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The untold story of a Moroccan suicide bombing

AN UNINTENTIONAL
TARGET
BY JOEL HANSON
Editor’s note: The following article, written in late
March by a longtime contributor and Seattle resident, turned out to be prescient. It predicts more
such suicide bombings in Morocco, which did in
fact occur roughly a week after we received the
article.
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PORTLAND GRANNIES
STRIKE AGAIN

A group which calls itself Surge Protection
closed down the Northeast Portland, OR Army
Recruiting Center March 23. It was the eighth
time the group has closed the office. Ten people and seven rocking chairs were arrested and
cited. The action was in opposition to the continued funding for the war of occupation in
Iraq. Spokesperson for the group, Bonnie
Tinker said the reason for the direct action at
the recruiting office was “we are frustrated that
our elected officials have not heard the people’s voice that we want this war to end now.
We are appealing directly to young people—
potential new recruits—please do not offer
your life for this cause.”
(The Portland Alliance, April 2007)

n a quiet Sunday evening in Sidi
Moumen in early March, 24-year-old
Abdelfettah Raydi walked into an internet bar with explosives taped to his body and
hidden beneath his clothing. His accomplice, a
The slum of Karyan Essakouila, where suicide bombers Raydi
17-year-old illiterate mint seller named Youssef
and Khoudri grew up, is just a 25-minute taxi ride from the
Khoudri, was also present. It was not their goal
see more NW & Beyond on p10
center of Casablanca. (photo by the author)
to bomb a non-descript internet café situated a
ten-minute taxi ride from their homes in
Karyan Essakouila, the poorest slum of Casablanca.
Instead, although these are just rumors, Raydi was
trying to access a jihadist website that would inform
him of that evening’s more populated target—a crowded market? a popular hotel? the police headquarters on
BY DOUG COLLINS
Boulevard Zerktouni?—on the third anniversary of the
Madrid train bombings. We’ll never know his final destination because he never got there.
’m starting to get mixed feelings about personal safeAn eyewitness, with a bandage across his eyes, testy. It would be crazy to say that personal safety is not
We at the Washington Free Press volunteer
tified on Moroccan television about what happened
important. But there is a point at which a person
to publish under-reported news and thoughtnext. Raydi began to pound loudly on the keyboard of
becomes too concerned about it, a point at which the
provoking opinion for Washingtonians and
his computer, possibly frustrated over a forgotten passconcern becomes counter-productive, an obsession, and
other interested readers. In order to get the
word and/or his inability to access the site. The owner
perhaps even—ironically—unsafe.
news out, we need your reader support to
of the establishment intervened and an argument
Take SUV automobiles, for example. They are big
help us pay for printing, postage, and other
ensued. The owner then partially closed the sliding
and heavy. They tend to do well, compared to smallerbasic costs. That’s why we ask you to please
metal garage door of the café to prevent Raydi from
sized cars, in federal crash tests. They tower above norsubscribe and donate on page 3. If you have
leaving and called the police. Minutes later, as the two
mal cars, giving superior visibility to the driver. The
time, please volunteer for distribution in your
men fought, the explosives on Raydi’s body detonated,
result of this is that people buy them for their safety, or
neighborhood. Writing, editing, and help with
killing him instantly and injuring several others includat least the impression of safety.
mailings (in the King County area) are also
ing the owner. Khoudri fled the building and was later
But there are a couple problems with this impresappreciated. You can let us know on the
captured by police.
sion. First, SUVs aren’t as safe as people think. They are
same subscription form. Thanks!
Days after the accidental attack, the newspapers As
more prone to injurious rollover accidents, and in yearly
Sabbah, Al Massae, An Nass, and La Vie Economique
fatality statistics compiled by the
showed either gruesome pictures of Raydi’s body or
National Highway Traffic Safety
The Japanese kei-jidosha are probably not as safe as most
Khoudri being transported to—and stitched up at—Ibn
Administration SUV’s score only about
SUVs, but these lightweight cars get Prius-type gas mileage
Rochd Hospital. Besides a 200 kg stash of explosives
5 to 7% safer than cars. In fact, some
at a fraction of the cost, and with a decent safety record.
found in nearby Hay Moulay Rachid, journalists dismodels of SUVs are less safe than most
Plus, they’re cute as heck. The Subaru R2, below, has an
covered that Raydi had been one of 600 people arrestcars, according to a 2007 study by the
engine about half the size of the smallest cars sold in the US.
ed in the wake of the May 2003 bombings in
Insurance Institute for Highway
It carries up to four, can exceed 60mph, and averages about
Casablanca. He had spent two excruciating years in jail
Safety.
52 miles per gallon. The new base model lists for only about
for his Salafi affiliations-the fundamentalist Muslim
Moreover, if you’re concerned
US$7000. (picture from a recent issue of a Japanese carabout global warming, energy indesee
on page 8
pendence, the price of gas, or environtrading magazine.)
mental pollution, you might feel that
even the safest SUV is perhaps a bit
risky for you.
So what exactly does the word
“safety” mean? Can SUVs be both safe
and unsafe at the same time?
The source of this irony is really a
difference between larger safety and
smaller safety. Your own personal
here-and-now safety is what I would
call a smaller safety. Our species’
longterm well-being is a larger safety.
Probably most people would agree
that the larger safety is more important than the smaller safety. On the
other hand, our feeling of self-preservation can’t be denied, and larger global safety is a bit difficult to keep in
mind from day to day. Somehow a balance has to be struck.
Of course it could be beneficial for
personal and planetary safety if every-
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France’s
election flaw
BY STEVEN HILL AND GUILLAUME SERINA

W

hat if the wrong candidate won France’s presidential election? If the wrong candidate won
because of electoral fraud—stuffing of ballot
boxes or rigging of votes—all of France would be up in
arms, and the international media would shine a glaring spotlight. France would be the new Florida.
But a different specter hangs over French voters
today: that the wrong candidate may have won
because of an antiquated method for electing their
president.
The current method, a first-round free-for-all followed by a second round between the top two finishers, is designed for when there are two major candidates who are far ahead of the pack. Those two face off
in the second round to elect a president with a majority of the vote. But when three or four candidates are
winning significant support, the two-round system can
break down and produce strange results. That may be
what just occurred in France.
Conservative Nicolas Sarkozy came in first in the
opening-round vote, and Segolene Royal, the Socialist
candidate, came in second. The two faced off in a
runoff May 6, and Sarkozy won the presidency with 53
percent of the vote. That’s the customary French way.
Surprisingly, however, election polls showed
Francois Bayrou—the third-place finisher—beating
either Mr. Sarkozy or Ms. Royal in a head-to-head
match. It appears that Mr. Bayrou’s centrist brand of
consensus politics was the choice of a clear majority of
the French, while President-elect Sarkozy’s polarizing
style may face difficulties. And yet Bayrou lost, because
France’s crude runoff method does not allow voters to
give their runoff vote to their true second choice.
Instead, they are stuck voting for one of the top two
finishers, which in this case was either Sarkozy or
Royal.
This is not the first time that France has been
tricked by its voting method. In the 2002 presidential
election Prime Minister Lionel Jospin placed third and
failed to make the runoff, even though he probably was
the candidate preferred by a majority of voters. Mr.
Jospin’s center-left voters split their initial support
among six other candidates in the first round. Divided,
none of the left candidates could make the runoff, and
the reactionary Jean-Marie Le Pen backed into the
runoff with only 17 percent of the vote.
The most unfortunate aspect of Mr. Bayrou’s loss is
that his consensus politics may have been just what
France needed. Already the election of the polarizing
Sarkozy has led to protests, with more strife perhaps
waiting in the wings. France needs consensus, not
more tearing. Centrism seems to be on the rise all over
the world, from the grand coalition in Germany to
California Gov. Arnold Schwarzenegger’s co-governing
with a Democratic legislature. French voters appeared
ready to make the leap for a candidate who can bridge
left and right, creating a new consensus politics. And
yet the defective method used to elect the president
has thwarted that future.
There’s a better method that could be used to elect
France’s president. It’s called instant runoff voting,
and it elects a majority winner in a single contest. Just
as important, it allows voters to state their true preferences by ranking a first choice, second, third, and so
on.
With instant runoff voting, if your first choice can’t
win because of lack of support, your vote immediately
goes to your second choice as your runoff candidate.
Voters are liberated to vote for the candidates they
really like without worrying about “split votes” or
“spoiler” candidates. Voters don’t have to be frustrated
that a vote for their favorite candidate may help elect
their least-favorite candidate.
France isn’t the only country whose elections would
benefit from using instant runoff voting. Al Gore
would have benefited from the second rankings of
Ralph Nader voters in 2000, and most likely would
have been elected president.
Instant runoff voting has been used to in Ireland to
elect the president, in London to elect the mayor, in
Australia to elect the national legislature, and in various American locales, including San Francisco. Last
November, instant runoff was adopted by voters in
Pierce County, WA for use in future elections. It is a
more modern runoff method than the primitive
method used in France today because it allows the
most popular candidate to emerge as the winner.
The real test of any majoritarian method is whether
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the correct candidate wins, but France’s antiquated
method failed that test. French as well as American
voters deserve a process better suited for the 21st century. It is time to modernize.
Steven Hill is director the political reform program of the New America Foundation and author of
“10 Steps to Repair American Democracy.” Guillaume
Serina is a contributor to Le Monde and a correspondent for Le Point and other French media.
Editor’s note: It’s great that Pierce County voters
recently OKed instant runoff voting by county initiative. Hopefully activists in other counties or cities in
WA will try to get this no-nonsense voting system on
their ballots.

IMPEACHMENT
MOVEMENT
GAINS SPEED

T

he Vermont Senate voted in mid-April to urge
the state’s congressional delegation to start
impeachment proceedings against President
Bush and Vice President Cheney.
The vote came quietly, with no debate.
Impeachment supporters had been lobbying hard
for legislators to take up the matter, reported the
Burlington Free Press.
Around the same time, legislators in Washington
state did not bring a Bush/Cheney impeachment bill to
a vote because they apparently didn’t think that’s what
the people of our state want. This decision was made
despite an unprecedented amount of phone calls,
emails, and snail mail the legislature received supporting the impeachment bill, according to Seattle World
Can’t Wait, which also provided the following list of
reasons why Bush and Cheney should be driven out:
• pre-emptive War based on lies in violation of Nuremburg
Principles
• repeal of Habeas Corpus in violation of the constitution,
common decency, and civilized society
• torture through the Military Commissions Act in violation of the Geneva Conventions
• kidnappings—a.k.a. “extraordinary rendition”—and
detention of over 16,000 people without charges; currently
setting up facilities to house 40,000 more in violation the
Geneva Conventions
• no-bid contracts given to cronies who over-charged, performed poorly, and have “lost” millions of dollars of taxpayer money; pure corruption
• fraudulent elections in violation of the 15th ammendment
• 600% increase in terrorism worldwide; shameful incompetence
• massive federal debt while giving tax cuts to the wealthy
and cutting social services; shameful corruption
• work in concert with fundamentalist religious groups to
make policy changes and laws in violation of the 1st
ammendment
• spying on American citizens without warrants in violation
of the 4th ammendment
• the John Warner Defense Act, a portion of which nullifies
the Posse Comitatus Act and thereby allows the military to
use force against American citizens.
In other impeachment news, at least three members of Congress, including one member of the House
leadership, have backed House Resolution 333, articles
of impeachment against Vice President Cheney. For
more information, see www.impeachcheney.org .
The organization After Downing Street, brainchild
of progressive Democrat David Swanson, provides an
online Citizens Guide to Impeachment at www.afterdowningstreet.org/resolutions .
Doug Collins
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WHY I QUIT

work
place

The work ethic is unethical, says a “civilian conscientious objector”
BY TODD BOYLE

T

he human species, surely, has some inborn characteristics that endure over thousands of years.
Our human nature is not so far from us—it is
accessible to anybody in touch with their own body
and mind. It screams out to us through the desires and
aversions we feel.
For example I’m a 55 year old guy. My nature tells
me to drop everything about once a day, and walk out
the door and bicycle or run across the landscape, for
an hour or more. The exercise seems to balance my
blood chemistry. The movement seems to satisfy some
craving or curiosity to investigate the area.
During the dark winter months my nature tells me
to curl up in a warm bed and sleep a lot—sometimes 12
hours a day including naps.
The social order around us obviously does not
operate by the same instincts. I see a lot of useless
commotion, a continual roar of noise, the environment
dominated by constant traffic and construction.
I see a political economy guided by a very small
number of people who write the paychecks for our
bosses and bureaucrats, a vast population of employees
doing whatever we’re told, and most of the instructions
we’re receiving useless in satisfying anybody’s human
needs.

Today’s downtown is about capture. It stalks and
subdues producers of everything, to collect rents or
fees. It prevents alternative ways of doing things that
cannot be captured. It is like a hydroelectric dam,
extracting energy from humanity in pursuit of desire,
and forcing ever higher volumes of activity.
The economy is racing like a buzzsaw through the
resources of the planet, a motor racing without a governor. We have a duty at some point to be satisfied, to
quit producing and consuming. Quitting is the only
ethical thing to do.
In fact the work ethic must be abandoned.
Humanity learned a work ethic as adaptation to the
industrial revolution. But now it is just as inappropriate as tribal mores were during the industrial age.
The question is, what will be the new ethic? The
people in those skyscrapers have long abandoned the
work ethic. They have learned to avoid work and maximize takings. That is the business ethic.
My ethic is much simpler: quit working, and float
like a jellyfish.
The war in Iraq has been the last straw, for me. I
burned my CPA license. I am a civilian conscientious

objector. I’ve been through this too many times
already. The Vietnam War, the Reagan wars, the Gulf
War. I’m tired of obeying the orders of unfit bosses
and dictators. I will work no more forever. I have my
dignity.
There is sufficient food. There is sufficient warmth.
There is nothing to fear.
Todd Boyle (toddboyle@verizon.net) lives in
Kirkland and organizes the Kirkland Meaningful
Movies series (see http://epjc.net) and is an “anti-war
member of this and that,” including Veterans For
Peace Seattle chapter (http://vfp92.org) and
Washington Truth In Recruiting (http://watir.org).
You can see more of his writing at www.rosehill.net .
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What humans need is pretty simple. Decent food and warmth. Ninety
percent of the Gross Domestic
Product is not necessary for our biological needs. Our food is produced
by less than ten percent of total
work hours. The other 36 hours of
our 40 hours of work is art. We
could be doing anything. Or nothing.
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And look what we do with our modern excess labor.
Why is much of our art so ugly and violent? Why do we
have to kill millions of people 10,000 miles away,
spread toxic pollution, and destroy our oceans and
lands?
What’s in the skyscrapers of downtown Seattle—or
any typical downtown—is useless commotion: people
struggling for control over the material outputs of a
globally integrated economy. People persuading, selling, manipulating, inducing and compelling other people to do things, activities that are otherwise known as
marketing, law, software, financial services, accounting, brokerage, etc. Ask the people who work in such
companies. Many of them openly admit their occupations are fundamentally obsolete, corrupt, or at best
unnecessary.
As a CPA for 20 years I realized my profession was
intrinsically corrupt. Accounting is a fabric of lies for
tax and reporting, for the advantage of the powerful. I
gave my life to something that was unnecessary for any
real production. We were paid by the powerful, always
grudgingly and with contempt, to recharacterize their
losses as profits, or profits as losses.
The story of modern downtown Seattle is basically
the same. It contributes less than nothing to the production of goods and services.
Organization, scheduling, and coordination of
human activity is essential. And downtowns were once
necessary for this. Managers and clerks needed to be
close together. But then came the telephone, radio,
computers, networks, and cellphones.
All necessary mental work is now done by computers—all of the routine inventory, accounting, scheduling, logistics. Anybody doing that kind of work has
been sacked, the same as laborers who were replaced
by machinery. When a barcode scan at the cash register automatically adjusts every inventory, shipping and
manufacturing schedule all the way back to the raw
material suppliers, why do we need a concentration of
skyscrapers downtown, let alone the expansion of freeways and bridges to get there?
Humanity adapted to automation in an ugly way. We
could have worked less. Instead, our work changed into a
destructive manipulation of other people: empire.
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Washington Free Press and say "Keep doing what you're
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Portability over Potability?
BY PHILIP DICKEY, WA TOXICS
COALITION
Numbered references appear at the end of this article.

