchers have demonstrated,(70) so does the same omni-directional radiation blasting from school transmitters.
The 2007 BioInitiative Report recommends that cell
phones be reconfigured to work only with wired headsets or on speaker mode, so that eye and brain irradiation can be prevented.(71) At the very least, consumers
should demand that these safety features be incorporated into their wireless devices.
For the protection of our kids, let’s avail ourselves of
technology, such as audio and digital radiation meters,
which empower us to quickly identify microwaveintensive environments. Let’s educate legislators and
demand that unbiased radiation research by impartial
researchers be funded with a gains tax on telecom
industry profits. Let’s demand that the industry be
forced to properly label its carcinogenic devices with
adequate health warnings. The industry must be made
liable for wireless health damage.
The state of Washington just passed the strictest
safe toy law in the nation. But this law does not address
the wireless handsets kids are using for wireless enter-

tainment services available through the Advanced
Wireless Services (AWS) spectrum. The FDA recently
announced that popular impotence drugs must now be
labeled with a warning that they may lead to sudden,
severe and potentially permanent hearing loss. Why
has FDA not demanded a hearing loss warning for cell
and cordless phones?
Dr. Vini Khurana, an award-winning Australian
neurosurgeon and brain cancer specialist, believes that
the link between mobile phones and brain cancer will
be proven within the coming decade.(72) A child protected today from wireless abuse will thank an astute
parent tomorrow when that terrible, unassailable
“proof” becomes obvious to even the most fanatical of
wireless advocates.
Amy Worthington has authored numerous articles
on the hazards of the wireless age.
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Current Tax Policy
Favors Investors
Over Wage Earners
Progressive politicians could learn a lesson from Ronald Reagan
By Gerald E. Scorse

O

ver the last ten years, nobody has gotten more
love from Washington than investors. It’s time
to stop and ask if the love is misplaced.
Investor-love settled in on the Potomac in 1997, when
President Clinton cut the tax on long-term capital
gains from 28% to 20%. Long-term capital gains is the
“profit” reaped by investors when they sell stocks which
they have held for at least one year.
In 2003, President George W. Bush kept the love coming from the GOP side. He took another 5% off the
capital gains rate and also slashed the levy on corporate
dividends, extra income that many corporations pay out
to stockholders periodically.
Not long ago, some Republicans proposed adding a
dollop of investor-love to the economic stimulus bill.
Their idea didn’t fly, but it showed that the flame is still
burning.
All this love has worked splendidly for the loved. The
tax on long-term gains and qualified dividends has been
driven down to 15%. That’s a 70-year low, and it’s less
than the rate on the wages of average Americans. As the
multi-billionaire Warren Buffett abashedly confessed,
the secretaries in his office now pay taxes at a higher
rate than he does.
Buffett was quickly called out for coming up short on
investor-love. Maria Bartiromo, an anchor on the business channel CNBC, labeled his remark “misleading”.
Misleading? Hardly, compared to the claim that buyers
of stocks drive the US economy by growing jobs and
new businesses. If so, investor-love might be deserved.
Let’s look in on the market and analyze what takes
place.
Billions of shares change hands daily on the major
exchanges. On any given day, only a minute fraction of
those shares grows anything. Days can pass without a
bona fide investment; the sounds you hear are aftermarket noise and the closing bell.
In short, “investors” do not grow jobs (except in the
financial sector). The seed money that nourishes startups and expansions comes from a tiny subset of real
investors; the rest of us merely place our bets at the
tables down on Wall Street.
What’s the problem with investor-love? First, Warren
Buffett has it right: it’s wrong for income from work
to be taxed at a higher rate than income from wealth.
Second, investor-love has no reason for being; it’s a tax
policy shaped by propaganda.
Lawmakers might better follow the policy shaped by
Ronald Reagan.
Reagan’s 1981 tax cuts tilted toward the wealthy and
made him a supply-side icon. But Reagan could also be
fair, and fairness would permeate his last fiscal legacy.
In the landmark Tax Reform Act of 1986, nearly three
years in the drafting, Reagan again cut marginal rates
but raised taxes sharply on investors.
The reform ended preferential tax treatment of capital
gains. The tax rate on long-term gains leapt from 20%
to 28%, nearly double the current levy. Higher-income
taxpayers could pay as much as 31% on their gains. Reagan essentially equalized capital gains taxes and income
taxes on job earnings.
Reagan hailed the bill as “the dream of America’s fairshare tax plan.” He also called it “the best job creation
program ever to come out of the Congress”; hyperbole,
but evidence that he expected no growth falloff from
higher capital gains taxes. The new 28% rate held until
‘97, when a GOP-controlled Congress and a Democratic
president fell under the spell of investor-love.
Republican presidential candidate John McCain stays
miles away from the fact that Reagan equalized taxes
on income from wages and income from wealth. But
Barack Obama (and John Edwards, before dropping
out) have pointed to this concept with relish.
In their bones they know what’s fair, just like The Gipper did.
The writer is a member of Responsible Wealth, a
Boston-based advocacy group for economic fairness
(the website is www.responsiblewealth.org). He has an
MBA from Baruch College. Copyright 2007 Gerald E.
Scorse.
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ALCOHOL TREATMENT:
IT’S ABOUT THE MONEY
Editor’s note: We’re publishing the following article
anonymously, to protect the identity of the writer’s
spouse, who is currently enrolled in mandatory
Alcoholics Anonymous treatment.