B

ottled water is hot! These days you can’t go anywhere without seeing people gulping water from
plastic bottles. Sales of bottled water have
tripled in the United States in the past 10 years, now
reaching 13 billion liters per year. That’s pretty good
for a product that costs from 240 to 10,000 times as
much per serving as ordinary tap water, especially
since somewhere between 25 and 40 percent of the
bottled water being sold actually is ordinary tap water.
(1)
In addition to water purchased by the bottle, it’s
also extremely popular to carry water (bottled or tap)
in one of the various trendy plastic “sports” bottles.
Some recent reports have raised health concerns
about toxic chemicals migrating from plastic bottles to
the drinks inside. These days, information available on
the internet and elsewhere comes from a variety of
sources, including the industries that make plastic and
bottled water, as well as scientists and organizations
with widely differing points of view. Unfortunately,
science can only go so far towards answering our questions before the subtle art of interpretation takes over.
Although almost all plastics are made from petroleum, the risks of production, use, and disposal vary
greatly, so you need to know what kind of plastic you
are using. The commonly used recycling symbols are a
reasonably good way to find out.
According to the Institute for Agriculture and
Trade Policy’s Smart Plastics Guide, the better choices
for water bottles and food use are PET (#1 plastic),
HDPE (#2), LDPE (#4), and polypropylene ( #5).
They suggest avoiding PVC (#3), polystyrene (#6), and
polycarbonate (#7). For more information, the guide is
available at
www.environmentalobservatory.org/library.cfm?refid
=77083. Let’s look in more detail at the two types of
plastic that are mainly used as beverage containers.

Polyethylene terephthalate (PET)
These are the containers that bottled water (and
most soft drinks and many juices) usually comes in.
They are clear and lightweight and should have recycling symbol #1 on the bottom. There are generally
few concerns with using PET as drink bottles. The
contaminants I have seen discussed are antimony, a
toxic heavy metal that is often used as a catalyst in the
manufacturing process, and DEHA, a plasticizer.
A recent study at the University of Heidelberg
found elevated levels of antimony in commercially
bottled water and implicated the bottles as the source,
since the contamination increased the longer the water
remained in the bottles. Measured levels of antimony
averaged 156 ppt (parts per trillion) in 12 brands of
bottled natural water from Canada, as compared to 2.2
ppt in groundwater from Ontario and 8.2 ppt in natural water from Ontario bottled in polypropylene rather
than PET. After 37 days of storage in refrigerated PET
bottles, the water contained 50 ppt antimony, and
after six months at room temperature 566 ppt. In the
same study, antimony levels in bottled European
waters were somewhat higher. (2)
The maximum contaminant level for antimony in
drinking water is 6000 ppt. This is the level that EPA
considers to be safe for consumption over a lifetime.
This study has been cited as both evidence of a
problem and evidence of no problem. Clearly, antimony leached from the PET bottles, and the longer the
water remained in the bottles the more antimony it
contained. The measured antimony levels were generally below 10 percent of EPA’s safety standard. I do
drink beverages packaged in PET bottles when it’s
convenient or necessary without worrying too much
about antimony. Avoid keeping water in PET for longterm storage, however, and use glass bottles for water
that you want to keep cold in the refrigerator for consumption at home. Certainly, it would be better if bottled water did not contain antimony or other contaminants at levels higher than natural sources. This study
reinforces the need for cleaner plastics uncontaminated by various chemicals used as additives. Perhaps
new research on bioplastics made from corn, sugar,
and other materials will eventually be a better answer.
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If you itemize your taxes and you are considering a
donation of at least $100 to benefit the Free Press,
it is tax-deductible when you make your check to
EOAIM (Earth On the Air Independent Media, a
501(c)3 nonprofit media umbrella group). Your generosity will not only greatly benefit the WA Free
Press, but will also assist EOAIM with progressive
documentary projects. Mail your donation check to
WA Free Press at PMB#178, 1463 E Republican St,
Seattle 98112. Thanks for your support!

Another study bandied about the Internet is a
paper by a University of Idaho masters degree student
presented at a meeting of the Society for Risk Analysis.
(3)
The author measured contaminants in water stored
in PET bottles under extreme conditions of use. Four
compounds were identified, of which DEHA (di(2-ethylhexyl) adipate) has generated the most interest
because there is some evidence that it may cause cancer. Since DEHA is widely used in various types of
plastics but apparently not in PET, the DEHA may not
have come from the bottles. The study has not been
peer reviewed and its conclusions are possibly contradicted by a report (also not peer reviewed) from the
Swiss Federal Laboratories for Materials Testing and
Research, which found levels of DEHA in PET-bottled
water to be essentially the same as in water from glass
bottles. (4)

Polycarbonate
Polycarbonate is a plastic used in many types of
bottles (including baby bottles) and some “sippy” cups
used by children. It is also used in the lining of some
metal food cans and in dental sealants. Polycarbonate
(the most common of several plastics designated by
recycling symbol #7) is manufactured from bisphenol
A (BPA). Unfortunately, the bond connecting BPA
molecules in the plastic breaks down, especially in the
presence of heat or acidic or basic foods or beverages,
resulting in contamination of the contents. Body burden testing confirms widespread (95 percent) findings
of BPA in human urine, indicating ongoing exposure.
None of this is controversial. What is hotly contested is whether current exposure levels are of concern.
Industry contends that levels of BPA found in food or
water are safe because they are less than the current
(actually very out of date) regulatory safety standards.
According to researcher Frederick vom Saal, however,
BPA is a somewhat unusual chemical that actually can
be more dangerous at lower doses than at larger ones.
He also discounts the results of many industry studies,
noting that 90 percent of 104 government-funded
studies report significant effects at doses below the
supposed safe level, while none of the 11 industryfunded studies report effects at these same doses. (5)
He goes further to conclude that “the rate of leaching from commonly used BPA-containing products
(the lining of tin cans and polycarbonate food and beverage containers) is high enough to result in adverse
effects in laboratory animals.”
Vom Saal’s concerns are the basis for widespread
recommendations to avoid polycarbonate when possible in food contact. I agree with that precautionary
stance because of the low-dose effects of BPA.
Unfortunately, consumers can’t tell which cans might
contain BPA. I can tell you that canned tomatoes are
pretty welcome in Seattle in the winter.

Reusing Plastic Bottles
If you buy water in plastic bottles, it’s certainly
tempting (and good waste prevention) to refill the bottles with tap water or water filtered at home and reuse
them. Some have warned against this practice due to
possible contamination with germs after multiple uses.
This warning is worth considering, given that many
people, myself included, tend to refill the bottle and
reuse it without washing it. With a small opening and
a threaded top, plastic bottles are not the easiest items
to get clean. My suggestion is to wash them carefully
in hot soapy water after every few uses, including partially filling the bottle with it and shaking vigorously
with the cap on. Limit the number of reuses to prevent
the plastic from wearing or breaking down, and then
recycle the bottle.

Recommendations
• Whenever possible and when breakage is not a
safety concern, use glass containers for water or food.

see Plastic Bottles on page 10

health &
environment
FLUORIDATION
DOING MORE HARM
THAN GOOD,
STUDIES SHOW
FROM NY STATE COALITION
OPPOSED TO FLUORIDATION

C

ontrary to common belief, fluoridation is damaging teeth with little cavity reduction, according
to a review of recent studies reported in Clinical
Oral Investigations. (See reference at bottom.)
Lead researcher Giuseppe Pizzo and colleagues
reviewed English-language fluoridation studies published from January 2001 to June 2006 and write,
“Several epidemiological studies conducted in fluoridated and non-fluoridated communities suggest that
[fluoridation] may be unnecessary for caries prevention…”
They also report that fluoride-damaged teeth
spiked upwards to 51% from the 10-12% found over 60
years ago in “optimally” fluoridated communities.
Dental fluorosis is white-spotted, yellow, brownstained and/or pitted teeth.
Fluoridation began in 1945 when dentists thought
that ingested fluoride incorporated into children’s
developing tooth enamel to prevent cavities. However,
Pizzo’s group reports that fluoride ingestion confers
little, if any, benefit and fails to reduce oral health disparities in low-income Americans.
Also, any difference in fluoride tooth enamel surface concentration between fluoridated and low-fluoridated areas is minimal. And the relationship between
higher enamel fluoride levels to less tooth decay was
not found.
“Some risk of increasing fluorosis may be attributed to the ingestion of powdered infant formula
reconstituted with fluoridated water… [and] foods and
beverages processed in fluoridated areas…
Furthermore, the use of dietary fluoride supplements
during the first 6 years of life is associated with a significant increase in the risk of developing fluorosis,”
they write.
Lawyer Paul Beeber, President, New York State
Coalition Opposed to Fluoridation says, “Recent news
reports claiming fluoride-free bottled water caused the
cavity increase trends in toddlers are implausible
because rising fluorosis rates clearly indicate that children are over-fluoridated, not under-fluoridated.”
“There’s no dispute that too much fluoride damages teeth, actually making them more decay-prone.
Research is indicated to see if fluoride is causing the
cavity escalation,” says Beeber.
Some studies Pizzo reviewed focused on communities that stopped water fluoridation. “…after the cessation, caries prevalence did not rise, remained almost
the same or even decreased further,” writes Pizzo’s
group.
“In most European countries, where [water fluoridation] has never been adopted, a substantial decline
[75%] in caries prevalence has been reported in the
last decades,” they report.
To avoid dental fluorosis, the American Dental
Association and the Centers for Disease Control advise
against mixing concentrated infant formulas with
fluoridated water.
“Fluoride is bone- and health-damaging as well,”
says Beeber.
For further info contact Paul Beeber, Esq. 516433-8882 nyscof@aol.com .
REFERENCE
“Community Water Fluoridation and Caries Prevention: A
Critical Review,” Clinical Oral Investigations, by Giuseppe
Pizzo & Maria R. Piscopo & Ignazio Pizzo & Giovanna
Giuliana 2007 Feb 27; [Epub ahead of print] viewable at
www.newmediaexplorer.org/chris/Pizzo-2007.pdf .
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Exxon Valdez,
eighteen years later
WA state could learn some lessons to avoid the sort of tragedy
that occurred in Alaska
BY BOB BLACK

I

ndelibly etched into our memories are a certain few
events. For example, ask any older person where
they were when they first heard that President
Kennedy had been shot, and they can tell you. Similarly,
the residents and fishing women and men of Prince
William Sound, Alaska remember where they were when
they first heard that a fully loaded supertanker had run
up on Bligh Reef in Prince William Sound.
March 24th, 2007 marked the eighteenth anniversary
of the infamous spill of Alaskan crude oil from the Exxon
Valdez. The damage, on many levels, continues.
Whatcom County, WA, due to its relative close proximity to Alaska, is the winter home to many fishing people who were and continue to be affected by “The Spill.”
In addition to the ongoing physical damages, such as
the absence even today of harvestable numbers of herring in what was once the overflowing cornucopia of
Prince William Sound, another injury has been to our
American judicial system, which seems to have been
intimidated by Exxon’s power. What has happened with
the Exxon Valdez civil suit has implications for all
Americans.
I was driving my truck on the Mount Baker Highway
through Deming into Bellingham to work on my boat,
the Monde Uni, when I first heard the news on a
Canadian radio station that sunny and bright morning in
1989. I was engaged in an expensive and consuming
upgrade on the machinery of the “Monde.” I’d run the
boat south to Bellingham from Cordova, Alaska the previous autumn with a plan to make my combination seiner, gillnetter, and longline vessel more efficient. It’s a
long way between Cordova and Bellingham, particularly
in a relatively small boat such as the 42-foot Monde Uni.
The first hurdle upon leaving Cordova on the southward journey is the 350 mile-wide crossing of the Gulf of
Alaska in order to get tucked into the inside waters of
Southeast Alaska, British Columbia and, finally,
Washington State. You’re almost guaranteed, particularly
in the fall, to get seriously thrashed on the Gulf crossing.
The rest of the trip, while loaded with hazards, is less
dicey and can even be relaxing.
The Monde Uni was hauled out of the water at the
old Weldcraft boatyard in the Bellingham harbor where
it sat through the extremely cold fall and early winter of
1988. As early as I could in 1989 I set to work on a daily
basis on my project. For me, it was a labor of love. The
Monde Uni was (and is still I’m sure, but that’s another
story) a beautiful boat which deserved only the finest
equipment and most painstaking workmanship. Work
was progressing and roughly on schedule for the trip
north and anticipated big season of 1989. After I heard
that the Exxon Valdez ran aground, I tried to stay
focused on the work that needed to be done, hopeful that
the oil spill wouldn’t be too bad. Days went by and my
hopes were not being realized. On March 28th I flew to
Cordova.
There was a big meeting at the high school my first
night back in Cordova. A fisherman who had been out at
the Spill scene trying unsuccessfully to do some good
with pathetically inadequate equipment told us of a crewman on the tanker Baton Rouge, which had been alongside the Exxon Valdez, yelling down at him that “You
oughta get some of that Navy boom!”. This report
prompted me to begin a series of phone calls over about
a ten day period with numerous very large maritime corporations and governmental agencies, calls which
revealed that Exxon had clearly gone into a state of corporate paralysis, unwilling to cut the checks necessary to
get large and experienced companies with expertise in oil
spill recovery moving.
The president of one very large tug and barge company told me of his frustration in Exxon’s seemingly not

recognizing his company’s experience and capabilities
demonstrated many times previously, particularly in the
Gulf of Mexico when offshore oil wells had “blown out”.
They had been successful by anchoring barges downstream from spills and running oleophilic rope mops
between the barges.
The officer at the Pentagon who was in charge of the
Navy’s oil spill supplies in Stockton, California and
Norfolk, Virginia told me of his frustration that those vast
supplies were not being loaded onto C-130’s and flown to
Valdez. The largest salvage vessel in North America, the
Arctic Salvor, which was in Valdez by sheer coincidence,
was not on charter even though its potential utility was
unquestioned. I could go on here, but the evidence that
Exxon was not doing everything it could to get the oil out
of the water became overwhelming and clear. Exxon, in
fact, seemed not to want to recover large quantities of the
spilled oil. I’ve still got the notes I made in those frantic
days. When two Ninth Circuit Court judges recently
halved the jury’s punitive damages because of Exxon’s
“prompt actions to alleviate the damage post spill”, I just
had to chuckle.
Realizing I had to finish up the work on my boat, I
returned to Bellingham and went back to work trying to
keep “the blinders on” while not knowing what would
happen, the post-Spill pattern that I and many others fell
into.
Very fortunately for the Copper River Delta and the
fisheries which occur there, the principal ocean current
on the Alaskan Pacific coast is from east to west, sparing
the delta from any of the crude oil which leaked from the
Exxon Valdez. The Cordova gillnet fleet, even in 1989,
was able to fish as it always had for the sockeye and king
salmon which run up the Copper. I ended up arriving in
Cordova and being ready to fish the Copper one week
late, which became a case in point of “better late than
never” because the fishing was good. The Prince William
Sound seine and gillnet fisheries, which come later, were
highly restricted. I was not able to fish within 80 miles of
where I was used to fishing so as to avoid any contact
with the oil. It needs to be said that there was never, as
far as I know, any fishery product produced in Alaska
with any degree of pollution from the Spill. There are a
few things that Alaska does right and one of them is the
production of wholesome seafood. This has never been
compromised through the years since the Spill.
On only one occasion during that first post-Spill fishing season of 1989, when I took a group of bird observers
out to an area which had been lightly oiled, did I even see
any oil. After the fishing season was over, though, I made
two lengthy trips out into the southwest Sound to see for
myself what the beaches in the oiled areas looked like.
Utter and absolute devastation is what I found. Picture
yourself on a beach which, for as far as you can see in
either direction, is black with crude oil. My friends and I
completely loaded my boat with oily garbage of various
types stuffed into big plastic bags and finally went back to
Cordova.
The following season, 1990, was the last time for several years when the pink salmon acted normally. The
1991 season was marked by very few early and middle
season returning pink salmon, whereupon all the pinks
came in one big mixed rush very late in the season.
Unfortunately, most of the buyers had departed by that
time. In order to avoid the calamity of far too many dead
fish piled up at the hatcheries millions of fish were
caught and loaded into large boats and dumped at sea.

I SMELL A GLOBAL
WARMING RAT!

Have you noticed that big marketeers of various
types are starting to line up behind the global warming
cause? I’m not just talking about carbon-trading
schemes.
In mainstream daily newspapers, articles are seriously discussing how we can avert warming by launching
huge disks into space, thereby blocking sunshine. Or
how we can turn carbon dioxide into liquid goo and
pump it under the sea. Or how we can spew clouds of
aluminum nano-dust into the atmosphere to cool things
down. They are not joking.
To be honest, these “solutions” make me feel more
creepy than the prospect of global warming.
Let me know what you think. Is my feeling of unease
1. justified,
2. due to the fact that I’m never satisfied with the status
quo,
3. due to jealousy because I didn’t patent the space
disk idea first,
4. an understandable but misguided panic-stricken
reaction,
5. the ranting of a Luddite who’s afraid of a little harmless aluminum nano-dust, or
6. completely looney and inexplicable.
Heck, while you’re at it, why not just write an article
for the WA Free Press on this or any other thought-provoking topic? You can send article submissions to
WAfreepress@gmail.com with subject heading “submission.”
Doug Collins
1991 became known as the year of the “Humpy Dump”
(pink salmon are nicknamed humpies).
The 1992 and 1993 years were very similar. The water
in Prince William Sound seemed to have died. The estuary that is the Sound grew silent. The water, which is
usually rich in plankton, became eerily crystal clear.
There were almost no fish to catch. The nets came up
empty, not even any jellyfish. No one could make their
boat payments. Totally frustrated, the seiners blockaded
Valdez Narrows to tanker traffic. They got away with it
for a number of reasons, number one being we were living under a different administration. Clinton’s Interior
Secretary Bruce Babbit met with the fishing fleet in
Valdez the day after the blockade and was very supportive of our efforts.

But all the participating fishing
boats ultimately received letters from
the Coast Guard warning that if they
tried a blockade again they’d be
thrown in prison, their boats would
be taken away, and they’d all be fined
$250,000. There will probably not be
another blockade anytime soon.
1994 was the year of the civil trial in Anchorage.
Fishing fleets and others including Native groups and
municipalities sued Exxon for civil damages resulting
from the Spill. The trial judge, US District Court Judge
Russell Holland, presided over a jury which decided at
the conclusion of six months to make Exxon pay five billion dollars in punitive damages for what was determined
to be “reckless” corporate behavior. That jury’s decision
has been upheld for the last thirteen years by a threejudge panel from the Ninth Circuit Court of Appeals. Just
late last year, on December 22, 2006 that panel reached a
different decision. Two of the three judges joined to lower
Exxon’s penalty to 2.5 billion dollars while the third stated “that by no principled means should the penalty be
lowered.” Exxon, of course, appealed even the halving of
the original jury award to an “en banc” (larger) panel of
the Ninth. Needless to say, Exxon will continue to appeal
all the way to the Supreme Court if it can, though it is
unlikely that the “Supremes” will accept this case.
The grounding of the Exxon Valdez and everything
that resulted from that grounding has been horribly tragic. We, as a culture, knew as well in 1989 that drinking
and driving could and would lead to injury and death as
we know now. Exxon was reckless and needs to be taught
a lesson. Exxon is attempting to teach the American public a lesson. What might that lesson be?
The number one lesson learned by many in the Prince
William Sound fishing fleet is that we, as stakeholders,
need to play an active role in bolstering and encouraging
regulatory agencies to do their jobs with vigor. The
Regional Citizens Advisory Council, which is an independent organization consisting of representatives elected from communities potentially at risk from oil transport, has proven to be very effective at helping aid the
safety of oil transport in Alaska. This should be modeled
in Washington State, because the chances for a big spill
in Washington are relatively high.
Bob Black still divides his time between Alaska and
Bellingham. A version of this article was originally published in Whatcom Watch (Bellingham).
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Safety from p1
one abruptly just stopped using gas-powered vehicles,
but the resulting shock on the economy could be perilous. Still, a movement by many people toward using
less carbon-based fuel is undoubtedly a good thing, not
only because of global warming.
A step in the right direction would be to start using
more fuel-efficient smaller cars. If you stand near the
freeway watching weekday commuters, you’ll see that
the large majority of cars, cars that normally can easily
carry five people, are only carrying one lone commuter
each. So by count of car seats, we’re generally wasting
roughly four-fifths of our engine power and gas, and certainly producing many times more pollution than we
should be.
One solution would be for all of us to use scooters or
motorcycles, but the vulnerability to the weather and the
extra skill involved with those vehicles is just not attractive to most commuters. On the other hand, if we had
public and economic incentives to use smaller, more
efficient cars, many of us would willingly switch to them.
In Japan, people have since 1949 been using tiny
cars, called kei-jidosha (literally “light cars,” a.k.a. “keicars” or “K-cars”). They currently have engines of 660cc,
much smaller those of any commercially available cars

This kei-minivan has sliding rear doors. The
height of the car is about 68 inches, which
maximizes interior space. It gets about 45
miles per gallon. Note the irresistible teensy-weensy wheels. (photo by the author)
in the US, which average around 2000cc. Kei-cars are
produced by a number of familiar car makers, including
Honda, Mazda, Subaru, and Suzuki.
Kei-cars are much lighter than cars that Americans
are accustomed to, yet they are built to hold four passengers (or alternatively cargo) and can run in excess of
60mph, though they have an official speed limit of
approximately 50mph in Japan. Many of them maximize interior space with a boxy body shape, a bit similar
to the shape of the Scion xB, but they come in all variety
of models, including two-door, four-door, tiny sportscars, tiny delivery trucks, and tiny pickup trucks. They
are allowed on all highways, and I’d estimate that a third
of cars on the road in Japan are kei-cars.
There are at least three economic incentives to buying these instead of larger vehicles. In Japan, the yearly
car tax on kei-cars—at current exchange rates—is roughly $40, whereas a median full-size car might be taxed at
$300. And the purchase price is right. Kei-cars typically
sell for about two-thirds of what full-size cars sell for in
Japan.
The third economic incentive is perhaps most important. Kei-cars get at least around 40 miles per gallon,
usually better. They get Prius-type gas mileage at about
half the price of a Prius.
Plus, they are terribly easy to park.
It’s obvious that kei-cars just aren’t the sexy, powerful roadsters craved by many Americans—as well as
many Japanese. But many of them are cute as heck,
which can certainly be a selling point, even in the US.
A downside of kei-cars is that they are probably not
as safe as SUVs. However, I found a surprising reference
indicating that average kei-car safety in Japan has been
better than that of regular-sized cars (see
www.rqriley.com/energy.htm). I’d guess that the lower
speed limit for kei-cars is probably a very good idea:
prevention is the best medicine.
Still, if a kei-car and an SUV collided, it would obviously be unfortunate to be in the kei-car.
That gets me back to the issue of comparative safety.
If kei-cars—with their accessible price and frugal use of
energy—have something to contribute to larger environmental safety, why don’t we see them or similar minicars in the US? It’s partly because our national priorities—and our official national car standards—are much
more centered on the short-term, smaller concern of
personal safety. Cars as small as the kei-cars are simply
not allowed here, despite their long-term advantages.
You might see some on a visit to Canada, but not here.
Our excessive self-concern is one reason that the US
has led the world on the double-lane highway-to-hell of
global warming and energy dependency, but at least we
Americans might feel safe during the trip.
The social reality—which few analysts seem to con-
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sider—is that although the occupant of an SUV is somewhat safer because of the larger comparative mass of the
SUV, the occupants of all the smaller cars around the
SUV are less safe for the same reason. So if SUV use
declined, you might in fact see an increase overall safety.
In a larger sense, by being fixated on personal, individual safety, we might be lessening our average safety.
By being more concerned about the long-term safety of
everyone, perhaps our average day-to-day safety can
increase.

Fight toxins, or toxin production?
There are numerous other examples of our focus on
smaller, individual safety, and since this essay is really
not about cars, I’ll cite them.
One example is environmental toxins in foods.
Personally, I care a great deal about avoiding these. But
there are other issues, take global warming, which probably trump them by far. If I can buy organic Sumatran
coffee imported from halfway around the world, then
my personal health might be somewhat better, but the
greenhouse gasses used in transporting that coffee to
my hometown, Seattle, may be far worse for everyone in
the long run. If I buy non-organic coffee produced in
comparatively nearby Mexico, that might be better. (You
might laugh at the unlikelihood of this, but I was recently presented with those two choices at a local supermarket!)
Environmental concerns are also sometimes questionable in terms of personal energy. Toxic flame retardants and other chemicals working their way into our
food chain are a big concern to me. But where should I
spend my activist energy to stop toxins?
In fact, the appearance of industrial toxins in our
bloodstreams is really just a symptom, and the disease is
corporate money influence over politicians. The far
more dangerous issue is that all sorts of regulations—
and lack thereof—favor large polluting chemical industries.
But people tend to be more concerned about the
direct effect on their personal health, so they go to the
body politic for a solution on a specific toxin, without
considering that the body politic itself is chronically contaminated by the influence of corporate donors.
As it stands, activists spent a lot of time and energy,
for example, having DDT banned, but in the meantime,
corporations market new untested chemical compounds
with no oversight, some of which will undoubtedly prove
to be just as bad or worse than DDT ever was. By focusing on the chemical villian-of-the-year, we may not be
directing enough energy to the more important roots of
contamination.
It would likely be so much more effective to spend
personal energy on reforming our campaign finance
laws, though the activists that are committed to doing
this seem to be comparatively few.

Forest fires and vaccines
Another cultural examples of rather short-sighted
benefits are the strategies employed in North America to
fight wildfires. Ask any forest biologist, and they’ll tell
you that forest wildfires are a natural, cyclical part of the
ecosystem. However, we Americans have mostly adopted a strategy of trying to extinguishing them as soon as
they start, rather than managing them. The philosophy
seems to be “forest fire bad, must stamp out,” kind of a
heroic good-firefighter-versus-evil-fire drama, perfect
for the network TV news.
So much time, energy, vigilance, and money is spent
on repressing forest fires, and the result is that the
forests themselves become increasingly flammable. The
dry leaves, twigs, and needles accumulate to greater
depths on the ground, creating greater amounts of tinder for a much bigger fire, which inevitably will happen.
By repressing fires in the short term, we are just creating much larger—unnaturally larger—fires in the long
term.
Perhaps a better strategy would be to work with the
natural cycles of the forest. Allow the natural fires to
happen, and simply work to prevent the fires from
entering towns and cities. One aspect of this would be to
discourage the building of houses in or near the forest,
or else allow such building only with the understanding
that such houses will not receive any special protection
from forest fires.
A strangely parallel phenomenon is our use of vaccines. Like forest firefighting, these are intended to prevent an evil from spreading. Vaccines are effective in
preventing specific diseases in individuals, but many
critics, including some medical doctors, question the
long-term wisdom of employing them. (Because this
may be surprising to some readers, I’ve included below
a list of weblinks for articles we’ve published by two
prominent MDs who are critical of vaccines.)
It’s possible that with more and more vaccinations,
we are in fact weakening our overall immune system,
and leaving us increasingly prone to widespread chronic
diseases, including diabetes, Crohn’s disease, arthritis,
cancer, and auto-immune diseases. It’s similar to the
tinder-filled forests that are determined to burn, even if
we repress their natural burning.

Again, it is quite possible that a better long term
strategy would be not to vaccinate so much, but to work
with the vaccinable illnesses as much as possible, bugs
with which we have coexisted for tens of thousands of
years, and which—in fact—are rarely fatal or even debilitating.
Our health care system seems to be largely geared to
neutralizing symptoms, killing pain, and searching for
pharmaceutical “cures,” rather than finding the source
of the increasing incidence of chronic disease. But it
seems that the more medicines we take, the more sideeffects we have, and, I would guess, the fewer years we
would expect to live. By being so concerned about life,
our modern mainstream medical care in many cases
shortens it.
But that depends on how you define life. Is life just
the medically observed beating of a heart and the existence of brain waves? The car driver might be alive, but
always fearful of a collision. The environmental activist
might be alive, but always afraid of what’s for dinner.
The hospital patient might be alive, but always afraid of
simply dying. The source of people’s hunger for more
and more individual safety is because people feel more
and more fear. At some point, the fear becomes the
most harmful thing. What kind of life is that? To really
live, I should be able to pursue what I desire, rather
than be obsessed with avoiding what I fear.
REFERENCES
Following are links for articles by medical doctors who
are critical of vaccinations and vaccination policy, published previously in this newspaper.
Articles by Harold Buttram, MD:
www.wafreepress.org/60/vaccinesThinkAgain.htm
www.wafreepress.org/61/haphazardHealth.htm
Articles by Donald W. Miller, Jr, MD:
www.wafreepress.org/72/mercuryOnTheMind.htm
www.wafreepress.org/73/userFriendlyVaccination.htm
www.wafreepress.org/74/userFriendlyVaccinationSch2.htm
“When a group of men come to a fork in the road, a third
of them will take the road of life, a third will take the road
of death, and a third will think they are choosing the road
of life but will choose the road of death instead. Why will
they choose the road of death? It is because they care too
much about life that they choose the road of death.”
—Tao Te Ching
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Fishmongers

The WA Free Press is a volunteer
publication. We need help from
fishmongers, dogcatchers, manicurists and practical jokers to
keep the paper alive and out there.
Really! We ask that all volunteers
also be current subscribers and
help with distribution three times a
year. There is also great need for
proofreading and mailing help, if
you live in the Seattle vicinity.
If you already subscribe, please email or
write us at the contacts on page 2. If
you are not yet a subscriber, contact us
via the subscription form on page 3.