R

epeat after me, “I am powerless.” I wonder
if anyone has truly accomplished anything,
or overcome any problems in life, by repeating the words “I am powerless” to oneself. But that’s
exactly what many people in Washington are forced
to do at court-ordered participation in the Alcoholics
Anonymous (AA) program.
In fact, this self-declaration of powerlessness is the
very first step of AA’s 12-step program.
When a person is “powerless” over a situation that
also means “not responsible.” By forcing us to agree
that all problem-drinkers are “powerless,” Alcoholics
Anonymous (AA) causes far worse damage by giving
more people – including those not currently in the AA
program – the excuse to drink irresponsibly.
If the supporters of AA really do believe that a
problem drinker is responsible for his/her actions,
sober or otherwise, then they need to stop misusing the
word “powerless” because it is an insult to those who
are really powerless, the victims of problem drinkers.
Why not change AA’s first step to “I am NOT powerless over alcohol and I am responsible for all my
actions.” (But oops! Then there would be no need for
that later one of the 12 steps about the Higher Power,
would there?)
AA claims a 100% success rate because, by their
logic, since all the failures “don’t follow AA correctly”
it’s not AA’s fault. How nice for a billion dollar industry
to be able to get away with that! Although AA brags
about being free of charge (and their meetings are
still free of charge), court-enforced Alcohol Treatment

Centers using the AA program make billions a year.
Not one single alcohol treatment center in Washington
State is permitted to be accredited by the state unless it
strictly adheres to the AA program.
Other alcohol treatment philosophies, like Rational
Recovery (RR) and SMART, are not permitted in the
treatment centers by Washington State.
AA claims it is not a religion, but then what is the
Higher Power step all about? It is not allowed to think
of yourself as your Higher Power by any WA-stateaccredited alcohol treatment center. If that isn’t government enforced faith then I don’t know what is.
But AA works for some people. Oh really? How do
we know?
Peer pressure doesn’t end with childhood. Having
your hard-earned money forcibly taken from you to
pay for AA treatment programs (or else jail time) is a
very intimidating experience. If you disagree with the
treatment centers, they just “flunk” you and you have
to stay in the program much longer. That could get very
expensive indeed.
It’s best just to do your best acting job and say what
they want to hear: “Oh yes, AA saved my life... I am a
much better person... etc.”
If the judges and prosecutors have so much faith in
AA treatment programs, why don’t they put their own
money, or the taxpayers money, on it? I wonder how
successful AA treatment would be with clients who
don’t have to pay in comparison with those who do
have to pay. Whenever money is involved, that is what
it’s really all about, and the alcohol treatment business
is no different.
Good books about AA include Resisting 12-step
Coercion by Stanton Peele, et. al., and The Real AA by
Ken Ragge.
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