BOOKS

Confessions of an
Economic Hit Man
Plume Printing, 2004
Author: John Perkins

T

he term “hit man”
conjures up
thoughts about Al
Capone and other gang
leaders made famous in
the early era of television. That was then, this
is now.
Be it South America,
Africa, the Middle East
or Central America, the
writer spins a story that
will forever change the
way you view the World
Bank, the United States government, and multinational corporations.
Big money changes hands in the name of helping
other countries. Does it get to the poor and displaced
as advertised? Well, you’ll just have to read the book.
The writer, a former Peace Corps volunteer gone
wild, brings us face-to-face with world leaders such as
Panama’s Omar Torrijos, the Shah of Iran, and others
who made deals (i.e. sold out) to ensure military protection by the US Empire.
In the 1960s when the Peace Corps was relatively
new, volunteers—including myself—would often gather and discuss whether or not any of us were working
for the CIA. This subject came up because people in
the communities we lived in wondered about our
motives for coming to their countries under the auspices of the US Empire. We never really answered the
question. We didn’t know.
In Confessions, the reader will have to decide
whether the author, John Perkins, was already CIA
when he became a Peace Corps volunteer. The reader
must also decide if Mr. Perkins was only an economic
manipulator. Was he also a double or triple agent for
the countries he worked with and for the World Bank

and other organizations, such as the US government?
Are these confessions or merely the tip of the iceberg?
Read and enjoy the book and decide for yourself
what domination by multinational corporations is
doing to the poor and powerless—as well as for the rich
and powerful—around the world.
Ted Collins

Funny, Wicked, and
Wise: Ideas You May
Enjoy
Trafford Publishing, 2007
Author: Styx Mundstock

R

etired community
college philosophy
professor Styx
Mundstock, who I would
guess is much remembered
by his past students, has
put together a collection of
his amusing, arousing, and
trenchant observations.
Mundstock has been an
occasional contributor to
the WA Free Press, and
longtime readers might
recognize some of his witty
lists, like “Questions Asked by Children” and “Just
Because...” as well as some of his original drawings.
Mundstock’s writing frequents that low-lying location where naivety meets profundity. He doesn’t aspire
to more than what is necessary: to satisfy his inborn
craving to make you think twice about things.
Mundstock lives on Lummi Island, WA, with his
wife Lee, who—I am told—is much more charming
than even he is.
Doug Collins

Reason #581: so you can
relate better to animals when
you go to the zoo.

There are many reasons to subscribe to
the Free Press. Please do so on page 3!

WHAT'S YOUR
FAVORITE
BOOK?
WRITE ABOUT IT!
Is there a book that has just grabbed you for
years? Do you find yourself frequently talking about
a certain book to friends and people you meet?
What book do you wish many other people would
read?
Please submit a review including (1) a description of such a book, and (2) an explanation of why
you like it so much. Some ground rules: please no
personal or commercial connection to the publisher
or writer of the book, and please make your article
not more than about 800 words long.
Submit electronically to WAfreepress@gmail.com
along with your name and phone number (we will
not use your contacts for solicitation). Writing in the
Washington Free Press is volunteer. We also
encourage you to subscribe to the paper.
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Morocco from p1
group also blamed for the Madrid train bombings-but
was granted amnesty by the king and released in 2005.
The Salafis, much like the Wahhabists trying to overthrow the monarchy in Saudi Arabia, advocate a return
to the Islam practiced during the time of Mohammed
and the two generations immediately following his
death. The sect believes, according to Wikipedia, that
“Islam was perfect and complete during the days of
Mohammed and his companions, but that undesirable
innovations were added afterwards due to materialist
and cultural influences over the later centuries.”
All religions must evolve and adapt according to
changing social and political realities, Karen Armstrong
wrote in her book Islam: A Short History. “Unless a tradition has within it the flexibility to develop and grow, it
will die.” Perhaps. But at what point do these innovations turn into their own thought system and cease to be
Islam? The Salafis provide a distinct answer, even if a
majority of Muslims agree that the group misinterprets
important aspects of Mohammed’s message.
And therein lies the principle problem with religious
reformation. “It is never possible to go back in time,”
Armstrong reminds us. “Any ‘reformation,’ however conservative its intention, is always a new departure, an
adaptation of the faith to the particular challenges of the
reformer’s own time.” The prophet preached predominantly peace and tolerance, but the Salafi sect advocates
violence to achieve its incongruent aims of a more peaceful, more conservative Islam. Naturally, the Moroccan
monarchy, which condones a comparatively liberal brand
of Islam, is a source of Salafi wrath—all of which complicate the possible motives for Raydi’s potential attack.
Was Raydi seeking revenge for being tortured in
prison—commonplace treatment of Salafi loyalists—at
the hands of the Moroccan police? Was he striking at the
heart of what he believed to be a corrupt and illegitimate
monarchy? Was he simply punishing a political ally of
the American government? Once again, we’ll never
know. But I decided that a stroll through Sidi Moumen
and the Karyan Essakouila neighborhoods might offer
some clues.
Within months of the Casablanca bombings in 2003,
the Moroccan government began to build new apartment
complexes and a few more football fields in and around
Sidi Moumen, intending to improve the dismal lives of
the locals or at least channel their energies into recreational activities instead of political revenge.
Nevertheless, a French theorist speculated that the
architecture of tall apartment buildings is socially isolating and potentially community-destroying. This would
exacerbate problems in places like Sidi Moumen. Others
have written that these cosmetic urban-planning changes
cannot compensate for the dearth of opportunities,
crushing hopelessness, and unmitigated anger internalized by the severely impoverished community. These
ideas were revived after Raydi’s attack drew the country’s attention back to the same neighborhood, prompting me to investigate.
The number 2 bus from the city center dropped me
and a Moroccan friend just two blocks from the internet
café where Raydi had killed himself 18 days before. We
walked to the crime scene and immediately noticed that
all physical traces of his attack had been wiped away,
almost as though it never happened. The blood had been
cleaned off the sidewalk and the walls of the cyber café,
its damaged brown awning had been removed, and the
exterior of the building had been repainted with an
innocuous pink paint.
The employees of a small market next to the café
were not interested in talking to us, so I walked the
streets with my Moroccan companion, speculating as to
whether the environment these men grew up in, as
alleged by so many others, contributed in any way to
their willingness to sacrifice themselves for a limited
political objective.
My companion and I agreed that satellite dishes and
cyber cafes are the politically neutralizing opiates of the
Moroccan masses, distractions, albeit not nearly as
debilitating as alcohol, from the poverty and hardship a
substantial proportion of the population experiences on
a daily basis. In hindsight, their proliferation seems proportional to the degree of poverty—and potential political threat—of a particular neighborhood, so naturally
they’re in abundance in Sidi Moumen.
The living conditions in the slum of Karyan
Essakouila, as expected, were a lot more shocking: a
river of dirty, trash-filled water flowing where a road
should be, a spider-web of powerlines extending to
crumbling cement block, tin-roofed houses, people filling
buckets of water from an unsanitary public fountain
while animals picked through piles of garbage redolent
with excrement and decay. I also noticed an imposing,
prison-like fence surrounding the entire neighborhood.
No one was starving to death—the situation was not yet
as dire as that—but people’s lives were consumed by
numbing, repetitive tasks necessary for survival with no
time left over to think about anything else.
Nevertheless, I noticed a connectedness, a solidarity
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among the people who lived there. And the individuals
we encountered, for the most part, were affable and welcoming, answering our questions and unperturbed by
my photographs. Honestly, I was much more self-conscious about taking pictures then the locals seemed to be
about answering questions about their neighborhood.
That is, until one man commented incredulously: “He
enjoys watching us live in such terrible conditions.”
“No, no,” his friends chastised him and explained to
my companion, “Your friend is welcome here.” Upon
reflection, I concluded that within that tense exchange
contained the whole neighborhood’s conflicting image of
itself: an overwhelming majority of people bearing their
burdens—and the intolerable conditions they lived in—
with equanimity, while a few lashed out at the seemingly
culpable, or often indifferent, outsiders around them.
Popular Palestinian poet Mahmoud Darwish once
wrote that, “We should not justify suicide bombers. We
are against the suicide bombers, but we must understand what drives these young people to such actions.
They want to liberate themselves from such a dark life. It
is not ideological, it is despair.” But why must it be one
or the other? Clearly despair, ideology, and a sense of
political powerlessness are all responsible, otherwise
there would be a lot more people all over the world lining up to kill themselves over equally legitimate political
grievances.
Despair over the “dark life” Darwish describes and
that I witnessed in Karyan Essakouila, coupled with
inadequate education, leaves individuals susceptible to
the political imperatives of radical religious groups.
Political awareness fostered in the individual, for example, from the naked American aggression in Iraq and
Afghanistan, from Israeli savagery in the West Bank and
Lebanon (and every other place where Arab brothers
and sisters are being senselessly murdered) is then easily
channeled into a weapon of political revenge—especially
when the reward for one’s sacrifice is an immediate
place in a heavenly afterlife. Allegedly, it took Raydi just
two weeks to persuade Youssef Khoudri to participate in
the attack. Is it safe to assume that others will follow the
pair’s example, albeit with more destructive results?
After visiting in Morocco, Joel Hanson is now training ESL teachers in India.

NEWS FROM WA
PRISONERS

The WA Free Press mailbox received two interesting
letters from WA prisoners in the last couple of months.
One was a legal notice of a court challenge filed by
three inmates regarding access to evidence.
The problem is that prisoners have no access to prison
security tapes when they are accused of misconduct while
in prison.
What typically happens is that guards simply assert
misconduct, and disciplinary judges accept the word of
the guard rather than that of the prisoner. Prisoners may
have to serve longer time or experience other punishments as a result of misconduct judgements.
Security tapes, if used as evidence, could exonerate
prisoners, or possibly in some cases implicate guards.
Various inmates have requested the tapes—which are constantly being recorded—but have not been given copies to
use in their defense.
The plaintiffs consider this a violation of due process
of the law, and have recently filed their complaint in the
US District Court in Tacoma. They are so far doing this
without legal representation, but would like the assistance
of a pro bono attorney. Email the WA Free Press if you
are an attorney who is interested, and we will forward
your contacts (WAfreepress@gmail.com).
Another quite interesting letter from a prisoner
explained how a minor domestic dispute with his girlfriend ballooned to nearly five years of prison sentences.
After their tussle, a no-contact order was issued by a
judge for the boyfriend. His girlfriend did not want the no
contact order, and persisted in staying with him, which
resulted in 18 months of prison for the man. After his
release, she followed him from Yakima to Auburn, thinking they could be safe together in a different city, but
when police found them there together, he was sentenced
to another 38 month stint in prison. There was no further
violence or problem between the two, only the no-contact
order that had been violated.
The same prisoner is now scheduled for an Early
Release Date because of good behavior, but writes of his
frustration that prison officials will not release him early
unless he provides an “approved release address” where
he can stay upon release. He feels that this practice of
demanding an approvable address may be improper, and
is also having difficulty tracking down such an address,
because the shelters he has contacted will not accept
prison releasees.
If you have helpful information on this, email us at
WAfreepress@gmail.com and we’ll forward the info.
Doug Collins

NOT A
PROTESTER
How a retired school chief got
imprisoned for opposing the
School of the Americas
BY ANNE BARSTOW, PRESBYTERIAN
PEACE FELLOWSHIP

A

quiet friend surprised me last summer by asking
me to tell him about the annual protest at Ft.
Benning, GA, a protest against the military school
housed on that base. A serious Christian, Phil Gates,
retired school chief of conservative Scottsdale, AZ, had
long assured us that he was “not a protester, not one of
those people who take to the streets and break the law.”
Yet now he had recently returned from doing human
rights work in Colombia and was angry at the way displaced persons there are treated inhumanely by a government that is strongly supported by the United States.
He urgently needed a peaceful way to express his
anger. I gave him the following facts In 1946 the US established the School of the
Americas (SOA) in Panama as an early part of our Cold
War effort. The goal was to train Latin American officers
in how to fight communism in their countries, using
techniques known
as counterterrorism. So many of
its graduates went
on to become military dictators that
the Panamanians
renamed it “the
School of the
Assassins” and
threw it out of
Panama in the
Phil Gates
early 1980s.
But far from condemning it, the U. S. moved it to Ft.
Benning, GA, where today it occupies a large campus. It
has now received almost 70,000 officers and men. Over
the years it has trained entire battalions of Latin
Americans, especially from El Salvador; the largest
number being trained there today come from Colombia.
In the midst of the long, brutal Salvadoran civil war,
Salvadoran officers murdered six Jesuits and their
housekeepers in San Salvador. They had already assassinated the Salvadoran archbishop, Romero, and raped
and murdered four US women religious workers. All of
this so angered a US Maryknoll priest, Roy Bourgeois,
that he began studying the sources of the Salvadoran
military violence. The facts led back to officers trained
at the SOA. Father Bourgeois made it his life’s work to
expose what is being taught at SOA and to close it down
as a place that the US military ought to be ashamed of.
In 1990 he began getting arrested there every year on
the anniversary of the Jesuits’ deaths, and served three
prison terms. At the gates of the base these protests
have grown to crowds of 22,000 gathered at Ft. Benning
on that anniversary every year. During Lent each year a
small group gathered around him in Washington and
fasted on the steps of the capitol. They began lobbying
Congress to defund the SOA. In one Congressional vote,
we came within ten votes of closing the School. Now
that the Democrats control Congress, we have hopes of
closing it this year.
During the 1980s and 1990s many US citizens traveled to Central America to see for themselves the effects
of US military policy (including the SOA) on those countries. We became increasingly aware of the violence of
Latin American armies and paramilitaries towards their
own civilians—in Guatemala, Bolivia, Argentina, Chile,
southern Mexico, the many massacres in El Salvador,
and today in Colombia.
When we learned how many of these crimes were led
by men trained at Benning, we founded the SOA Watch,
in order to be continuing observers of what goes on at
the SOA. We forced the Department of Defense to publish the training manuals used at SOA, and found proof
that illegal methods of warfare are advocated: assassination of civilians, threatening their families, kidnapping, “disappearances,” silencing journalists, and torture
including beatings and extortion. More and more people
joined Father Bourgeois in nonviolent civil disobedience
at Benning, trespassing onto the base, which leads to
arrest and a sentence of up to 6 months in federal
prison; over 200 persons have done this “prison witness.”
Many religious groups take part because we believe
that these protests are a true example of nonviolent
direct action for peace—especially since the protest is
planned as a solemn memorial service for the Latin

torture &
prisons
American dead.
It is awesome to hear a crowd of 20,000 or so
become silent for 40 minutes as the names of dead civilians are called out. The protest has become a modern
religious ritual, and, as Father Bourgeois says, we have
made the ground around the gate at Benning sacred
ground.
It is the spiritual high point of the year for me, and
gives me strength to keep on with my own human rights
work.
The army wishes we would go away; it even renamed
the school in hopes we would forget about it. They now
call it the Western Hemisphere Institute for Security
Cooperation. But the curriculum has not changed, so we
still call it “the SOA.”
As for my friend Phil Gates, he was recently released
after serving a two-month sentence in Federal Prison in
Los Angeles for his non-violent civil disobedience. He
found a way to put his anger to work. He spoke up for
human rights, breaking one law in order to witness to a
higher law. Join us this November 17-18, 2007 at Ft.
Benning for “the most peaceful protest in America” and
add your voice to our call for justice.
For more information on SOA issues, wee Jack
Nelson-Pallmeyer’s book, “School of the Assassins: The
case for closing the SOA and fundamentally changing
US foreign policy” Orbis Books, 1997. Also see Lesley
Gill, “The School of the Americas” Duke University
Press, 2004. The website for School of the Americas
Watch is at www.soaw.org .

NOTABLE QUOTES
“I know not with what weapons World War III
will be fought, but World War IV will be fought
with sticks and stones.”
Albert Einstein

“What are you saving yourself for?”
from a sermon by Georgia Kenyon

“When a true genius appears, you can know
him by this sign: that all the dunces are in a
confederacy against him.”
Jonathan Swift

“It says nothing against the ripeness of a spirit
that it has a few worms. “
Friedrich Nietzsche
Quotes were forwarded by o’Kelly McCluskey, Ted Collins,
et al.

‘I hope it’s your family
members that die,’ says
US Rep. Dana Rohrabacher
Public comment was directed toward American critics of extraordinary
renditions policies
OPINION BY US ARMY RESERVES COLONEL (RETIRED) ANN WRIGHT

C

ongressional hearings provide a deep insight into the
inner spirit of our elected representatives.
Sometimes, the insight is not pretty.
On April 17, we witnessed Representative Dana
Rohrabacher (R-CA) first unleash his unbridled anger onto
members of the European Parliament’s committee on
Human rights who were invited guests and witnesses in the
House Foreign Affairs European subcommittee hearing.
The European Parliamentary human rights committee had
issued a report in January, 2007 sharply critical of the
Bush administration’s extraordinary rendition program in
which persons from all over the world were detained by
either CIA or local police and then flown by CIA jet (torture
taxi) to other countries where they were imprisoned
(Egypt, Syria, Jordan, Libya, Djibouti, Morocco, Yemen).
The report was equally critical of European governments
for allowing the unlawful flights to take place.
From 2001 through 2005, the governments of fourteen
countries in Europe allowed at least 1,245 CIA flights with
illegally abducted terrorist suspects to be flown through
their airspace or to land on their territory. Germany,
Britain, Ireland and Portugal allowed the highest numbers
of covert flights. As well as at least 1,245 flights operated by
the CIA, there were an unspecified number of US military
flights for the same purpose.
The European Parliament report differentiated between
lawful extradition of criminal suspects for trial in another
country and unlawful abduction.
The report acknowledged that terrorism is a threat to
European countries as well as to the United States, but the
European Parlimentary committee said that terrorist acts
must be handled lawfully by both European countries and
by the United States. The report said: “After 11 September
2001, the so-called ‘war on terror’—in its excesses—has
produced a serious and dangerous erosion of human rights
and fundamental freedoms.” The extraordinary rendition
program undercuts the exact liberties we are defending, the
rule of law, the right for a fair and speedy trial, the right to
know the evidence on which one is held and prosecuted.
Some who were kidnapped ended up in Guantanamo.
Others were flown to prisons in other countries for interrogation and torture. Many of those who were subjected to
extraordinary rendition are still in Guantanano. Many have
been there for over five years. Over 400 persons who have
been imprisoned in Guantanamo have been released. Only
380 are left imprisoned in Guantanamo. Only three have
been charged by the Military Commission and only one
tried in Guantanamo. After five years of being held prisoner, Australian citizen David Hicks was convicted in March
2007 of material support to terrorism and sentenced to
only seven months further imprisonment which he is serving in Australia. The Bush administration has said it will
try only 50 to 70 of the 380 remaining in Guantanamo. It is
expected that the others eventually will be freed due to lack
of evidence of any crime. Many will have spent five years or
more in imprisonment.
According to virtually every prisoner that has been
released, they were tortured while imprisoned in countries
such as Syria, Uzbekistan, Egypt, Pakistan and
Afghanistan. Some prisoners say they were tortured by
police or interrogators. Some say they heard American
voices in the background while they were tortured. None
were charged with any crimes. None went to trial. They
were abducted by CIA or local authorities at the request of
the United States. The United States did not present evidence of criminal actions nor request extradition from the
country where the person was detained. Nor did a central
approving authority look at the rationale for spiriting a person to the control of a third country for interrogation.
Persons were “rendered” many times on the say-so of junior CIA officials.
Now, let me turn back to the Congressional hearing.
With eyes narrowed and mouth in a contorted grimace,
Congressman Rohrabacher attacked the two British and
one Italian members of the European Parliament who testified before the committee. Reminding one of Joe McCarthy
in tone and substance, Rohrabacher demeaned and
degraded the report and chastised, belittled and berated
the Parliamentarians. Remarkably, Rohrabacher said that
most of the CIA private flights that landed in Europe were
to transport CIA agents all over the world, not to move
prisoners. Yet the logs of the 1245 flights have been tied by
date and location to the movement of specific individual
prisoners from one location to another.

you,
the reader
We depend on

to keep progressive journalism
alive. Please subscribe to the WA
Free Press on page 3.
Rohrabacher railed against anyone who questioned the
right of the Bush administration to do whatever it wanted,
legal or illegal, to prevent terrorist acts and said that by not
supporting the Bush policies was consigning their country
to the terrorists. In particular he said that any Americans
who questioned the extraordinary rendition were unAmerican.
Citing historic examples of other countries kidnapping
persons, Rohrabacher said Israel had every right to kidnap
Nazi official Adolph Eichmann from Argentina, bring him
to Israel and execute him. Rohrabacher conveniently forgot
to mention that the Israeli government did put Eichmann
on trial, a trial which none of those who have been extraordinarily rendered have had. Rohrabacher then attacked
and belittled the European Community for outlawing the
death penalty saying that “You in the European community
won’t stand up to evil people, you won’t execute them.
Eichmann deserved to be executed, just like these terrorists
must be executed.”
Rohrabacher never once mentioned due process, the
rule of law, right to a trial for anyone picked up in the
extraordinary rendition program. Merely because persons
were “rendered” and imprisoned by the US meant to
Rohrabacher they were guilty.
Rohrabacher said if European countries did not cooperate with the United States and go along with whatever the
Bush administration wanted, they were condemning their
countrymen to death by not using extralegal methods to
imprison terrorist suspects. When citizens attending the
hearing, including members of Codepink Women for Peace
and Veterans for Peace, heard Rohrabacher’s statement,
they collectively groaned. Then, much to the shock and disbelief of everyone in the hearing room, Rorhabacher said to
those who had expressed displeasure at his statements: “I
hope it’s your family members that die when terrorists
strike.”
At that point, I had had enough of Rohrabacher. I stood
up and said “I did not serve 29 years in the US military and
16 years in the US diplomatic corps to see demise of the
rule of law and violation of our own laws. Rohrabacher’s
statements are outrageous. No wonder the world hates us!”
Chairman Delahunt gaveled for me to stop speaking
and I was escorted by the police out of the committee
room. I was not arrested.
Remarkably, I do agree with one thing Rohrabacher
said. “They hate us.”
Rohrabacher finished his sentence with “They hate us
because they hate our way of life.” Unfortunately, many
people do hate us, but it’s not for our way of life.
Its for exactly the talk and actions that Rohrabacher
and the Bush administration represent: illegal and unlawful actions, an arrogant attitude that America is always
right and everyone else is wrong, that the world’s resources
are for the exclusive use of the United States, and that we
have the right to invade and occupy any country.
Until we change the manner in which Presidential
administrations and the Congress operate and the way we
approach our membership in the community of nations,
the world will continue to question what America stands
for.
About the Author: Ann Wright retired as a Colonel
after serving 13 years on active duty and 16 years in the
US Army Reserves. After 16 years in the US diplomatic
corps, she resigned in March, 2003 in opposition to the
war on Iraq. She had been assigned in Nicaragua,
Grenada, Somalia, Uzbekistan, Kyrgyzstan, Sierra Leone,
Micronesia and Mongolia. She helped reopen the US
Embassy in Kabul, Afghanistan in December, 2001.
This article is also viewable at www.afterdowningstreet.org/node/21501 .
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Dear Subscribers,
Please notice the "secret code" number on the top of
your mailing label. That indicates the year and month
you'll receive the last issue of your current subscription.
For example, the number "0705" would mean that
your last issue will be received in 2007 (the "07") in May
(the "05"), which means that you're due for a renewal! If
your label says "0705" then you're—ahem—going to be
missing out on some pretty interesting news and ideas,
unless of course you renew soon.
We do send renewal letters to subscribers, but if you
can, please help save the paper, postage, and limited
volunteer time by renewing in advance of your expiration. You can use the cut-out form on page 3. We really
appreciate it!

Thanks for supporting volunteerproduced, non-profit news.

Plastic Bottles from p4
Stainless steel water bottles are another option.
• Avoid putting drinking water in containers made
of polystyrene (#6), polyvinyl chloride (PVC, #3), or
polycarbonate (#7). The popular Nalgene line of
reusable drink containers includes products made of
polycarbonate,
HDPE, LDPE, and
polypropylene.
Check catalogue or
product specifications carefully to
make sure you are
getting the material you prefer.
• If you must
use plastic bottles,
choose PET,
HDPE, LDPE, or
polypropylene.
• Do not store
water or food in
plastic containers
indefinitely.
• If you reuse
water bottles, clean
them thoroughly
and limit the number of reuses
before recycling.
• Choose baby bottles made of tempered glass,
polypropylene plastic, or polyethylene plastic, such as
Evenflo glass or pastel bottles, Gerber opaque bottles,
or Medela bottles. Choose sippy cups made of
polypropylene or polyethylene, such as Avent Magic
Cup, First Years Take & Toss, Gerber Color Change,
and Playtex Sipster.
For more information, see
www.pollutioninpeople.org.
REFERENCES
1. National Resources Defense Council. Bottled Water:
Pure Drink or Pure Hype? www.nrdc.org/water/drinking/nbw.asp
2. Shotyk W, Krachler M, and Chen B. 2006.
Contamination of Canadian and European bottled
waters with antimony from PET containers. J Environ
Monit 8: 288-292.
3. Lilya D. 2001. Analysis and risk assessment of
organic chemical migration from reused PET plastic
bottles. College of Graduate Studies, University of
Idaho, Moscow.
4. Kohler M et al. 2003. Migration of organic components from polyethylene terephthalate (PET) bottles to
water. Laboratory of Organic Chemistry. Swiss Federal
Laboratories for Materials Testing and Research.
Unpublished. www.sodis.ch/files/Report_EMPA.pdf
5. vom Saal FS and Hughes C. 2005. An extensive new
literature concerning low-dose effects of bisphenol A
shows the need for a new risk assessment. Environ
Health Persp 113:926-933.
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NW & Beyond from p1

OLYMPIA TRIAL
REVEALS SURVEILLANCE
OF ACTIVISTS

The trial for the 17 remaining defendants of the
“Olympia 22” (arrestees during the anti-war port resistance movement) began Monday March 26 and ended
Thursday March 29 in a mistrial which suggested extensive government surveillance of peaceful dissenters and
activist organizations. The mistrial came about due to
internet irregularities. After the mistrial it became clear
that there was a configuration error with the defense
email list which resulted in two mysterious and
unknown email addresses being included. These
addresses: edmund.bob@gmail.com and
jaamtoo4@gmail.com were also found to be lurking in
many local activist lists. As soon as the administrators
became suspicious of these email entities, the two
addresses began unsubscribing from local lists.
Following the mistrial, jurors informed the defendants
they were already leaning toward a “not guilty” verdict
because the prosecution had been presenting such a poor
case.
(Works In Progress, April 2007)

SNAKE RIVER: BALANCE
SALMON WITH GLOBAL
WARMING

Research and data analysis performed by an Idaho
resident and music teacher, Reed Burkholder, is resulting in some important reconsideration about dams on
the Snake River, which travels through Idaho and
Washington State.
Burkholder has been analyzing data kept by the
Army Corps of Engineers and has shown that the dams
on the Snake River tend to operate at only one third of
their capacity, and that
full capacity is often out of
reach because when
power demands are high,
river flow is low.
Burkholder began sharing
the results of this research
recently and has provoked
many discussions
between the BonnevillePower Administration
and the Northwest Energy
Coalition. The research
shows the Ice Harbor,
Lower Monumental, Little
Goose, and Lower Granite
Dams do not serve an
important function in
terms of power creation;
but they do serve as a
substantial barrier to fish
migration and are contributing to the decline of native fish populations.
The lack of fish is what motivated Burkholder to
begin his research. He went away to college in 1965 and
returned in 1988 to find no fish. In his own words,
“What I found is they put in four big federal dams
between the time I go to college and the time I get back,
and we haven’t had healthy salmon runs since. We
haven’t fished for wild salmon in Idaho for 28 years.”
Other data, published by the National Academy of
Sciences released a study showing that the temperature
of water in the Columbia and Snake river systems has
risen 1.5 degrees Celsius in 50 years. According to one
power industry consultant, this means the habitat for the
fish has shrunk, in layman’s terms he says, “Salmon and
Steelhead are in deep doo-doo. The fish that migrate
down the Columbia in summer will have to change their
habits or perish.” Power consultant or not, scientist Don
Chapman concludes that habitat protection for these fish
will have to include breaching the dams.
Taking out the dams raises the question of where the
power would come from to replace it, an important question in terms of global warming. Burkholder has found
that we mistakenly believe that most of our power here
in the Northwest comes from hydro, but actually only
50% of the power in the Northwest comes from hydro
sources. Removing these four dams would result in
some 1,000 megawatts needing to be replaced. This
would probably come from gas turbines. Two 500
megawatt gas turbines would occupy a small 6 acre footprint, and would not be used or needed all the time. In
comparison, Burkholder adds, “It takes 140 miles of
footprint and the loss of salmon in Idaho to get that from
the lower Snake dams. Wouldn’t it be better for everybody if we got the 1,000 megawatts from a more benign
technology?”
(Pacific Northwest Inlander, March 1, 2007)

MASSIVE DIE-OFFS OF
HONEYBEES, BUZZARDS
AND FISH

This spring has been a difficult one for the tiny workers that jump-start the food chain by pollinating the
plants that both humans and animals depend on for survival. According to a Reuters report, Beekeepers in 22
states have reported losses of up to 80 percent of their
apiaries. The phenomenon is being labeled “colony collapse disorder” but the cause for the collapse is
unknown. Initial testing has shown that large numbers
of disease organisms are present in collapsed colonies,
but it is not known if this is the cause of the collapse or a
side effect of a colony in distress. No specific pathogens
or toxic chemicals have been publicly identified as a culprit.
In parallel news, there have been massive die offs of
fish and vultures this year as well. Although once
omnipresent, buzzards are facing extinction throughout
India, Nepal and Pakistan. The cause has been identified
as a medicine being given to beasts of burden to counteract lameness or strained muscles. The medicine is called
dicoflenac and is being given to at least 10 percent of
livestock. When the carcass of an animal who has been
given dicoflenac is eaten by a bird, it will die within six
days of visceral gout. It is estimated that 30 million birds
have died this way already.
As for the fish, a million fish died in the Colorado
River and covered an open area of about seven miles.
The cause of the massive die-off was “lack of oxygen”.
Judith Moriearty, a concerned citizen, looked a little
deeper after hearing a brief news blurb regarding the
Colorado River fish die off and discovered that similar
fish kills were happening in rivers and lakes all over the
United States and the world, she also discovered that
most are only being covered in the media by local news.
(The Idaho Observer, March 14, 2007)

NEW SUPER UNION

To combat the power of multi-national corporations,
and their ability to shift work from one country to another in the search for lower wage workers, Amicus (the
British trade union) has announced an international
alliance with three other unions: IG-Metall (Germany),
and in the International Association of Machinists and
the United Steel Workers (North America). The new
super-union’s goal is to keep labor standards high, and to
make it more difficult for companies to play workers
against one another. Amicus may also soon merge with
the Transport and General Workers Union. If this happens, membership of the super-union alliance will be
over six million.
(Yes, Spring 2007)

AWAKEN YOUR
REVOLUTIONARY SPIRIT
THIS SUMMER

Nothing makes us feel better than a little sunshine,
music, and time spent in community with friends. Take
some time this summer to refresh your spirit and have
some fun. The first opportunities for this present themselves in June around the summer solstice.
Here in Washington, the annual Fremont Fair and
Festival of the Arts will be held June 16 and 17 in Seattle.
The highlight of the Fremont Fair is its community-run
Solstice Parade. This year’s Parade celebrates “Fear-Free
Fremont.” It begins at noon on Saturday on NW 36th
Street and heads towards Gasworks Park. Picnic,
Pageant and Live Music and Art will all rule Gasworks
until sundown.
If you’re up for a road trip down the coast, you can go
to Booneville, California in Mendocino County the following weekend, June 22-24, for the Sierra Nevada
World Music Festival. Now in its thirteenth year, the
three-day festival seems like a small utopia, and has created a community where conscious music, roots music
and world music are embraced. The Sierra Nevada
World Music Festival is dedicated to nurturing a world
peacefully united in celebration of the universal spirit of
music. Children under 12 are admitted free of charge,
and families can stay in the Family Camping Area to
make sure that some of the “big kids” don’t keep the little
ones up too late at night. No dogs are allowed at the festival.
This year’s lineup is spectacular, featuring over 30
performers from around the world. Headlining the show
is Bunny Wailer. A Seattle favorite and local, Clinton
Fearon, will be playing at the festival this year. Fearon’s
music has endured and maintained a solid presence in
the reggae world from the beginning. As a youth, Clinton
‘Basie’ Fearon hailed from Jamaica and became the
bassist, vocalist and lyricist for The Gladiators. He
played a major role in the creation of the reggae genre.
Do what you can to participate and share in the
magic this summer, and have a Happy Solstice!

BREEDING
NAKED SHEEP
Sensationalism occurs on NPR just as much as anywhere
BY DOUG COLLINS

I

f I didn’t often enjoy National Public Radio, I
wouldn’t bother to write the following article.
Certainly I appreciate the absence of both shock
jocks and annoying commercial jingles. And my ears
are often grabbed by the content. NPR seems to have
succeeded—especially due to its local staffing—in preserving news production as a professional craft, while
most of the US mass media seem to have superimposed marketing formulas onto the news.
I could complain about the puff-pieces on “progress
in Iraq” that embedded NPR correspondents frequently manufacture, or about the corporate sponsorships
that undoubtedly have strings attached. But those
problems are too obvious.
The more subtle problem about NPR is what I call
the “Gee Whiz!” letdown. I’ll give you a couple examples.
Perhaps a year ago, I heard on Ira Flatow’s Science
Friday, a broadcast on “Do Dogs Know Calculus?” In
which a guest explained how dogs can determine the
quickest path from the beach to a tennis ball thrown
sideways into the water. The idea was that the dogs
have an innate ability to perform instant calculus, by
running farther along the beach at a faster pace, thereby creating a somewhat shorter path into the water to
compensate for slower swimming speeds. I marveled
“Gee Whiz!” at these animal mathematicians, and the
notion presented in the broadcast that animals, including ourselves, might have a “math gene.”
But later I thought more about it. A dog’s knack for
fetching on the beach is a relatively simple spatial skill
that thousands of species of animals share, that even
small toddler humans probably also share. Genetic or
not, is it really so remarkable? There’s a tremendous
difference between common-sense spatial skills, and
the skills of calculating precise quantities via advanced
mathematics. It’s the difference between natural analog reckoning versus precise—though abstract—digital
calculation.
At that point, I felt the letdown. I had already told
at least a handful of acquaintances about how “dogs
know calculus” and now I was feeling a bit silly for
doing so.
More recently on NPR, on Christopher Lydon’s
Open Source, I heard an interview with a social science
researcher who had conducted international surveys
regarding ethics. This researcher found what seemed
to be a quite remarkable consistency of responses
around the world to such questions as “If you were one
of four people standing on a footbridge that was about
to fall from a too heavy load, and if one of the others
on the bridge was an extremely heavy person, would
you push the heavy person off the bridge to his death
so that you could save the lives of yourself and the
other two?” As the researcher said, the “rational” decision—the decision for the most human benefit—would
be to push the large guy off, yet he found that the overwhelming majority of all people in all countries,
regardless of type of religion or non-religion, said they
would not push the heavy guy off.
The researcher seemed to have been quite surprised at his findings, and upon first hearing them, I
found myself again with a “Gee Whiz!” feeling. But
soon common sense kicked in, and the whole research
project seemed a bit silly. The hypothetical bridge
question is terribly unrealistic because it assumes that
people have an omniscient knowledge of bridge
mechanics as well as the precise weights of four people
who happen to be on a bridge together, who themselves seem to have a total lack of good sense to walk
along with a huge man out onto a rickety, dangerous
bridge.
If there is a God, only God would be able to fully
recognize such a situation. On this both atheists and
the religious worldwide can agree: certainly no natural
human would ever have the information to make a
truly rational decision in this case. So it’s really not a
surprise that most people everywhere opt for not pushing the heavy guy off. After all, how would they know if
the bridge was really going to fall?
The above two examples of “smart” NPR talk-show
conversations, remind me of the chapter of Gulliver’s
Travels in which Gulliver visits The Academy of
Lagado, with its earnest researchers who love to
expound on their useless experiments with extracting
sunlight from cucumbers and breeding naked sheep.
For me this underscores one of the key detriments

media
of modern mass media. The managers of all these
media are driven by day-to-day short-term ratings of
listenership, viewership, or readership. As a result, one
thing they try to do is manufacture “interesting” stories out of nothing, like a huge institutional busy-body
who is always intent on creating a buzz. Buzzes never
last long, so you have to come up with topics new and
“interesting”—or perhaps just shocking—every day.
In many instances, NPR is no more immune to
such sensationalism than any of our commercial
media, it’s just a more intellectual sort of sensationalism.
The effect of all this is a glut of streaming, multimedia information that continually fills and empties
our lives (a perfect parallel—by the way—to the glut of
“empty calories” from the processed junk foods that
we Americans tend to fill our stomachs with). Most of
this information is useless at best, but is made “stimulating” as an attempt to keep us ongoingly glued to
more and more of it.
In fact Lagado has succeeded in creating naked
sheep, and unfortunately we are those sheep. We have
become a timid herd, the members of which live in
individual living rooms, disconnected from each other
and disconnected from common sense, but which have
been bred over the past century to be constantly following our electronic shepherds en masse.
Since I’m in a questioning mood right now, let me
ask a few. Is mass media healthy for human society? If
so, how much of it do we really need? What was life
like when all news traveled by word of mouth, and the
village busy-body was just one of the mouths, not the
constant announcer? Were people then glued to each
other, rather than glued to the TV or radio?•

BY

MEDIA BEAT

NORMAN SOLOMON

THE AWFUL TRUTH
ABOUT HILLARY,
BARACK, AND JOHN

T

he Pentagon’s most likely next target is Iran.
Hillary Clinton says “no option can be taken
off the table.” Barack Obama says that the
Iranian government is “a threat to all of us” and “we
should take no option, including military action, off
the table.”
John Edwards says, “Under no circumstances can
Iran be allowed to have nuclear weapons.” And: “We
need to keep all options on the table.”
A year ago, writing in The New Yorker, journalist
Seymour Hersh reported: “One of the military’s initial option plans, as presented to the White House
by the Pentagon this winter, calls for the use of a
bunker-buster tactical nuclear weapon, such as the
B61-11, against underground nuclear sites.”
For a presidential candidate to proclaim that all
“options” should be on the table while dealing with
Iran is a horrific statement. It signals willingness to
threaten—and possibly follow through with—first
use of nuclear weapons. This raises no eyebrows
among Washington’s policymakers and media elites
because it is in keeping with longstanding US foreign-policy doctrine.
This year, with their virtually identical statements about “options” and “the table,” the leading
Democratic presidential candidates—Clinton, Obama
and Edwards—have refused to rule out any kind of
attack on Iran.

Hmm...
what
should
I get
him?

Thoughtful
Gift Idea
for people who like to
think
FROM MARTHA SKEWART
1. Cut out the subscription form on page 3
and fill out the gift section for your
friend or family member (this costs
only $10 if you also subscribe).
2. Take this paper and roll it up into a
neat cylinder.
3. Put a decorative ribbon around it.
4. Tell the recipient "Happy Birthday" or
"Happy Holidays," etc.
5. We'll send the lucky person a
card telling them when their
first mailed issue will arrive.
6. Rest assured you've supported a good
cause!
If you’re not shocked or outraged yet, consider
the following.
On Feb. 22, the national leaders of MoveOn sent
an e-mail letter to more than 3 million people with
the subject line “War with Iran?” After citing a need
to give UN sanctions “a chance to work before provoking a regional conflict,” the letter said flatly:
“Senator Hillary Clinton has provided some much
needed leadership on this.”
The MoveOn letter quoted a passage from a
speech that Clinton had given on the Senate floor
eight days earlier: “It would be a mistake of historical proportion if the administration thought that the
2002 resolution authorizing force against Iraq was a
blank check for the use of force against Iran without
further congressional authorization. Nor should the
president think that the 2001 resolution authorizing
force after the terrorist attacks of 9/11, in any way,
authorizes force against Iran. If the administration
believes that any, any use of force against Iran is
necessary, the president must come to Congress to
seek that authority.”
But, while quoting Hillary Clinton’s speech as an
example of “some much needed leadership,” MoveOn
made no mention of the fact that the same speech
stated: “As I have long said and will continue to say,
US policy must be clear and unequivocal: We cannot,
we should not, we must not permit Iran to build or
acquire nuclear weapons. And in dealing with this
threat, as I’ve also said for a long time, no option can
be taken off the table.”
Earlier this year, David Rieff noted in The New
York Times Magazine on March 25, “Vice President
Cheney insisted that the administration had not
‘taken any options off the table’ as Iran continued to
defy United Nations calls for it to abandon its
nuclear ambitions. The response from Democrats
was not long in coming. Senator Clinton helped lead
the charge, reminding the president that he did not
have the authority to go to war with Iran on the basis
of the Senate’s authorization of the use of force in
Iraq in 2002.
“But what Senator Clinton did not say was at least

see Dems & Iran on page 14
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Get
active, not

S O M E T H I N G !

radioactive!

Use this Do Something! Directory
to decide how you'd like to make
the world a better place.
OTHER NW REGIONAL PROGRESSIVE WEB
CALENDARS
SEATTLE www.seattleactivism.org/ and
www.snowCoalition.org, TACOMA
www.tacomapjh.org, OLYMPIA
http://olynetwork.com and www.OlyFOR.org,
PUGET SOUND, Women in Black Vigils (various
cities) www.scn.org/womeninblack, BELLINGHAM
www.bellinghampeace.org or www.revolutionz.org,
EUGENE Oregon www.planeteugene.com/peaceevents, MONTANA
www.montanapeaceseekers.org, TRI-CITIES
www.tcfn.org/wcp, Lots of NEIGHBORHOOD
PEACE GROUPS, see below and
www.snowCoalition.org/contact.php
NOW THROUGH JULY 31, in Washington DC;
SWARM ON CONGRESS. ANTI-WAR ACTIVITIES. Let incumbents of both parties know they
will lose votes if they vote for war funding; info
www.grassrootsamerica4us.org
SUN MAY 27, Anacortes, noon - 1 p.m., at the
corner of 12th and Commercial Ave, ; PEACE
VIGIL, Bring a sign of your choosing and join our
friendly, peaceful group; info Howard Pellett 360293-8128 or cpellett@cablerocket.com or Jim
Taylor jmsophia@cnw.com or 360-299-9040
MON MAY 28, Blaine, Memorial Day, 9 am - 5 pm,
at Peace Arch Park; Bellingham Chapter 111
Veterans for Peace (VFP) hosts Arlington West
Iraq War Memorial, 20 volunteers are needed to
help set-up and take down the over 3,350 crosses
and monuments in recognition of the US SOLDIERS WHO HAVE DIED IN IRAQ. Email whatcompjc@fidalgo.net to sign up with VFP in the
subject line.
WEDS MAY 30, 7 pm, at Seattle Central
Community College room 3202, Broadway
andPine, Seattle; “CAPITALISM IS KILLING THE
PLANET.” an International Socialist Organization
Public Forum. Join us for a lively discussion on
how we can save the planet from environmental
destruction; info 206-931-2922,
seattleiso@yahoo.com
THURS MAY 31, Bellingham, Parent, Student, &
Citizen Community DISCUSSION ON MILITARY
RECRUITING IN HIGH SCHOOL led by WWU
Human Services students Kat Elenbaas and
Martin Hall-Lanpher info 360-734-0217.
THURS MAY 31, 6:30 - 8 p.m., at Seattle First
Baptist Church 1111 Harvard Ave; Queer
W.H.A.T.?!? presents “What’s Really Killing
Dykes?” Spend the evening with Dr. Elizabeth
Lorde-Rollins, writer, physician, and daughter of
Audre Lorde will discuss HEALTH CONCERNS
PERTINENT TO QUEER WOMEN like tobacco,
cervical cancer, depression, breast cancer, etc;
info or to purchase tickets 206-323-6540
MAY 30 - JUNE 1, Portland, OR; BUILDING ON
FAMILY STRENGTHS Biennial Conference; info
Donna Fleming flemingd@pdx.edu or 503-7254040 or www.rtc.pdx.edu/pgConference.shtml
FRI JUNE 1, Seattle, 6:30 pm, at Justice Works!
Thomas House, 1117 Martin Luther King Jr. Way;
Justice Works! general meeting; an organization
whose mission is UNDOING RACISM IN THE
CRIMINAL JUSTICE SYSTEM as experienced by
African Americans; info justice_works@yahoo.com
or 206-303-7559, info www.justiceworks.info
[updated 4/9/07]
SAT JUNE 2, 4 p.m., at Newberry Books, 561 NE
Ravenna Blvd., Seattle; PUBLIC FORUM features
Ed Mast on PALESTINE FOR BEGINNERS.
Activists For A Better World and Newberry
SUN JUNE 3, North Bend, 4 - 5 p.m., at the intersection of Park St. & North Bend Blvd. next to the
Snoqualmie Valley Historical Museum and the
Visitor’s Center in North Bend; SNOQUALMIE/
NORTH BEND CITIZENS FOR CHANGE will hold
a PEACE VIGIL to honor our troops in Iraq and to
encourage their safe return home; info
rubin51@comcast.net
MON JUNE 4, 6 - 8 pm registration, at REI
Flagship Store, 222 Yale Avenue North, 2nd floor
meeting room, Seattle; “PUGET SOUND
STORMWATER: What’s all the shouting about?” A
Washington Foundation for the Environment
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ACTIVIST CALENDAR
The calendar entries below have mostly been chosen from Jean Buskin's email Peace
and Justice Calendar. To post activism events on her email/web version, send event
notices to Jean Buskin at bb369@scn.org. To receive updates of the complete calendar,
have Ms Buskin add you to her email list by contacting her at the same address, or view
her full calendar anytime at www.scn.org/activism/calendar.
Roundtable, co-sponsored by People For Puget
Sound and CH2MHill. Admission is free; info and
to RSVP info@wffe.org
TUES JUNE 5, Olympia; 6:45 - 9 pm, at Lincoln
Elementary School, corner of Washington and
21st. Communicating To Connect. An introduction
to NONVIOLENT COMMUNICATION, The language of connecting with others, self and life. No
fee; info Liv 360-357-4503 or liv@psncc.org
JUNE 5 - 7, in Vancouver, WA; MID-EAST
COUNTER PROTEST. Peacefully counter the
upcoming Convergence Northwest 2007 conference. Conference organizers are targeting 3000
religious leaders for a two day meeting on merging
US, Israel and terrorism political agendas We call
for an end to Israel’s 40-year occupation of
Palestine. We are asking you to join us; info
geekortes617@hotmail.com
SAT JUNE 9, 7:30 - 9:30 pm, at Seattle Central
Community College, 1701 Broadway Ave., Seattle;
part of Forty Years Too Long: A Weekend of
Events to END THE ISRAELI OCCUPATION; info
www.palestineinformation.org or inf@palestineinformation.org or 206-633-108
SAT JUNE 9, noon - 6 pm, at Riverfront Park,
Spokane; PRIDE EVENTS include parade noon 1, and festival noon - 6, info www.outspokane.com
SUN JUNE 10, 3 - 5 pm, at Shoreline Library, 345
NE 175th, Shoreline; part of Forty Years Too
Long: A Weekend of Events to END THE ISRAELI
OCCUPATION; info www.palestineinformation.org
or inf@palestineinformation.org or 206-633-1086
SUN JUNE 17, noon - 5 pm, in Sylvester Park,
Olympia; GAY PRIDE PARADE noon - 1 pm,
Festival 1 - 5 pm, info www.capitalcitypride.net
FRI JUNE 22, 7 pm, Bellingham; Whatcom Peace
& Justice Center presents Elizabeth de la Vega
who brings her twenty years of experience and her
passion for justice to the most important case of
her career. The DEFENDANTS ARE GEORGE W
BUSH, RICHARD CHENEY, DONALD RUMSFELD, CONDOLEEZZA RICE, AND COLIN POWELL; info www.WhatcomPJC.org or
WhatcomPJC@fidalgo.net or 360- 734-0217
MON & TUES JUNE 25 - 26, Eugene OR; at
Hilton Hotel, MINORITY STUDENT ACHIEVEMENT NETWORK Annual Conference: “Opening
Doors and Raising the Roof”; info www.msanetwork.org/
MON JUNE 25, at Town Hall Seattle, 8th &
Seneca, Seattle; Lecture series, “The Future of
Health,” which explores a wide-range of emerging
health issues-from global policy to personal health
to alternative practice. This lecture Nina Planck on
‘REAL FOOD’, info www.townhallseattle.org
MON JUNE 25, 7 pm, at King’s Books, 218 St.
Helens Ave. Tacoma; Elizabeth de la Vega will
read from her book US v. George W. Bush et. al.
The event is co-sponsored with United for Peace
of Pierce County; info 253-272-8801 or 877-5299525 (toll free) or books@kingsbookstore.com
JUNE 27 - JULY 1, at the Atlanta Civic Center,
Central Park, the Peachtree Westin Hotel, and the
Atlanta Downtown Marriott in Atlanta, GA; US
Social Forum. An Open Call To All SOCIAL, ENVIRONMENTAL AND ECONOMIC JUSTICE
Organizations, Organizers, Activists, Funders,
Supporters, Movement Builders, Movement
Mobilizers, and Spectators! Delegates now
includes Angela Davis, David Korten, and Robin D.
G. Kelley; info www.ussocialforum.org, Register at
www.ussf2007.org/en/register
FRI - MON JUNE 29 - JULY 2, 2007, at Seabeck,
WA; 49th Annual FELLOWSHIP OF RECONCILIATION’S NORTHWEST REGIONAL CONFERENCE
with participants form Wa, Or, BC, and beyond;
info Western Washington Fellowship of
Reconciliation wwfor@connectexpress.com or
206-789-5565
SUN JULY 1, Seattle, Support the Pastors for
Peace 2007 FRIENDSHIPMENT CARAVAN TO
CUBA with humanitarian goods for Cuba; info Tom
Warner, secretary Seattle/Cuba Friendship
Committee, 206-523-1720 or warner@scn.org or
www.seattlecuba.org, national info
cucaravan@igc.org or 778-329-7640 or www.pastorsforpeace.org

TUES JULY 3 6:30 pm, at Espresso Vivace, 901 E
Denny Way, Seattle; meeting of Amnesty
International Group 4, working to PROTECT
HUMAN RIGHTS WORLDWIDE; info
www.scn.org/amnesty or aigroup4@gmail.com or
206-622-2741
JULY 10 - 15, Adam’s Mark Hotel, Dallas, TX; 3rd
INTERNATIONAL WOMEN’S PEACE CONFERENCE. The theme, Empowering Peacemakers,
and will include plenary sessions, lectures, seminars, facilitated discussion groups, interactive
workshops, and special programs for Peace Teens
(ages 12-17) and Emerging Leaders (ages 18-24);
info www.womenspeaceconference.org or 214421-6707
JULY 11 - 27, at Reed College, Portland, OR;
Summer Institute for Intercultural Communication.
The INTERCULTURAL COMMUNICATION INSTITUTE (ICI) offers a summer of professional development opportunities for people working in education, training, business, counseling, and consulting,
in both international and domestic intercultural
contexts; info and registration www.intercultural.org
or 503-297-4622 or ici@intercultural.org
JULY 15 - 20, at Todd Hall Retreat Center in
Columbia, IL; The National Conference for
Community and Justice of Metropolitan St. Louis
presents its six day training The DISMANTLING
RACISM INSTITUTE FOR EDUCATORS; info
www.nccjstl.org/ or 314-865-3042 or nccjstl@sbcglobal.net
JULY 19 - 29, in Washington, DC; Summer of
Resistance. Youth from around the world will come
to Washington, DC to change US government policies. Stop the WAR ON TERRA, REVERSE CLIMATE CHANGE, & DEFEND DEMOCRACY. Cost
is $395. Scholarships available; info info@summerofresistance.org or 202-244-0951
JULY 21 - 24, at the Miami Beach Convention
Center, Miami, FL; National COUNCIL OF LA
RAZA (NCLR) Annual Conference. NCLR’s Annual
Conference is the largest gathering of its kind in
the Hispanic community; info www.nclr.org/section/events/conference/
TUES JULY 24, 6 - 9 p.m., at Community Activity
Center, Magnuson Park, 6344 NE 74th Street,
Building 406, across from Building 30/EarthCorps,
Seattle; Join us in CELEBRATING EARTHCORPS
WORLD NIGHT! Enjoy free music, performances
and plenty of delicious foods from international
participants! info Jenni Conrad 206-322-9296 x204
or jenni@earthcorps.org
AUG 3 - 5, at Reed College, Portland, OR;
Community Stragegic Training Initiatve (CSTI) is
the premier movement-building event for Western
progressives, with three full days of intensive training and networking for social justice organizers.
Registration begins in early May, Scholarship
materials due June 7; info www.westernstatescenter.org/
AUG 25 - 28, in Baton Rouge, LA; the Survivors
Convention, the International Tribunal to TRY
BUSH FOR CRIMES AGAINST HUMANITY in
relation to Katrina and the war; info Linda Warren,
Volunteer, Lagniappe Caravan, Common Ground
in Seattle 206-914-6288
SAT AUG 25, 9 am - 5 pm, at South Seattle
Community College; Community Coalition for
ENVIRONMENTAL JUSTICE CCEJ’s Annual
Conference.
FRI SEPT 21, in Bellingham; Whatcom Peace &
Justice Center celebrates the power of community
in their 4th Annual Celebration of INTERNATIONAL DAY OF PEACE. Peace march, speakers,
music, and more; info www.WhatcomPJC.org or
360-734-0217
SUN OCT 7, 1 pm, beginning at the Alki
Congregational UCC and follow the beautiful Alki
beach shoreline, West Seattle; Seattle’s citywide
CROP WALK; info Church World Service 206-9881622
OCT 19 - 21, in Seattle; Bioneers Conference Revolution from the Heart of Nature. The Bioneers
are an inspiring collection of problem-solvers, with
practical and visionary solutions for many of our
most pressing environmental and social challenges; info www.bioneers.org

MORE TROOPS IN
IRAQ THAN REPORTED
BY DON MONKERUD

T

he US uses a number of deceptions, definitional
illusions and euphuisms, including counting only
“combat forces” and “military personnel,” to drastically undercount the number of US forces involved in
Iraq, which are at least twice the number as those quoted in the media.
Even President Bush’s January announcement of a
“surge” of 21,500 US troops, opposed by the Joint Chiefs
of Staff, has now morphed into 30,000 troops with an
additional “headquarters staff” of 3,000.
The number of US forces reported by the government, required to occupy a country slightly more than
twice the size of Idaho, hides the true extent of vast US
resources invested in personnel, material and other
costs. The real number is almost impossible to find in
government released information even with a great
amount of interpretation.
According to John Pike of GlobalSecurity.org, a public policy organization that provides background information on defense and homeland security, keeping track
of American forces has become “significantly more difficult as the military seeks to improve operational security
and to deceive potential enemies and the media as to the
extent of American operations.”
Pike says there are a number of other reasons affecting the accurate counting of the number of military
forces involved in Iraq. Large numbers of troops are
activated with unspecified duties to unspecified areas;
many small units from various locations are being mobilized from the army and national guard, which count
units differently; and groups rotate in and out of Iraqi so
quickly it’s impossible for anyone but the Pentagon to
calculated how many are there. The Pentagon tracks
these numbers, but they aren’t telling.
Additionally, private enterprise military “contractors” almost double the number of US forces in Iraq.
After four contractors were hung from a bridge in
Fallujah in March 2004, the Bush Administration
stonewalled congressional efforts to force the Pentagon
to release information about the number of contractors
in Iraq. Finally, the Pentagon reported a total of 25,000.
In “The Market for Force: The Consequences of
Privatizing Security,” Deborah D. Avant, director for the
Institute for Global and Internal Studies at George
Washington University, reports that official numbers are
difficult to find, but “This is the largest deployment of
US contractors in a military operation.”
In October, the military’s first census of contractors
totaled 100,000, not counting subcontractors, and in
February 2007, AP reported 120,000 contractors (which
would put Bush’s “surge” closer to 50,000). Contractors,
which some call mercenaries, provide support services
essential to maintaining the US military presence in
Iraq. Ten times the number of contractors employed
during the Persian Gulf War, these contract mercenaries
now cook meals, interrogate prisoners, fix flat tires,
repair vehicles, and even provide guard duty.
Military personnel formerly filled these types of jobs
until former Secretary of Defense Donald Rumsfeld
instituted his “Total Force” plan, which relies on a smaller US military force with “its active and reserve military
components, its civil servants, and its contractors.”
Senator Jim Webb of Virginia called this a “rent-anarmy.”
What are the total of US forces are in Iraq? The government reported 145,000 US military forces in Iraq,
but Pike estimates the current total at 150,000.
Thousands more are arriving as part of the “surge,” a

last gasp public relations effort to save the operation
from total failure.
John Pike estimates an additional 30,000 are “in the
theater” to provide “Operation Iraqi Freedom” support.
The army and marines have another 10,000 to 20,000
in Kuwait, and a nearby air force wing-bombing group
has 5,000. Recent naval exercises in the Persian Gulf,
which provided a show of force against Iran for kidnapping 15 British sailors, included 10,000 US personnel,
the carrier groups Eisenhower and Stennis, and 15 warships.
Add the 120,000 contract mercenaries and the
forces involved in the Iraqi operation and the total
comes to 300,000 to 360,000, more than twice the
“official” figure of 145,000 troops. This isn’t counting
the more than 5,000 British combat troops and navy,
down from a high of 40,000 during the initial invasion,
or the rag-tag remnants of the highly vaulted “Coalition
of the Willing,” which has dwindled since the beginning
of the occupation to 27 mostly small countries such as
Armenia, Estonia, Moldavia and Latvia.
Manipulated figures and private military contractors
provide the Bush Administration with political cover to
escape public scrutiny and keep injuries, deaths and
secret operations out of the public eye. A more accurate
and honest view of participation in the Iraqi occupation
by the government could give Americans more reason to
oppose the waste of lives and resources on this ill-conceived, poorly planned, and disastrous Keystone Cops
venture.
Copyright 2007, Don Monkerud, a Californiabased writer who follows cultural, social and political
issues. He can be reached at monkerud@cruzio.com .
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WATADA T O B E
PROMOTED;
RETRIAL P OSTPONED

In the wake of Lt. Ehren Watada’s mistrial victory
in February, the Army had scheduled pre-trial motions
for a new trial to begin this week with the second court
martial to take place in July. However, these proceedings have been postponed with no new dates yet
announced. Lt. Watada continues his daily duties at
Fort Lewis, Washington and is scheduled to be promoted to the rank of captain soon. His lawyers will be
asking the federal courts to bar the Army from holding
a second trial based on the double jeopardy clause of
the US Constitution. No dates are available for those
hearings either.
update from Courage to Resist

war
The People’s
Veto: US
military out
of our ports
Local activists prepare to gather
at the Port of Grays Harbor
FROM PORT MILITARY
RESISTANCE

G

rass-roots resistance to military shipments in local
ports began in May 2006 in Olympia. In March
of 2007 Olympia protesters were successful in
closing the Olympia Port to military shipments planned
for Iraq. Subsequently the Army elected to route the 4th
Stryker Brigade, second division, through the port of
Tacoma. About 80 people opposing the Bush
Administration’s continuing immoral occupation of Iraq
committed non-violent civil disobedience and were
arrested at the two Port protests.
Protesters strongly support US soldiers and want to
bring them safely home.
Now, reports indicate military shipments bound for
Iraq will leave the Port of Grays Harbor in coming weeks.
Meanwhile, Apache and Black Hawk helicopters roar
over peaceful Aberdeen neighborhoods, transporting
people, materiel, and hellfire missiles. These “armed
scouts” are equipped with 50 caliber machine guns.
Recently, Aberdeen residents have experienced just a little taste of what Iraqi people have endured for the past
five years.
In addition to the intrusive military weaponry, many
Aberdeen citizens have also encountered restrictions to
parking at their homes. And citizens across the nation are
frustrated by a Presidential veto of a timetable to exit Iraq.
May 1, 2007, marked the fourth anniversary of Bush’s
“Mission Accomplished” claim. Yet, violence in Iraq has
escalated significantly since Bush implemented his troop
surge. Casualties to Iraqis and to US soldiers have continued to mount.
The Port Militarization Resistance intends to maintain a presence. Stay tuned.
Contacts:
Molly Gibbs (360 )451-2410, Kayck@olywa.net
Caitlin Esworthy (413) 522-6558,
caitlinesworthy2@yahoo.com
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Dems & Iran from p11
as interesting as what she did say. And what she did
not say was that she opposed the use of force in Iran.
To the contrary, Senator Clinton used virtually the
same formulation as Vice President Cheney. When
dealing with Iran, she insisted, ‘no option can be
taken off the table.’”
To praise Hillary Clinton for providing “much
needed leadership” on Iran—and to mislead millions
of e-mail recipients counted as MoveOn members in
the process—is a notable choice to make. It speaks
volumes. It winks at Clinton’s stance that “no option
can be taken off the table.” It serves an enabling
function. It is very dangerous.
The stakes are much too high to make excuses or
look the other way.
Norman Solomon’s book “War Made Easy: How
Presidents and Pundits Keep Spinning Us to Death”
is out in paperback. For information, go to:
www.normansolomon.com .

9/11 from back cover
Patterson Air Force Base, Ohio. With approximately
6,000 military and civilian employees at nine bases
throughout the United States, Air Force Research
Laboratory is responsible for research and technology development in support of the Air Force’s future
and existing aerospace and space weapons systems.” (5)

Although engineering professor Steven Jones—a
co-chair of Scholars for 9/11 Truth—and fellow engineer Dr. Wood both originally agreed that only
unconventional demolition could account for the
unprecedented destruction of WTC1 and WTC2, they
have proceeded to disagree on almost everything
else. This has unfortunately led to the severing of the
original Scholars for 9/11 Truth—which was cochaired by Jones and Dr. James Fetzer—into
Scholars for 9/11 Truth chaired by Fetzer, and
Scholars for 9/11 Truth & Justice chaired by Jones.
The websites for both can still be found at the root
site http://st911.org. The controversial nature of the
Wood/Reynolds thesis that directed energy weapons
contributed to the destruction of the Twin Towers has
also divided much of the 9/11 Truth Community.
For a survey of the available evidence on the
destruction of the WTC Towers, see
www.seattle911visibilityproject.org/rwtcpdf.pdf .
The 9/11 Truth Movement is growing in the Pacific
North West. For more information on local 911 Truth
events, go to www.911truthseattle.org . A new website is under construction at
www.seattle911truth.com .
REFERENCES
(1) www.nceplus.co.uk/fastsearch/ArchiveArticleAssetPT/?AID=22994
(2) 911scholars.org/Scholarsfilechallenges.html
(3) 911scholars.org/Media/DEW/jvl_memorandum.pdf
(4) www.ara.com/careers/awards.htm
(5) www.de.afrl.af.mil

HURRICANE IRAQ
BY FORTUNATO VELASQUEZ
There once was a chimp with a swagger
Who stood on the rubble and blathered,
“I’ll get you bin Laden, you’ve nowhere to hide,
I’ll have you for lunch on my platter.”
When the coke-addled fool lost the gist of that scent
His armies invaded Iraq.
“Our god is greater,” they howled,
As they murdered and tortured their foe.
“We take what we want when we want.
Don’t you know?”
The storm started small but it grew after all
With a fury that boggled the monk.
He screeched and he bellowed and reached for his liquor
For the courage he’d never possessed.
The tempest ignored the mean little fellow
And soon scoured the place clean of the odious pests.
Back home foolish people so fearful of change
Tossed the blithering chump back into his cage,
With nary an apology
For the lands they had razed.
copyright 2007 Fortunato Velasquez

RIGHT AS RAIN
BY JESSE LANCASTER
Night is to day what sun is to rain, to see but be
unseen may all be the same.
War turns to peace, Heaven can be Hell, and as our
happiness turns to pain it all feels the same.
There is no hesitation, no question, no care, only
loyalty to teach and share.
Now night is to day what sun is to rain, and to see
but be unseen may all be the same.
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WHAT’S THE VALUE OF
A NON-COMMERCIAL
NEWSPAPER?
BY DOUG COLLINS

E

very couple months I gather article submissions together, edit them, and assemble them into the
pages of this newspaper. It's a lot of volunteer work that I do myself, not to mention all the volunteer
hours contributed by writers, distributors, artists, assistant editors, and others.
As I start preparing each next issue, I often feel a bit of dread at all the time it takes. But here's what always
happens next: I read the articles closely while editing them. I become very interested in them. I begin again to
feel the importance of getting these stories out to the wider public, because I realize that if we didn't do this,
fewer people in Washington and beyond would learn about important non-commercial, non-corporate news.
What would happen if we at the WA Free Press had to shut down the computers and throw out the proofreading pens? What would happen if we could no longer keep the volunteer boat afloat? Well, I realize the
world would probably not fall apart. But certainly this world would be less aware about how to heal itself. After
all, people face now a number of cultural and environmental problems that "professional" commercial media
generally avoid even discussing.
I hope you, the reader, also see the value of this paper, and the fact that this paper depends on your support.
Support starts with subscriptions and donations. This paper can't exist without money for printing and mailing.
If you have time, please also volunteer for distributing the paper (a few times a year, no sales involved) and
possibly for other tasks necessary to get the news out. Contact us via the subscription form on page 3. If you are
already a subscriber then email WAfreepress@gmail.com (with subject heading "volunteer") or send us a letter
at WA Free Press, PMB#178, 1463 E. Republican St, Seattle 98112.•
14 Washington Free Press • May/June 2007

right
brain
A MESSAGE TO HIGH
SCHOOL GRADS
BY BOB MARKEY
Hey Grad! Isn’t it
nice to be free, to be
out of school? To rule!
It’s what America is all about.
The class motto shouts
it out (implicitly).
Parents, teachers, and
authority figures may
have pointed the way
for some thirteen years.
Here’s the rub now: you
take the difficult step
to accept the challenge ahead.
And it ain’t no bed of roses.
Older generations for
more than thirteen years
have left you between
Iraq and a hard place.
(pardon the pun)
Starting a war that can’t
be won, they lied about why.
Remember four years ago?
Our President is on an
aircraft carrier flight
deck, banners wave, he
rants and raves about a
“mission accomplished”?
Uh huh...
And Rummy, his Defense
Chief calims, “We’ll be
showered with flowers and
greeted as liberators by
people who love us!”
Uh huh...
And his assistant, Mister
Wolfowitz saying the cost
of war and reconstruction
would be paid for out of
Iraqi oil revenues?
Uh huh...
But we know none of that was true.
Who pays for those lies? It’s you!
Another cliche states
that whatever goes
around comes around.
Are you ready? It’s
bound to come your way
...soon.
Your crowd will figure it out.
One more thing: In the
“good old days” they cut
off pickpocket’s hands
and thought slavery was
swell. Well, most folks
don’t buy that anymore.
So you see, things can get better!
Uh huh!
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Lawsuit filed against
NIST for faulty 9/11
investigation
BY RODGER HERBST
Numbered references appear at the end of this article.

T

he National Institute of Standards and
Technology (NIST) is a non-regulatory federal
agency within the US Department of Commerce
Technology Administration. Founded in 1901 as the
nation’s first federal physical science research laboratory, it’s stated mission is to promote US innovation
and industrial competitiveness by advancing measurement science, standards, and technology in ways
that enhance economic security and improve our
quality of life.
NIST was specifically charged with the task of
determining how and why the North and South
World Trade Center Towers (WTC1 and WTC2) collapsed after the terrorist attacks of September 11,
2001. The NIST study began in 2002, and a final
report on the collapse of the towers was released in
September 2005. This final report has been the subject of much criticism not only by the 911 Truth community, but by the technical and engineering community as well.
The popular British construction industry magazine New Civil Engineer International noted NIST is
“refusing to show computer visualizations of the collapse of the Twin Towers despite calls from leading
structural and fire engineers…Visualizations of collapse mechanisms are routinely used to validate the
type of finite element analysis model used by the
investigators.” In short, NIST failed to simulate the
global collapse of the structures, and therefore failed
its original charge. (1)
On March 29, 2007, Scholars for 9/11 Truth
announced the filing of legal challenges against
NIST’s WTC collapse investigation. Dr. Judy Wood’s
complaint, known as a Request For Correction,
includes failure to simulate the actual collapse
sequence of the undamaged lower floors of WTC1 and
WTC2, and failure to consider evidence of a highly
energetic source for the destruction of the towers:
“probable use of high-tech, directed energy
weapons.” Although the complaint pertaining to
directed energy weapons (DEW) is highly controversial, the complaint regarding failure to simulate actual collapse sequence is widely recognized. (2)
The lawsuit also includes Requests For Correction
by Ed Hass pertaining to Building 7 of the WTC
Complex, and Dr. Morgan Reynolds pertaining to the
issue of aircraft hitting the Twin Towers.
A memorandum from Attorney Jerry V.
Leaphart, representing the plaintiffs, noted that the
original Request For Correction would be modified to
“call attention to an undisclosed apparent conflict of
interest that has a direct bearing upon... assertions
that Directed Energy Weapons (DEW) were a causal
factor in the destruction of the World Trade
Center....” Dr. Wood has discovered that Applied
Research Associates, Inc. (ARA), a major contractor
for NIST in the preparation of its report, is also
active in the development of directed energy
weapons. Oddly, ARA was also a contractor in post
9/11 WTC cleanup. (3)
ARA was recently recognized at a directed energy
symposium in Washington, DC as a founding sponsor
of the Directed Energy Professional Society (DEPS).
DEPS was founded in 1999 to foster research and
development of directed energy technology for
national defense and civil applications through professional communication and education. (4)
The Leaphart memorandum also references the
role of the US Air Force Directed Energy Directorate.
According to the Air Force website:
“The Air Force Research Laboratory’s Directed
Energy Directorate develops high-energy lasers,
high-power microwaves, and other directed energy
technologies for the United States Air Force and the
Department of Defense. The Directorate is also
involved with advanced optics and imaging technologies to improve the nation’s ability to precisely
project these directed energies at the speed of light
anywhere, at any time and with graduated intensity.
“The Directed Energy Directorate is one of 10 similarly-sized subordinate units that comprise Air Force
Research Laboratory, the Department of Defense’s
largest laboratory, headquartered at Wright-

see 9/11 on page 14
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A NOTE TO
THE GOP’S
CONSERVATIVE
CHRISTIANS
OPINION AND CARTOON BY DAN
MERICA

S

o what’s the big deal? Why is the Republican
Party so adamant about violating the separation
of church and state by displaying the Ten
Commandments in governmental facilities? The
Commandments certainly are not reflected in
Republican policies and practices. Various Republican
politicians are involved in corruption and dirty tricks,
engage in election fraud, alter the truth, commit adultery, cut aid to the needy and veterans, and wage
unnecessary wars. It seems that they are trying to garner support from religious people by politicizing the
symbol of the Ten Commandments, but rejecting their
substance.
It’s beyond me how folks that fancy themselves as
Christians could support George Bush and his war in
Iraq. Since the war has lasted longer than WWII and
the situation just gets worse and worse with victory
nowhere in sight, it’s clear that God is not with us in
Iraq. How could He be?
First, Bush told a pack of lies about Saddam possessing weapons of mass destruction and connections
to al-Qaeda in order to deceive Congress and the
American people into an unnecessary war. Iraq had
long been under control by embargos and US Air Force
flyovers and was no threat to its neighbors or to us.
Bush’s unprovoked, preemptive attack was both internationally illegal and immoral, and the Pope and other
Christian leaders condemned him at the war’s onset.
Then, there are other atrocities. Bush employed
illegal torture and violated human rights in military
prisons around the world. He deployed tons of
weapons made of depleted uranium from toxic nuclear
waste, which are slowly killing scores of exposed
American soldiers and Iraqis. The UN has classified
them as real weapons of mass destruction and they are
forbidden by international law. In his pursuit of one
man, thousands of innocent Iraqi babies have been
killed and maimed. Apparently, it’s wrong to abort
American babies, but it’s OK to kill Iraqi babies.
This war is all about greed. Securing the Iraqi oil
fields for privatization by the oil companies was the
object in its neo-con inception back in 1998 and
remains the reason for today’s continued occupation,
which is generating the insurgent attacks and providing a rallying point for extremist mullahs. As thousands of our American soldiers are being killed and
maimed, munitions manufacturers and war contractors such as Halliburton are reaping huge profits.
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While Bush gives big tax breaks to the well-heeled, he
shortchanges the troops with needed war supplies
including armored vests and vehicles and provides
miserable medical care to the maimed and wounded.
By now, most Americans have seen the light and
disapprove of Bush and his war. But his conservative
Christian base is still hanging on. In the Bible, Jesus
prophesied that one day there would be those who say
that they are Christian “but will reject my teachings.”
This prophecy is being fulfilled now. Each conservative
Christian needs to consult his conscience and compare
Bush’s actions with the Ten Commandments and the
teachings of Jesus Christ
and reconsider his support.
Editor’s note: Greg
Palast of the BBC has
uncovered evidence suggesting that the real
motive for a continuing
war and/or chaos in
Iraq is not to secure
Iraqi oilfields, but to
keep Iraqi oil off the
market, which limits
world supply and thereby raises oil prices.
Great for the oil companies. You can read the
details at www.gregpalast.com/its-still-theoilsecret-condi-meetingon-oil-before-invasion .

